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I enclose a definitive statement on synod delegates from the Chancellor and Vice Chancellor. 
The electoral synod which will happen in 2020 will be the 6?1h Synod of the Diocese of 
Edmonton. Our Canons do not refer to an extraordinary Synod. There are regular, special and 
electoral synods. 

The membership of the Synod is as defined by the Constitution, and it is the current officers, 
clergy or diocesan representatives who are entitled to attend. 

So who can come? 
Clergy - the clergy who will attend the electoral synod will be the clergy licensed by the Bishop 
to an office (which means at the time of the Synod, not the clergy who were licensed last 
October), and retired clergy who are resident in the Diocese. 

Laity- The People's warden and those lay delegates elected by the parish Annual General 
Meetings. 

Since we are in a time of AGMs the People's wardens in many parishes will be changing from 
those who were in attendance at the 66th Synod. The newly elected People's wardens will be the 
ones who will attend. 

Lay delegates are elected for a term between 1 and 3 years .. If the vote at the last AGM was 
silent as to length of service for your delegates, then it will be between 1 and 3 years as 
determined by the parish. Many parishes elect lay synod delegates at each AGM. If that is the 
parish practice, it is implicit that they are elected for a one year term. It is wise at each AGM to 
recap who the delegates are and how much of their term remains. 

Where is this information in the Canons? 
The answer is to start in the Constitution under Organization and Membership of Synod starting 
at C2, and then at C27, Meetings of Synod which includes an electoral Synod. We then move to 
the Canon for Parish Government under Parish Officers (5.42ft). 5.46 and 5.47 provide for the 
length of the term of the Lay Synod delegates - not less than one year, not more than 3. 

While I know many of you are anxious to know more about the timeline for the 6?1h Synod that 
information will be made available as the process unfolds. 
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