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Churches re-open for in-person worship and continue 
to offer far-reaching online opportunities

Sooner than had been anticipated, but in 
keeping with Alberta Health Services 
guidelines for communities, the Edmonton 

diocese launched into Phase 3 of its “Meeting 
Together Plan” with the gradual re-opening of 
churches in June. 

In a letter to clergy, dated June 10, Bishop 
Jane Alexander wrote: “We have all tried so hard 
to keep one another safe and we must not undo 
the good work that has been done in slowing the 
impact of the (COVID-19) virus.

“There are still parts of the liturgy that look 
very different and, yet, we are seeing hope for a 
resumption of more usual styles of worship. 

“Even with the lifting of so many restrictions 
you will note that two-metre physical distancing 
is still the norm for worship, meetings and study 
groups.” 

A City of Edmonton bylaw, enacted August 
1, made it mandatory for people to wear a mask 
(with some exceptions) in all indoor public places, 
including places of worship.

Bishop Jane reminded parishes that no priest 
or parish is obligated to resume in-person worship 
until they are comfortable doing so. 

“You must be comfortable with the processes 
and the risk mitigation protocols in place,” she 
said. 

When a parish’s plan for meeting together 
again met with the Bishop’s approval, the parish 
was given the green light to proceed with re-
opening its church. Some parishes began offering 
in-person prayer services mid-week, while 

continuing to offer Morning Prayer and Sunday 
worship online; others offered in-person Sunday 
worship, with the first services held in Edmonton 
and Westlock on June 21, the National Indigenous 
Day of Prayer.

The Messenger asked parishes to share their 
experience of worshiping together again, in person, 
for the first time since March 15. These are the 
responses we had received at press time:
Holy Trinity Old Strathcona, Edmonton

Holy Trinity Old Strathcona in Edmonton 
opened for Thursday Saint Eucharists on July 
16 and relaunched its Sunday in-person services 
on August 9. It continues to livestream Choral 
Eucharist on Sundays, and build community 
connection using social media, email and phone 
contact, for all who are not comfortable returning 
to the church at this time.

“It has been lovely to worship with real, 
live people and not just an iPad!” says the Rev. 
Danielle Lepine, associate priest. “To see eyes 
light up and know there is a smile behind the 
mask has been absolutely uplifting. Even though 
worship feels and looks different - community 
remains the constant and it has been an absolute 
pleasure to be with others and to help them feel 
the fullness of Christ through our eucharistic 
services.”

Good Shepherd, Edmonton
Good Shepherd Anglican Church in Edmonton 

continues to worship every morning via Zoom. 
“We’ve found real joy in the interactivity of 

the medium, especially with smaller groups on 
weekdays who can have a discussion about the 
readings,” says the Rev. Jordan Ware, rector. 

“In-person worship will resume September 
13, following an Open House, on August 8, to 
show off our new protocols. We are working on 
putting together the technology to support at-home 
Zoomers joining our in-person worship from a 
distance!”

St. Thomas’, Sherwood Park
St. Thomas’ Anglican Church in Sherwood 

Park has been using Zoom as a main worship 
platform: Sundays, at 10 am, and weekday 
mornings, at 9 am. As well, they have been 
intentionally worshipping together with 
parishioners at St. Columba in Beaumont. 

St. Thomas’ started a mid-week, in-person 
Eucharistic service on the first week of August 
to test run the protocols from the diocese and to 
determine how many people were interested in 
coming back. This month they hope to hold a 
Eucharist in the church for 50 people on Sunday 
morning while still maintaining a separate Zoom 
service for most people. 

“On the whole, people who attend the Zoom 
services are pretty happy with what we are doing,” 
says the Rev. Steve London, rector. This fall we 
will also start adjusting the liturgy and asking the 
question: ‘how can we engage people at a greater 
level in this format?’ It is still experimental and 
frankly a lot of fun!”

Continued on page 15.

St. John the Evangelist Anglican Church in Edmonton began in-person worship services on Thursday 
evenings through August, testing protocols for safety in a time of pandemic. Plans for an in-person and 
live-streamed Sunday service are in place for the fall, along with the continuation of pre-recorded video 
services available through the church website each week. Inset: greeters Janet Sims (at far left and right) 
and Janice Adamson (near left) prepare to welcome worshipers back to St. John’s church. Photos: Sue Philips
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Archdeacon Perry to share gifts with national church

The Ven. Alan Perry, 
newly appointed 
General Secretary 

of the Anglican Church of 
Canada, is perhaps best 
known for his insatiable 
interest in Anglican Church 
governance. He holds 
Masters degrees in Sacred 
Theology, Divinity and 
Canon Law, after all.

And over the past 
eight years as Executive 
Archdeacon of the 
Edmonton diocese, 
Perry also demonstrated 
tremendous care and concern 
for creation, for building 
ecumenical relationships, 
for justice and the common 
good and, above all, a deep 
and abiding love for God 
and the Anglican Church.

Not long after arriving 
in Edmonton from the 
Diocese of Montreal, 
where he and his wife Noel 
Yuen (social worker at the 
Misericordia Hospital) had 
previously made their home 
and ministered in several 
parishes (he was collated 
as Executive Archdeacon 
at All Saints’ Cathedral in 
February 2012), Perry began 
familiarising himself with 
the vast 126,000-square 
kilometer-diocese by 
locating the nearest rental 
car outlet and hitting the 
road. By the second or third 
year he was able to proclaim 
he had visited nearly every 
parish - small and big, rural 
and urban - in the diocese.

“Early on in my time 
in the Edmonton diocese I 
learned it was much cheaper 
to rent a car for travel on 
most diocesan business, 
than to drive my own car 
and claim mileage,” he 
says. “At a certain point we 
realised we weren’t using 
our own car very much and, 
as we lived within walking 
distance of the Synod Office, 
it would sit in the garage for 
up to two weeks at a time.” 
So, Alan and Noel donated 
their 16-year-old car to the 
Edmonton diocese through 
the Donate a Car Canada 
program.

Helping parishes of the 
Edmonton diocese lower 
their gas and electricity 

consumption and reduce 
their carbon footprint by 
adopting energy efficiency 
practices has been a focus 
for Perry. Not only did he 
encourage parishes to make 
the switch to LED lighting 
but, when serving as Acting 
Dean, he climbed up and 
down a ladder hundreds of 
times to swap lightbulbs in 
All Saints’ Cathedral for 
LEDs. And he encouraged 
parishes, like St. Paul’s in 
Edmonton, to apply for 
grants to install solar panels 
to generate carbon-free 
electricity.

“The national church has 
a role to play in encouraging 
a sustainable future, but a lot 
of the actual work, including 
energy efficiency and solar 
power, has to happen at 
parish and diocesan levels,” 
he says, adding that these 
concerns will carry over to 
his new position.

Learning about solar 
power, stewardship and 
fundraising (when he helped 
champion the Edmonton 
diocese’s 5-Year $5-million 
Reach campaign Reach 
campaign for ministry and 
mission) was one of the 
unexpected gains for Perry 
as executive archdeacon. 
“I’ve also learned about 
the many ways God works 
through people in their day 
to day lives as they live out 
their faith,” he says.

Following his 
nomination by Primate 
Archbishop Linda Nicholls 

and the Council of General 
Synod (CoGS) search 
committee, Perry was 
appointed to succeed the 
Ven. Michael Thompson 
as General Secretary of the 
Anglican Church of Canada 
on September 1, 2020.

With “a keen awareness” 
that he will also have much 
to learn in this new position, 
Perry says he is “ready to do 
a lot of listening.” He has 
been active in the General 
Synod since 1998 and will 
use his administrative gifts 
to oversee the work of 
General Synod and the daily 
operations of Church House.

“It’s a happy intersection 
between my interests 
in governance and the 

requirements of the position. 
I’ve always loved the 
experience of gathering 
with people from across 
the country and around the 
Anglican Communion. I’m 
looking forward to having 
the chance to help make that 
happen for others,” he says.

He has participated in 
no fewer than eight General 
Synod meetings in Canada 
since 1998 (as an assessor, 
member of Synod and 
member of the Resolutions 
Committee), and has 
observed and studied nine 
different General Synods 
on six continents outside 
Canada. (A 10th General 
Synod trip had been planned 
and was postponed by 
the pandemic.) On those 
visits across the Anglican 
Communion, Perry says he 
encountered many “kind and 
welcoming people,” and “I 
learned there are many ways 
to conduct our business. We 
need to continually be asking 
ourselves how we can run 
our Synod more effectively 
at every level. As in so many 
areas of church life, we get 
locked into thinking that the 
way we have always done 
things is the only way, but 
sometimes there are areas in 
which we can improve.”

He has also been a 
member of the Council of 
General Synod and served 
on the General Synod 
Pension Committee since 

2007. In the Ecclesiastical 
Province of Canada he 
served the Provincial Synod 
as a member, Clerical 
Secretary and as Prolocutor.

Looking ahead to the 
role of General Secretary, 
Perry says one of the many 
challenges of the church 
today is “in our current 
North American climate 
we’re losing the capacity 
to listen to each other.” 
Listening circles established 
at the national level as part 
of the strategic planning and 
visioning process will be 
an important way for us to 
“listen to what the various 
groups are saying and, 
somewhere in there, hear the 
voice of God showing us the 
way forward,” he says.

Perry is grateful to 
have had the opportunity to 
live and do ministry in the 
Edmonton diocese and there 
is much he will miss.

“Alberta is a beautiful 
part of the world and I’ve 
been privileged to be able 
to see it. I’ll miss the Arctic 
hares and magpies that 
live in my neighbourhood. 
I’ll miss the glimpses of 
bison driving through Elk 
Island (National) Park. I’ll 
miss the “dry cold” and the 
spectacular thunderstorms, 
and the vivid canola fields. 
But most of all I will miss 
the parishes and the people I 
have been privileged to visit 
and meet in my time here.”

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Archdeacon Alan Perry has served the Diocese of Edmonton since 2012.

Bishop David 
Greenwood has 
established a new 

team ministry for the 
parishes of Athabasca, 
Living Waters and Northern 
Lights, which encompass 
the communities of 
Athabasca, Lac La Biche, 
Boyle, Colinton, Perryvale 
and Wandering River.

As of September 1, 
2020, the Rt. Rev. Larry 
Robertson will oversee 
the ministry team, assisted 
by the Rev. Rose Howell 
(formerly of St. Anne’s 

Valleyview). Bishop 
Robertson and Howell will 
be stipendiary. Joining them 
will be honorary assistants 
the Rev. Terry Francis, the 
Rev. Christobel Lines, the 
Rev. Deacon Bill Creaser, 
and numerous lay readers.

The three parishes 
will minister in an equal 
partnership, with each 
parish sharing costs as they 
are able. This clustering 
is intended to help each 
parish thrive and flourish. 
The Athabasca diocese will 
provide financial assistance 
on a need-be basis if 
parishes are not able to 

cover all normal monthly 
costs.

The diocesan family 
is encouraged to support 
this endeavour intended to 
make possible each parish’s 
contribution to the diocese.

These changes also 
include a Lutheran aspect 
and the Rt. Rev. Larry 
Kochendorfer, Bishop, 
Synod of Alberta and the 
Territories, Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Canada, 
is in agreement with this 
new arrangement. This is a 
two-year arrangement with 
Bishop Robertson planning 
to (re)retire in August 2022.

New Ministry Team Established in 
Athabasca Diocese

Canon PETER CLARKE
Athabasca Editor
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Reprinted with 
permission from 
The Church of 
England Newspaper 
(churchnewspaper.
com)

I greet you from 
the Diocese 
of Edmonton 

in Alberta 
Canada, an area 
of 126,000 square 

kilometres. It is a place with a long history and 
we acknowledge that we are on Treaty 6 and 
Treaty 8 lands including: the Alexander First 
Nation, the Alexis Nakota Sioux Nation, Beaver 
Lake Cree Nation, Cold Lake First Nation, Enoch 
Cree Nation, Erminskin Cree Nation. Frog Lake 
First Nation, Heart Lake First Nation, Kehewin 
Cree Nation, Louis Bull Tribe, Montana First 
Nation, O’Chiese First Nation, Paul First Nation, 
Saddle Lake Cree Nation, Samson Cree Nation, 
Sunchild First Nation, Whitefish Lake First Nation, 
(Goodfish) Edmonton - home to the Metis Nation 
of Alberta.

As we in Edmonton have walked through 
this time of COVID-19 we have been brought to 
a great place of humility as a church. A place of 
great learning and of great blessing. 

For years we had a vision of growth and 
mission and of our church buildings as being 
hubs for the community so people could hear and 
experience the love of Christ through their brothers 
and sisters. Some parishes had a wonderful history 
of this, but as is often the case, ministries would 
ebb and flow with the passions and energies of 
volunteers. When COVID-19 hit we entered a very 
different world. 

As church we had to think about our role and 
witness during these weird times. I think all of us, 
lay and clergy, realised that there was gift here and 
countless new opportunities to see how we could 
be the hands, feet and eyes of Christ at work in 
the world. Suspension of all public worship took 
place in the diocese from 15 March, 2020. It has 
been a long time. But, right from the start, there 
was an acknowledgment that we were living in 
an extraordinary time and that we needed to put 
the needs of the most vulnerable members of our 
communities before all else. 

We were immediately pushed out of our 
comfort zones – a divine nudge perhaps? Like 
many other places we turned to upping our 
online presence in livestreaming of services and 

in social media. Even the most skeptical people 
found blessing here. We were amazed at the sheer 
numbers of people joining together for worship 
–not just on Sundays, but for daily morning and 
evening prayers. 

The flexibility of online platforms meant 
people could worship and pray at any time during 
their day. We started to hear reports of folks 
praying the daily offices at their desk, in the 
kitchen after the children were settled, and with 
relatives far away. Book studies and Bible studies 
that would have eight faithful attendees in church 
now had 30 participants online. So many stories 
and so many blessings. Almost 100 per cent of the 
parishes who have been offering online ministry 
have said they will continue.

I suppose one could say this was the internal 
life of the church – although it has outgrown the 
confines of the building – thanks be to God. There 
was, however, another larger blessing waiting: a 
chance to reconnect with community. 

Jesus said: “He has sent me to proclaim release 
to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favour” (Luke 4:19). There is more than 
one Greek word for oppressed, but the word used 
can be translated as “broken to bits.” 

To set free those who are broken to bits by life 
was Jesus’ ministry and, when COVID-19 set off a 
time bomb full of fear and angst in our midst, we 
rediscovered this is our ministry too. Suddenly we 
found ourselves asking ‘who is captive?’ or ‘what 
have I become 
blind to?’ or 
‘who around me 
is broken?’ This 
came into even 
clearer focus for 
us – perhaps, it 
did for you too. 

And so the 
next blessings 
came in the 
form of new 
relationships with 
school boards 
and with social 
agencies as it 
became more 
and more evident 
that there were 
people struggling 
with meeting 
their daily needs. 
Parish halls 
became food bank 

depots, and grocery stores. Meal programs were 
offered but with ‘to-go’ packaging. Parish grounds 
became community vegetable gardens. Members 
of our youth-at-risk baking program now found 
themselves baking hundreds of bread buns 
every week for hundreds of school children and 
vulnerable folks who would receive lunch boxes. 

The blessings we saw – I could write a book! 
More volunteers stepped up and realised they 
had ministry gifts they had not used for a while. 
Secular agencies found a trustworthy partner in the 
church. These relationships will continue.

Some of our financially vulnerable frontline 
ministries received unexpected donations from 
individuals and agencies. Suddenly, for example, 
we could continue to provide birth support for 
at-risk Indigenous women. Thus, our work of 
walking alongside and reconciliation didn’t just 
continue, it grew. 

As trust is rebuilt between Indigenous and 
settler peoples, blessings are seen in the invitations 
to be present with one another – we saw this in 
approaches from kokums (grandmothers) reaching 
out to a parish for help with families living in 
food insecurity; and the community of Frog Lake 
continuing to ask us to provide, after an 18-year 
absence, spiritual care in the time of COVID-19. 

How did John Keble put it? “New mercies, 
each returning day, Hover around us while we 
pray.”

One of our rural churches in Vermilion (near 
the Alberta border with Saskatchewan for those 

of you unfamiliar with Canadian 
geography) has a great stained glass 
window of Christ in a carpenter’s 
shop. His sleeves are rolled up and 
the tools are the tools of this age: 
modern hammers, a workbench and 
a metal vise. Underneath the image 
is the line “I will build my church”. 
It looks as if this church-building 
thing might be hard work; we have to 
roll up our sleeves and even break a 
sweat. 

But COVID-19 has reminded us 
here that, as church, we can’t say to 
the world: “your needs and priorities 
do not affect us and our ministry.” 
That’s not body-thinking. Instead God 
has shown us where God’s people 
need to be and what we need to be 
doing. The world is hurting very 
badly right now and we are to be here 
to be a blessing; a living sacrament. 
Please God, that is what we will 
continue to do.

Bishop’s Corner
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COVID-19: a tale of unexpected blessings

Bishop JANE ALEXANDER
Diocese of Edmonton
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Following Jesus’ call through the ‘in-between’ spaces

Hello everyone. 
I hope you 
have enjoyed 

the summer, and that 
you are keeping well 
in this strange year of 
COVID-19. At the time 
of writing the number 
of cases continues to 
rise! So, until there 
is a vaccine, it looks 
like we will continue 
in this ‘liminal’ space; 
not where we were, 
not where we would 
like to be, and without 
the certainty about the 
future that we crave. 

The word ‘liminal’ is very 
important here. If you have not 
come across the word before, a 
‘liminal space’ is, simply put, an ‘in 
between space.’ It is when something 
we are used to has ceased and we 
are working out how to live in the 

new circumstances 
in which we find 
ourselves; we are ‘put 
out’ of the normal 
structures of life. It 
is an uncomfortable 
place to be. It is 
discombobulating and 
disorientating. 

This pandemic 
has put the Church 
into a liminal space. 
We cannot do what 
we have been used to 
doing for centuries. 
Instead, a very key 
understanding of a 

Christendom mindset, which I have 
written about often in the nearly 
four years I have been writing these 
articles, has been wrenched from 
our grasp. It is that ‘discipleship = 
church attendance.’ But that cannot 
be the same now, can it? We cannot 
be together in the usual way and 

there is a serious risk to be very 
carefully managed when we try. 

So, thrust as we are into this 
liminal space, how do we respond? 
We remember that we are the Body 
of Christ and ‘Christ has given 
different gifts to all of us for the 
common good’ (1 Corinthians 
12:4-7). This means we have all we 
need, whatever our circumstance. 
So, thinking about what Jesus 
would have us do, we lead with 
our Christology and see he calls us, 
as he always has, to be his Love, 
Peace, Salt and Light in a world of 
uncertainty and anxiety. 

This then shapes what we 
do. We look outwards, not 
inwards. It is about our calling, 
not church attendance. We see 
being authentically the Church is 
impossible unless we look outwards 
and through the eyes of our Lord 
who sends us as part of the ongoing 
Mission of God (John 20:21).

In fact, we have been in a liminal 
space for some time. Increasingly 
rejected in western society, the 
church has carried on as if, one day, 
people would magically return if we 
just carried on precisely as we have 
always done. With that mindset, we 
choose not to see the reality of the 
liminal space we were already in. 

Now we can see, and here comes 
the good news. Across Edmonton 
diocese and the wider Church, stories 
are emerging of how we are now 
engaged in meaningful contact with 
more people than we were before 
this pandemic began. The Good 
News is still the Good News, and it 
will always find a way. 

Next month, we look at just how 
that Good News might work through 
you and me in these COVID-days.

Until then, may God bless you 
and lead you as you walk with Him 
in this liminal space. 

Richard

Why are we 
here? Why 
are we 

here? With COVID-19, 
floods, fires, storms 
and tornadoes, 
economic depression, 
social anxiety, loss of 
jobs, environmental 
concerns: why are we 
here? With humanity 
seeming to walk farther 
and farther away from 
Christ, with increasing 
knowledge of wars, battles, riots, 
crime, drug use, increasingly less 
and less trust of people: why are we 
here? I have started a conversation 
with our executive council as to 
why God has us here. I think it may 
be instructive to look back to our 
founder, Jesus, and why the first 
disciples followed him.

First of all, why did Jesus say 
he was here? Jesus told us he was 
sent to do the Fathers’ will: proclaim 
the good news of the Kingdom of 
God, testify to the truth, serve and 
give his life as ransom for many, 
reveal the Father, give rest to the 
weary and burdened, and save the 
world through himself. He calls all 
who are sinning (i.e. not living the 
holiness to which the Father calls 
us), so that we may have life, and 
have it abundantly. He also added: “I 
give you a new commandment—to 
love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another. 
Everyone will know by this that you 
are my disciples—if you have love 
for one another.” 

Jesus was (and 
is) the Messiah. He 
came to inaugurate 
our Father’s kingdom 
by his words and 
deeds. His disciples 
were actually a 
bunch of radical 
revolutionaries: 
they knew Jesus 
was indeed the 
Messiah, and joined 
with him to be part 
of overturning the 

world from the ways of the flesh to 
the ways of God. This is the second 
(and true) exodus: not from physical 
slavery in Egypt to physical freedom 
in Canaan, but to initiate and work 
for the completion of humanity’s 
journey from spiritual slavery to 
the spiritual freedom of the ways 
of God. A key to this process is, as 
Jesus told us, love. In fact, he told 
us that the summary of the law and 
the prophets, of everything that 
pointed to him, was: love God with 
all we are, and love each other as 
we love ourselves. What is the key 
outcome? What is the kingdom of 
God like? Well, I believe that living 
in the kingdom has three main 
characteristics: living in shalom, 
displaying the fruits of the Spirit 
(regardless of our present mood or 
our personality type), and being 
filled with Christ.

In the past, our diocese has 
had various visions and mission 
statements. Two bishops ago, Synod 
passed a motion that we were to 
be “self-sufficient, self-governing, 

and self-evangelizing.” One bishop 
ago, we agreed that our mission was 
encapsulated by Matthew 28:29-20: 
“Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptising them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I 
am with you always, to the end of 
the age.” This has sometimes been 
shortened to ‘being disciples and 
making disciples.’

My problem is that, though these 
are worthy outcomes and we should 
pursue them, they are just that: 
outcomes. The how and the why of 
them are a bit murky. So, I think we 
should really, really ask ourselves 
‘why?’ And this cannot just be a 
bishop thing; nor just a clergy thing; 
nor an executive council thing. For 
this to work, this has to be an every-
person-who-belongs-to-the-Diocese-
of-Athabasca thing. It also must be a 
Jesus-himself-would-sign-up-for-this 
thing. Following the ‘why-outline’ 
put forward by motivational speaker 
and author Simon Sinek (thank you 
Gail Shewchuk for guiding us to 
look at his work), this is my current 
‘why-in-progress,’ which I offer 
for your prayer, reflection, input, 
adaptation and, hopefully, eventually 
(not too far in the future), we all 
embark on living what we agree on.

Why are we here: to love, so 
that every person in Northern Alberta 
may: experience shalom, receive 
the fruits of the Spirit, and have the 
chance to be filled with Christ;

How we shall do this: because 

we: love God with all we are, love 
ourselves as images of God and 
adopted siblings of Christ, and 
love others as we love ourselves, 
accept others where they are and the 
task Christ gives us with them, are 
vulnerable to others in being open, 
honest, true, and accepting attack, 
have integrity within ourselves and 
with Christ, in everything we say and 
do, and empower ourselves to do the 
task Christ gives us and empower 
others to overcome their separation 
from God;

What we are aiming to happen 
as a result: resulting in: strong and 
ongoing relationship with Jesus 
the Christ and with each other, 
redemption of those around us, 
loving, joyful community, worship 
of the one and only true God, health, 
wellness, freedom from fear, being 
disciples of Christ, making disciples 
of Christ, being self-sufficient, self-
governing, and self-evangelizing.
So please! Send in your reflections 

on this to the Synod office or to 
a Diocesan Executive Council 
member. Talk about it in your 
congregations, at your vestry and 
ACW meetings. Let us together 
discern the will of God, the will of 
Christ, as to why we are here, in 
the Diocese of Athabasca. Perhaps 
we can share some of your input on 
our website, in our app, and via The 
Messenger. 

May you be greatly blessed as 
we strive together to follow Christ’s 
footsteps.

+David

Missional Discipleship

Why are we here? Charting a course based on purpose

The Ven. RICHARD KING
Archdeacon for 

Mission and Discipleship 
Diocese of Edmonton

Bishop DAVID GREENWOOD
Diocese of Athabasca
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I had the privilege of joining with the vestry of St. Luke’s, Beaverlodge, May 1, 
along with their rector-in-charge, the Rev. Fariborz Khandani, and worshiping with the 
congregation that Sunday. 

Beaverlodge struck me as having very positive local community spirit. For example, 
Stan Berry described how, in this time of COVID-19, the volunteer fire brigade has found a 
unique way to announce people’s birthdays by driving by the honoree’s home with sirens 
wailing. 

This is a community with an interesting history! Saskatoon Mountain, the local high 
elevation point, was a US Air Force (and then Canadian Government) radar base during 
the Cold War, and is now a beautiful lookout point. This diverse community also has 
Canada’s most northerly Agricultural Research Station. 

I was warmly welcomed by the congregation, for which I am very appreciative. It was 
great to meet and worship with them. I look forward to being there in person one day.

All glory be to God, +David

I had the honour of visiting, via Zoom, with the good people of St. Anne’s, Valleyview on the weekend of May 22-24.
Valleyview is a town of around 1,800 with a diverse economy based on forestry, farming, oil and gas, with a little gravel and sand mining thrown in for 

good measure. Based on that diversity, the town is relatively stable compared to its 
peers which are more one-industry focused.

I found the people of the parish to be outward-focused, with concern for the 
young in their community, and the future of their parish. I was delighted to hear of 
activities including Wednesday afternoon time with kids, quite a few recent baptisms, 
and a real willingness to step out and engage the community. As I listened to some 
of the stories of the gracious people there, I was struck by a deep and abiding faith, 
which perseveres and continues to redeem – a faith which I greatly celebrate. This 
faith in Christ is something we can hold onto. 

St. Anne’s in Valleyview illustrates that no matter the size of the town, no matter 
how few we may feel we are, Christ is with us, and in Christ we make a difference – a 
good and Godly difference. Thank you for being a great example, people of St. Anne’s 
and the Emmanuel Parish of East Smoky.

God bless you all, +David

I was able to visit with Christ Church, Grande Prairie’s 
vestry, and other members of the parish, May 8-10. I also 
enjoyed worship together with the congregation as a whole 
(or as many as could attend via zoom) on the Sunday morning.

Located at the south end of Grande Prairie, Christ Church 
is one of our larger congregations in the city of about 64,000. 
In both our meetings, I was struck by the pragmatism and 
strength of the people in the congregation, who seem very 
caring and knowledgeable. There is a culture of questioning 
and trying to discern what is the best way forward in a 
situation – all very helpful attributes. And, they are not 
immune to the occasional teasing! 

Again, I was warmly welcomed, which I appreciated. 
Whilst our worship was distanced through the technology of 
Zoom, like each place I have worshiped with in this way, I did 
find (for myself at least) the experience to be truly worshipful 
and engaging with God’s presence. I want to thank the people 
of Grande Prairie for that gift.

All glory be to God, +David

Athabasca

Bishop encouraged through virtual tour of diocese

For access to online services, both 
mid-week and on Sunday, please 
visit the diocesan website at 
www.dioath.ca, or one of the 
following parish websites: 

• www.dioath.ca
• www.stjamespr.org
• www.sttom.ca

• www.allsaintsanglican.ca
• www.christchurchanglicangp.

org
• www.parishnorthernlights.org

Or, go to Facebook.com and search:
• The Diocese of Athabasca
• St. James Cathedral
• St. Mark’s High Prairie

• St. Thomas Fort McMurray
• Christ Church Grande Prairie
• St. Anne’s Church Valleyview
• All Saints Church Fort 

McMurray
• St. Peters Church Slave Lake
• Anglican Church of Athabasca
• St. Helen’s Anglican Church
• St. Bartholomew’s Anglican 

Athabasca Diocese Virtual Worship Resources and Opportunities

On this page, the Rt. Rev. David Greenwood writes of his ongoing virtual tour to connect with parishes throughout Athabasca diocese. 
Bishop David’s consecration took place February 21, 2020, only weeks before the COVID-19 lockdown began in Alberta.

A Warm Welcome in the Parish of St. Luke’s, Beaverlodge

Meaningful worship with parishioners at Christ Church, Grande Prairie

Engaging Youth and Community Through St. Anne’s, Valleyview
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The annual Anglican 
Editors Association 
(AEA) conference 

held online via Zoom, June 
5-12, was an opportunity 
for diocesan paper editors 
and communicators, as well 
as Anglican Journal and 
General Synod staff to focus 
on digital publications. 

Catherine Pate, 
communications director 
for the Diocese of B.C. and 
conference host, and AEA 
President Mark Hauser, 
editor of Dialogue for 
Ontario diocese, facilitated 
four online sessions from 
their homes in Victoria and 
Kingston. The conference 
was originally planned for 
Victoria, but was moved 
online due to COVID-19 
travel restrictions.

Matt Morrison, owner 
of Tithe.ly Sites (formerly 
Ascend), described a few of 
the many benefits of online 
publications, such as cost-
effectiveness and the ability 
to reach vast audiences 
quickly. The COVID-19 
pandemic accelerated the 
need for the Anglican 
Journal and diocesan papers 
to build and expand their 

digital presence. Options 
for reading The Messenger 
currently include subscribing 
to receive a print edition by 
mail, or reading a digital 
copy of the paper at www.
edmonton.anglican.ca.

Many members of 
the Edmonton diocese 
have either worked with 
Morrison to launch their 
parish website on the 
Tithely (previously Ascend) 
platform, or know him 
through the parish website 
workshops he helped lead 
for the Edmonton diocese. 

In January, he partnered 
with online giving provider 
Tithely to create Tithe.ly 
Sites which offers website 
development tailored to 
churches, including tools 
for online giving, events 
management, electronic 
newsletters, sermon 
podcasting and much more. 

The Diocese of B.C., 
one of many Anglican 
Church of Canada dioceses 
to launch websites on the 
Tithely platform, is piloting 
a new feature which will 
give parishes the ability 
to share news and events 
across their websites with 
the click of a mouse. Tithely 
will be rolling out this new 

feature for all parishes 
and dioceses very soon. 
Tithe.ly Sites is also 
developing a messaging 
platform which it hopes 
launch by the end of the 
summer.

Since the merger, 
Tithe.ly Sites has been 
able to substantially 
reduce its fee for 
developing and hosting 
websites. Parishes and 
dioceses in the Anglican 
Church of Canada can 
now purchase a Tithely 
website for $149 US, 
plus a monthly hosting fee 
of $19. This price reduction 
will be passed on to the 
Edmonton diocese and 
parishes already on the 
platform. 

Since the start of 
the pandemic in mid-
March, when parishes 
were required to postpone 
public gatherings, online 
giving has been gaining 
momentum with church 
giving continuing to trend 
away from cash or cheque 
donations. The Edmonton 
diocese has partnered 
with the Tithely online 
giving platform to offer 
a discounted rate for our 
family of parishes. When 

a parish registers with the 
Diocese of Edmonton link 
https://tithe.ly/rp/ADOE/
register, they will pay a 
discounted transaction fee on 
all donations they receive. 

To learn more about the 
benefits of a Tithely site, 
visit https://get.tithe.ly/
blog/tithely-sites or watch 
this video of Morrison 
discussing automated church 
website set-up: https://
youtu.be/XUV5D-YxWF0.

The AEA Conference 
also included a business 
session with reports by 
president Mark Hauser, 
treasurer James Sweeny, 
and Anglican Journal Editor 
Matthew Townsend. Also in 
attendance was Joe Vesci, 
General Synod Director of 

Communications. Diocesan 
Post editor Susan Down 
shared tips for growing 
a digital audience, such 
as captivating headlines, 
short stories, great photos, 
localising national stories 
and making space for the 
story subject’s voice. As 
always, a highlight of the 
conference was a critique of 
diocesan papers by Saskia 
Rowley, art director for the 
Anglican Journal. Rowley 
suggested ways editors could 
improve upon their designs 
and enhance their design 
software skillsets.

God-willing, Catherine 
Pate and the B.C. diocese 
will host the 2021 AEA 
Conference in Victoria. 

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Anglican editors discuss challenges, benefits of digital news

Anglican editors from across Canada discuss ways to make diocesan and national 
news stories accessible to a diverse audience during AEA conference, June 2020.

St. Patrick’s receives Anglican Foundation Grant for energy efficiency

St. Patrick’s Anglican 
Church in Edmonton 
will use a $2,500 

grant from the Anglican 
Foundation of Canada 
(AFC) to continue its efforts 
toward environmental 
sustainability and energy 
efficiency. 

In May, the AFC board 
of directors met via Zoom 
to review 28 climate change 
action proposals from across 
Canada. 

“We are so thankful 
for the support and 
generosity of the Anglican 
Foundation,” says the Rev. 
Kevin Kraglund, rector, 
who worked with parish 
environment champion 
Vivian Bell to prepare St. 
Patrick’s proposal. 

St. Patrick’s will use the 
grant to purchase a digital 

projector, moveable AV cart, 
mounted speaker and screen. 
The AV equipment will help 
the parish make educational 
presentations about the 
urgent need to act on climate 
change from both scientific 
and Christian perspectives.

The projector will also 
help the parish reduce its 
use of paper (saving trees 
protects creation!), and 
will aid the parish’s many 
ministries and groups, 
including: Sunday school 
and youth, community 
English learning classes for 
newcomers and immigrants, 
as well as joint events with 
community groups and the 
Edmonton diocese. 

With the additional 
funds, the parish will be 
able to seal and insulate 
the church’s front doors for 
improved energy efficiency, 
and plant a mature tree to 

shade its community bench 
(trees are the front line of 
defense against climate 
change!). 

The parish has already 
taken many steps toward 
greening, such as: 

1. Collecting and recycling 
bottles to start a “Green 
Fund,” for energy-saving 
LED lights. The Green 
Fund is now being built-
up for the installation of 
solar panels;

2. Installing a new 
insulated roof;

3. Replacing inefficient 
fridge;

4. Starting a green 
education corner and 
Green Wall bulletin 
board in the hall 
(displaying the new 
baptismal vow of 
sustaining creation), 
green books lending 

libraries for both 
adults and children and 
inspiring green scripture 
and other green wisdom 
posters;

5. Transitioning from the 
use of plastics in hall 
and kitchen;

6. Replacing bathroom and 
kitchen hand soaps with 
refillable dispensers of 
biodegradable soap. 

St. Patrick’s says these 
additional steps “reflect a 
continued commitment to 
our baptismal vow to sustain 
and renew the life of the 
earth.” 

Although the timeline 
for incorporating further 
green improvements may be 
affected by the challenges 
of COVID-19 the parish is 
adapting to change, it trusts 
with the blessing of our God 
and creator.

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

St. Patrick’s Anglican Church has been awarded an Anglican 
Foundation grant for being a champion of green change.
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I love to garden, and 
have always had a large 
plot. One of the benefits 

of living on a farm is that 
you can grow your own 
food, with ample to share 
with families and friends. 
Last May, I planted with 
my usual enthusiasm…
and then the rains came. It 
rained and rained and rained: 
almost every day throughout 
June and July. This was a 
challenge for local farmers 
and had a disastrous 
impact on my garden. 
Suddenly I had a 
“lake front” property 
- only the “lake” was 
in the middle of my 
vegetable patch. When 
the sun finally shone 
and the water receded, 
the mud remained. 
Standing in it, I would 
sink in mud to the 
top of my boots. The 
majority of plants 
yellowed and died. It 
was disheartening. 

I remember, 
however, the biggest 
harvest I ever had was 
the year my garden was 
completely destroyed 
by hail. The bounty of 
vegetables did not come 
from my soil. When my 
neighbours heard of my 
predicament, they provided 
me with more vegetables 
than I could possibly use. 

These days, as our 
communities deal with 
COVID-19, we are also 
seeing wonderful examples 
of neighbourly love. People 
are shopping for those with 
compromised immune 
systems, making masks 
for others, delivering food 
parcels, creating online 
children’s resources, etc. 

There are ways we can 

ensure our 
neighbours 
beyond our local 
community 
receive love, 
too. Many 
of you are 
supporting the 
work of the 
Primate’s World 
Relief and 
Development 
Fund (PWRDF), 
our Anglican 
relief and 
development 
agency. This 
is enabling 
important 
projects to 
continue and 
new initiatives to flourish. 
Thanks to you and other 
generous donors, PWRDF 
recently allocated $111,000 
to support partners in their 
work. These are some 
of PWRDF’s exciting 
initiatives:

• In Kenya we are helping 
support people living in 
the massive Katkuma 
refugee camp. The much-
needed medical equipment 
and personal 
protective equipment 
(PPE) will help the 
local Kenyan health 
partners deal with the 
COVID-19 virus;

• In Bangladesh we 
are enabling our 
partner UBINIG 
to provide health 
protection and food 
support and seeds for 
those most affected 
by the pandemic; 
farmers, birth 
attendants, domestic 
workers, garment 

workers and weavers, 
as well as pregnant and 
breastfeeding mothers;

• In Edmonton we are 
supporting our diocese 
as it supplements its 
outreach programming to 
accompany Indigenous 
women, many of whom 

are leaving abusive 
relationships and trying 
to get off the streets. The 
project also includes a 
birthing and doula service;

• In South Sudan we are 
providing COVID-19 
support, as well as 
food aid for displaced 
people, with partners the 
Episcopal Church of South 
Sudan and the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank;

• In Haiti we are working 
with 
partners 
to provide 
educational 
training 
and 
COVID-19 
awareness, 
as well as 
appropriate 
PPE for 
dispensary 
staff, 
hygiene 
products 
and 
medication 
to patients.

In March of this year, 
with your support PWRDF 
concluded a very successful 
$20 million, four-year All 

Mothers and Children Count 
(AMCC) project in Rwanda, 
Mozambique, Tanzania 
and Burundi. Recently the 
government of Canada has 
enabled us to continue our 
work with these partners 
through a $1.9 million grant 
to support these vulnerable 
communities through the 
pandemic. They will work 
to encourage physical 
distancing, access to clean 
water, soap and disinfectant, 
the acquisition of PPE and 
reliable health information.

COVID-19 does not 
discriminate between the 
wealthy and the poor, 
those living in Canada or 
a developing nation. The 
difference is that, as well 
as an excellent health care 
system, the majority of us 
here enjoy access to clean 
water, soap, and sanitizers. 
Unfortunately, in many parts 
of the world people do not 
have that luxury. How can 
we help our neighbours? We 
can pray for them and, if we 
are able, we can financially 
support the work of PWRDF. 
This help is imperative if we 
are to continue our important 
work.

To donate to PWRDF’s 
COVID-19 emergency 
response, go to pwrdf.
org/give-today. Click on 
Emergency Response and 
select COVID-19 in the 
memo field. You can also 
click on the All Mothers and 
Children Count COVID-19 
Extension to support that 
response. You may also 
donate by phone toll-free at 
1-(866) 308-7973 or mail 
a cheque to PWRDF, 80 
Hayden Street, Toronto, 
M4Y 3G2.

DOROTHY MARSHALL
PWRDF Representative
Diocese of Edmonton

PWRDF joins global response to COVID-19 pandemic

Mother and sibling look on as child is tested for fever in Tanzanian village.



8  THE MESSENGER SEPTEMBER 2020

A silent auction and dinner in 
Edmonton, and the building 
of a freshwater spring in a 

Burundi village; two events a world 
apart, yet connected by the love 
and concern of Christian people 
and the partnership of two Anglican 
dioceses.

In November 2019, St. David’s 
Anglican Church in Edmonton 
hosted its annual silent auction 
and dinner. Parishioners invited as 
guest speaker diocesan treasurer the 
Rev. John Gee, to present on water 
management projects in the Diocese 
of Buyé.  Buyé diocese is blessed 
with a number of natural freshwater 
springs. Piping water from these 
springs is a cost-effective way to 
prevent contamination, thus reducing 
incidents of water-borne illness. 

Inspired by Gee’s compelling 

presentation (he completed a three-
month practicum in Burundi while 
studying theology and development 

at Wycliffe College), St. David’s 
raised more than $2,000 for clean 
water projects in the Diocese of 

Buyé.
Gee forwarded the money at the 

start of 2020, and this summer the 
funds, combined with the effort of 
local community members, began 
making a difference in the lives of 
Burundians. 

Near the end of June, he received 
an email message from the Rev. 
Audace Kwizera, diocesan secretary 
in Buyé: “I would like to inform 
you,” he said. “We have started using 
the money you sent to construct 
a water spring. The area of the 
water spring is called Muhinzoga at 
Giteranyi parish.”

Another message followed just 
10 days later: “Construction work is 
now over, and people have started 
enjoying clean water. Appreciations 
to all who contributed towards this 
significant project.”

The COVID-19 pandemic 
curtailed many of the regular 
church gatherings, outreach 

programs and food ministries offered 
by Christ Church, Edmonton. Our 
monthly community dinner, now 
entering its fourth decade, and 
our much newer weekly summer 
neighbourhood barbecues are just 
two examples. Our parish kitchen 
was, nonetheless, a site of great 
energy and creativity throughout 
May and June. 

In late April, our rector the Rev. 
Susan Oliver received a request to 
help families in need in the Roman 
Catholic school system. These 
families depended on their local 
school’s lunch programs to carry 
their children through the week. 
When the pandemic arrived, schools 
emptied and the program lost its 
funding. With her characteristic 
dedication to the Christian ethic of 
hospitality and outreach, Sue offered 
our kitchen and began planning this 
important food security program.

Then, in May, Christ Church 
was awarded a $10,000 Emergency 
Community Support Fund grant, 
through the Edmonton Community 
Foundation, to provide hot meal 
hampers to students from four 
Edmonton schools.

Throughout May and June, three 
teams of four to five volunteers led 
by Rev. Sue, Margie King, and Ron 
Norton worked in the kitchen with 
deacon the Rev. Sheila Moorey, 
community dinner facilitator, 
learning new tricks and old lessons 

to make the work go smoothly 
and efficiently. Fred Freeman also 
attended every day, providing his 
unique work with dishwashing, a gift 
that makes him a true hero for all the 
volunteers. The Holy Spirit blessed 
our groups with joy and conviviality 
and the gift of getting to know each 
other better. 

Between 8:30 am and 12:30 pm, 
each group prepared 30 hampers that 
could nourish families of four. Main 
course offerings included: shepherd’s 
pie, lasagna, beef noodle casserole, 
and ham, cheese and potato stew. 
Fruits, vegetables, dinner rolls, 
cookies, snacks, chips and other 

treats completed 
the hampers. 
Sue provided 
homemade apple 
crisp for every 
hamper one week, 
and also connected 
our program to 
Edmonton’s Food 
Bank, which 
has provided an 
abundance of 
ingredients and 
essentials. The 
Little Potato 
Company of 
Edmonton 
generously 
supplied a 
versatile and staple 
ingredient. We 
have vigorously 
mashed or 
patiently baked 
potatoes nearly 
every week, except 
when pasta is the 
major element. 

Our team leaders brought 
bushels of experience and a good 
measure of culinary genius to large 
scale cooking. One memorable dish, 
Greek lemon herbed chicken with 
golden roasted potatoes, was one 
of Ron’s creations inspired by on-
hand ingredients. I have learned a 
lot about the spirituality of cooking 
from watching Ron at work. He 
added some crushed potato chips to 
the top of one casserole to bring a 
delightful surprise for the families 
and a perfect contrast of feel and 
taste to the dish. His large trays of 
roasted potatoes look and smell 

heavenly because they are, in a very 
real sense, heavenly in their purpose 
and intention. Chocolates from 
the food bank came in glistening 
wrappings of bright gorgeous colours 
of scarlet and lavender and green, 
almost like gifts or treasures. We 
hope these sensory surprises were 
uplifting and fun for families and for 
children missing their school lunch 
table friends and their teachers.

When we transferred food to 
foil containers for each hamper we 
were, perhaps, not so much filling 
empty spaces as building dependable 
structures. Casseroles, lasagnas, 
shepherd’s pies, and other dishes 
consist of carefully constructed 
layers from the hands of the master 
chef at the oven to each apportioned 
serving. To “edify” means literally to 
build something up (“let all things be 
done for edification,” 1 Corinthians 
14:26). It is also a word with 
culinary connotations since food 
should be spiritually edifying and not 
just physically nourishing. “Edify” 
has a special way of blending the 
spiritual and material significance 
of food. A full hamper can give new 
meaning to the phrase “the beauty 
of holiness” etched in the strong fir 
beams above our chancel steps. 

We hope and pray that this 
ministry has built up families in 
body, mind, and spirit, and helped 
to maintain our entire parish morale 
in a challenging time. Volunteering 
has been a very edifying experience 
for all. We would like to thank the 
Edmonton Community Foundation 
for their generous grant which helped 
to make this project a reality. 

Parish Outreach

Christ Church connects with school lunch program 
DAVID GAY

Christ Church, Edmonton

Fresh connection between St. David’s and Buyé diocese 

Pictured above: team leader Ron Norton, with Barb Norton and Anne 
Smith, prepares Moroccan chicken; Pictured below: deacon Sheila 
Moorey prepares hampers.

Two boys collect fresh water from the new village spring in Muhinzoga, Giteranyi parish, 
Diocese of Buyé, Burundi.
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Together a community 
organisation dedicated to 
helping people access locally 

grown food and the Anglican parish 
in Jasper are encouraging neighbours 
to share the fruits of their labour.

“It’s been fantastic to collaborate 
with Andreas,” says Marissa Kidd, 
vice-president of the Jasper Local 
Food Society, who recently partnered 
with the Rev. Andreas Sigrist, rector 
of St. Mary’s and St. George’s, 
to offer the Jasper Veggie Share 
program. The concept is simple: 
growers and seekers of fresh produce 
are invited to the church on Thursday 
afternoons to give or take fruits and 
veggies. 

As much as she is able, Kidd, 
who is mother to two children 
ages one and three, works to ease 
general apprehension about sharing 
and encourages communities to 
take control of their food system to 
“begin to build the future we’d like 
to see.” 

“There should be no stigma in 
sharing what we have or need,” she 
says. 

The Jasper Local Food Society 
originated with a community garden 
project 10 years ago. The nonprofit 
organisation, now supported by 
nearly 100 members, has helped 
improve access to locally grown 
foods by leading community 
initiatives such as the Jasper 
Farmer’s Market and Jasper Veggie 
Share program.

Since joining the board four 
years ago, Kidd has helped start a 
seed library and has volunteered 
with the school gardens project. 
Jasper’s three schools share one large 
schoolyard where the students are 
encouraged to help plant and grow 
gardens. 

“Helping our kids connect with 
nature can be a real challenge in 
Jasper,” says Kidd who is completing 
a masters degree in environmental 
sustainability education with a focus 
on children’s literature. 

“We live in this beautiful, 
amazing place but the problem 
with most national parks, certainly 
this one, is that there are so many 
regulations founded in the idea that 
humans are separate from – not an 
inextricable part of – nature. Our 
kids are taught not to forage - to be 
hands-off, as if nature is a living 
museum, rather than a part of our 
extended family. The intimacy and 

interdependence pieces 
are lost.” 

It is this same 
colonial viewpoint that 
“underpins the forced 
removal of Indigenous 
people whose territory 
the park now occupies,” 
she says. “Colonial 
ways of thinking 
couldn’t, and still can’t, 
conceptualise a way 
of being with nature 
that doesn’t involve 
exploitation and 
destruction.”

Sigrist adds,“as 
long as we remain distant and lack 
intimacy with the places where we 
live (contemporary way of being 
human), we are prevented from 
making positive change in regards to 
sustainability and our use/abuse of 
creation.”

Jasper Veggie Share is intended 
to be a small step toward “bringing 
people closer to the food they eat, to 
the people who grew it, to the land 
it was grown on and, hopefully, to 
greater conversations about equity 
and justice as it relates to land, food, 
community interdependence and 
resilience,” says Kidd.

She draws further inspiration 
for building community connection 
through nature and locally-sourced 
food from grassroots initiatives like 
Loving Spoonful, based in Kingston, 

ON, where she once resided. Many 
Alberta-based community initiatives 
also share the common belief that 
everyone needs to eat, and everyone 
deserves to eat well. In Canmore, 
the Food Recovery Barn works with 
restaurants to save food from the 
landfill by redistributing it to the 
community at large, farm animals, or 
people willing to compost at home. 
In Edmonton, the Food Bank’s 
Plant, Grow, Share a Row program 
encourages gardeners to plant an 
extra row and donate their surplus 
produce.

The Jasper Veggie Share 
program invites people to bring 
or pick up fresh garden produce 
on Thursday afternoons, between 
2:30 and 5:30 pm, at St. Mary’s 
and St. George’s Anglican Church 
(accessible porch between the church 
and hall).

The Jasper Food Bank runs 
out of the church’s lower hall on 
Thursdays, between 6 and 6:30 pm. 

Sigrist, who serves on the board 
of the food bank which is operated 
independently by volunteers from 
the wider community, hopes that, by 
operating in close proximity to one 
another. the community organisations 
can provide the additional benefit of 
convenience to families.

“Recently, some of the families 
accessing the food bank also took 
home rhubarb from Veggie Share,” 
he says.

When St. Paul’s regular 
lunch ministry, “Soups 
On,” was put on hold 

during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the parish found a safe way to feed 
its hungry neighbours outdoors. 

Throughout spring and summer 
the parish, led by people’s warden 
Nicohl Walker, grew three types of 
lettuce (green, romaine and kale), 
radishes, strawberries, tomatoes 
and carrots in planters alongside the 
church. Members of the community 
were invited to come by anytime 
and help themselves to fresh fruits 
and veggies.

St. Paul’s children and youth 
helped with planting and weeding, 
while the church maintenance crew 
kept the planters watered.

“We are thankful to be able to 
help our community in this new 
way,” says Sara Bloomfield, a St. 

Paul’s youth member. 
Walker says the vegetable 

planter initiative brings the parish 
one step closer to its dream of 
starting a community/peace garden.

Community Engagement

The Rev. ROBYN KING
Rector, St. Paul’s, Leduc

Jasper veggie share connects church, community, land

Adalynn helps water fruits and veggies in the  
St. Paul community planter garden.

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Locally grown produce available at Jasper Veggie Share, located  
in St. Mary’s and St. George’s Anglican Church, Jasper.

St. Paul’s Planter Garden 
Open to Neighbours

Donna Gauthier, rector of St. John the Evangelist Anglican Church in Cold Lake, 
receives a cheque for $500, from Hella-Ann Bortolotto of Western Financial Group. 
The gift from the Western Communities Foundation Community Food & Nutrition 
Emergency Fund will go to St. John’s Deacon’s Cupboard program, which purchases 
food locally and distributes it to single-parent families and students.

“Food is a luxury for some people in our community,” said Gauthier. “Our 
focus has been on finding people who would be unlikely to ask for help. These are 
hardworking individuals and families who do not have enough family income to pay 
for rent, utilities and food.” 

Deacon’s Cupboard distributes 
food to Cold Lake families
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The COVID-19 pandemic 
did not prevent On Eagle’s 
Wings (OEW) from being a 

presence (albeit virtual) in northern 
communities this summer. 

In a regular year, the inter-
denominational ministry with bases 
in Edmonton, Yellowknife, and Fort 
McMurray, provides volunteer teams 
to lead vacation Bible camp in more 
than 20 communities in Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, the Northwest 
Territories, Nunavut, Ontario, and 
Québec. But the borders of the 
Northwest Territories and Nunavut 
were closed to outside travelers to 
keep the pandemic from spreading.

“At the start of the pandemic we 
adopted a wait-and-see approach, 
but as the months wore on, it was 
abundantly clear we weren’t going 
to be able to do things in any kind 
of normal fashion,” said the Rev. 
Lesley Hand, executive director of 
On Eagle’s Wings. “Normal for us is 
recruiting the volunteers, equipping 
the team and sending the team into 
the community for a week.” Vacation 
Bible camp teams visit upwards 
of 12 northern communities each 
summer.

Rather than “cancelling 
everything outright,” Hand asked 
volunteers to re-direct their gifts, 
time and talents into making a 
video of themselves telling a Bible 
story, or leading a craft, skit, song 
or another activity from the “Christ 
Loves All People” (CLAP) Bible 
Camp curriculum. Volunteers, who 
typically would spend part of their 
vacation leading a Bible camp, 
responded enthusiastically to Hand’s 

request.
OEW launched its first-ever 

Video Vacation Bible Camp in 
partnership with Bishop David 
Lehmann and the Diocese of 
Caledonia. At the ministry’s 
Edmonton headquarters, 
volunteers worked for two weeks 
assembling 1,000 Bible camp 
kits (200 of each kit). Each kit 
contained a DVD of Bible stories 
and songs, an activity booklet, 
crafting materials and general 
stationary supplies.

“This was absolutely a God 
orchestration,” said Hand. “I’d 
been praying for a couple of weeks 
about what we could do, and 
how we could still work with the 
communities remotely. Then Bishop 
David called out of the blue to ask 
if we’d like to partner with him. He 
explained that he had received a 
grant to hire a summer intern to work 
at Camp Caledonia which had closed 
due to the pandemic. ‘Was there a 
way,’ he wondered, ‘to simplify the 
OEW curriculum for families to do 
backyard Bible camp at home?’”

For each of the five Bible stories 
in the CLAP curriculum, families 
received a craft kit and an activity 
book designed by Mathew McPhee, 
a postulant of the Edmonton diocese 
who is studying at Wycliffe College 
at the University of Toronto. He 
worked out of his parents’ home in 
Sylvan Lake for the summer.

Accessing a stable internet 
connection can be a challenge in 
the north and not all families have 
a computer. McPhee recorded the 
videos onto DVDs, in addition to 
uploading the content to YouTube 
channels for On Eagle’s Wings and 

the Caledonia diocese.
“He was thrown in the deep end 

and has swum admirably,” said Hand 
of McPhee.

“What’s really cool is this started 
as a way for us to reach the families 
we serve and for Bishop David to 
reach the families in Caledonia 
diocese, and now Bishop Lesley 
Wheeler-Dame would like to use it 
in Yukon diocese and United and 
Lutheran churches in the Yukon have 
also expressed interest. It’s just like 
God is spreading it all over,” she 
said.

Hand was able to breathe a 
sigh of relief by the third week of 
July, when the kits were delivered 
to families in Arctic communities. 
While OEW did save a bit of money 
by not transporting people to the 
north, some flights had already 
been booked before the pandemic. 
However, she was able to send the 
supplies for Grise Fiord, Resolute 
Bay, Tuktoyaktuk, Aklavik and 
Ft. McPherson by air cargo from 

Edmonton. 
“We were 

blessed to have a 
trucking company 
take supplies for 
60 families directly 
to Behchoko by 
road at no cost,” 
she said. “My 
daughter took 
the box for Fort 
Chipewyan to Fort 
McMurray and put 
it on McMurray 
Aviation there.”

Once the 
kits reached 
their destination, 
community leaders 

had “great ideas about how they 
wanted to give them to families,” 
she said. Some leaders distributed 
the kits every Saturday afternoon, 
encouraging families to work on 
them together on Sunday as part of 
their at-home worship. Others made 
the kits available for pick-up at 
their local store, depending on each 
community’s needs.

Surplus Video VBC supplies 
were offered and gladly accepted 
by Hand’s clergy connections in 
the parishes of St. Augustines-
Parkland, Spruce Grove; St Anne’s, 
Valleyview; St Andrew’s/Zion, 
Boyle/Colinton and distributed to 
local families.

“We are immensely thankful 
for our volunteers, donors, and 
friends who help make Bible camps 
possible,” said Hand. “We’ve been 
busy, this has been a lot of work and 
it’s tiring. But it’s been a lot fun and 
we know that God is going to use it 
and that’s the main thing.”

Ministry in a Pandemic

On Eagle’s Wings’ first-ever video Vacation Bible Camp
MARGARET GLIDDEN

Edmonton Editor

On Eagle’s Wings Volunteers Irene (left) and Marilyn Goebel assemble 
vacation bible camp kits.

Increasingly, masks are being 
used as a protective barrier, 
especially in places where people 

are unable to keep a safe physical 
distance from one another.

Members of All Saints’, Drayton 
Valley have supported the facemask-
making effort by donating cotton 
fabric, including unused men’s 
handkerchiefs. Jean Wood used the 
donated fabric to make pleated, 
double-layer masks. The masks have 
a slit at the back to allow for an extra 
layer of disposable fabric or gauze 
to be inserted. Elastic has been in 
short supply, so Wood improvised 
with dollar store headbands which 
she deconstructed and sewed back 

together as ear pieces. You 
can find all sorts of mask 
patterns on the internet, 
as well as guidelines 
for caring for, wearing 
and removing masks (an 
important component of 
infection control).

Of the 38 masks sewn 
by Wood, four were given 
to the Rev. Christopher 
Cook, rector of All Saints’, Cynthia 
Cook and their daughters. My 
husband and I also received masks. 
We mailed the remaining masks 
to the Royal Alexandra Hospital 
volunteer department and they were 
very appreciative in their response. 
The need for masks will continue for 
all hospital staff and the public. 

During the COVID-19 
lockdown, I also began knitting 
beanie hats for chemo patients at 
the local cancer care centre and 
the Cross Cancer Institute, as an 
outlet for my creativity. Listening 
to spiritual music on YouTube and 
watching the live stream service 
from our church have also given me 
solace.

Gardens and backyards have 
become places of refuge (for 
those of us fortunate to have 
them) during the pandemic; much 
like the Garden of Gethsemane 
must have been for Jesus and his 
disciples. I have heard from people 
in many parts of the world who are 
spending a good deal of time in 
their gardens. I have also enjoyed 
writing a column for our local 

paper, encouraging families to plant 
vegetables for food security, and to 
teach children the science of growing 
food.

Miriam Roberts is the social 
action representative for the Diocese 
of Edmonton ACW, as well as a 
regular contributor to the Drayton 
Valley Write Stuff writers’ group.

Coping by creatively helping protect and educate during COVID-19
MIRIAM ROBERTS

All Saints’, Drayton Valley
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Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic in 
March, neighbours have reached out to one 
another through acts of caring and kindness. 

In so doing, whether or not they realise it, they are 
living Jesus’ greatest commandment.

Jon and Robyn Thompson, with the help of 
their daughters, found a way to turn one of their 
favourite family activities – playing backyard 
Circus – into an opportunity to share the fun, 
excitement and wonder of their Christian faith with 
their St. John the Evangelist, Edmonton church 
family and their neighbours in the Edmonton 
diocese.

The Thompsons had been looking forward to 
a summer filled with activities: from family camp 
with their four children, to performing skits at the 
parish’s annual Vacation Bible Camp (VBC). But 
by June it was clear those activities were no longer 
going to happen – at least not the way they had 
planned.

“I was feeling sad for all the kids and families 
who couldn’t go to camp this year,” says Robyn. 
“Those camping experiences are such an amazing 
way for kids to learn about God.”

Fortunately, the couple had been wanting to 
work on a creative project together. So they talked 
about it and decided “hey, we could just make 
something ourselves!”

The idea for Video Vacation Bible Camp 
and Backyard Circus (based on the theme of The 
Greatest Commandment) was born during a time 
when the Thompson family was homeschooling 
and finishing up “every single final assignment in 

time for report cards.” 
The circus theme was inspired by Robyn’s and 

Jon’s Lenten Bible study groups which focused on 
discipleship and practicing spiritual disciplines.

“Our spiritual practices equip us for life, 
especially when life gets hard,” says Robyn. “We 
thought about how we could translate some of 
those ideas into a kids’ VBC and, in particular, 
the Greatest Commandment, which someone said 
sounded like the ‘greatest showman’. Our kids 
have always loved playing backyard circus and so 
everything just fell into place.”

For three weeks, the Thompson’s dining room 
and its great natural lighting, doubled as the Video 
VBC film studio. (The family has since reclaimed 
their dining room table which had been buried 
under a pile of puppets and props.) Filming with an 
iPhone and tripod against a greenscreen backdrop, 
they produced a series of five, 30-40-minute 
videos modelled on the puppet shows Robyn 
began recording for her Sunday school class in 
March, when churches in the Edmonton diocese 
were closed for in-person worship. 

The filmmakers “learned on the job” by 
downloading editing software and watching online 
tutorials. Jon says that, in hindsight, they would 
have purchased a better quality greenscreen, as 
getting all the wrinkles out “added hours” to the 
editing time. He wound up stretching his vacation 
time from one week to two.

The VBC videos, which can be accessed by 
request via St. John’s website (www.sjechurch.
ca), feature the talents of the Thompson’s 
daughters and other members of St. John’s church. 
Circus ringmasters, Betsy (11) and Laura (9), 

introduced each act with great gusto, and also 
helped their mom with puppetry.

“They hadn’t really done anything like this 
before,” says Robyn, “But they were so confident 
in front of the camera. Most of what they did was 
improvisation. I just told them, ‘okay, now do five 
intros for crafts,’ and they did.”

“While we were busy editing, the older girls 
helped take care of their younger sisters,” said Jon. 
“They surprised us. There was less bickering and 
more time allowed for Disney movies than usual.” 

The worship music for Video VBC is led by 
a church member who also teaches school music, 
and his daughters. Another parishioner also 
happens to be a professional drummer and he lends 
his musical talent to several segments featuring the 
girls and puppets rapping the Bible verse. Robyn 
invited St. John’s families to submit videos of 
themselves doing demos of the crafts and games. 

“We wanted this to be something that brings 
people together during a time when everyone’s 
feeling so separated,” she says. “The kids did a 
great job!”

Children’s minister and VBC team member 
Melissa Chaffee says: “I loved seeing the faces 
of our St. John’s families in their participation 
videos. I have sure missed seeing our community 
in person.”

Each video features an original story, written 
and told by Jon. With the girls gathered at the 
foot of his armchair, he begins speaking and the 
film cuts away to the silly scenarios a child might 
imagine. These hilarious scenes are enacted by 
puppets already familiar to the Sunday School 
children, including Petunia the Pig, Camilla the 
Camel and Sir Romanov the Brave, who turn up 
in interesting places like the Road to Emmaus, a 
circus tent and the wild west.

“I asked Jon to do the little story, so he goes 
away for two hours to write the first one and 
comes back with a script that has 15 different 
interruptions by puppets!” said Robyn. “I thought, 
okay, this is really funny, but holy cow! In the end 
we did more than 100 puppet scenes.”

“It was interesting,” says Jon, a computer 
programmer who had some previous video 
production experience, though “nothing of this 
scale. If you put all the videos together, we made a 
two-and-a-half-hour film!”

Jon and Robyn found their inability to interact 
with families as they watch and participate in 
Video VBC a challenge. 

“We really have no way of knowing how they 
are responding to and interacting with the content,” 
says Jon. 

However, “one of my friends did post pictures 
to Instagram of her girls as they were doing VBC,” 
says Robyn. “It was really amazing to see the kids 
having so much fun and it was exciting to know 
our work is blessing someone.” 

Continued on page 16.

St. John’s Families Step Right Up to 
Video VBS and Backyard Circus

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Robyn Thompson poses in front of the greenscreen with daughters and circus ringmasters Laura (left) and Betsy and some of 
the puppets who starred in St. John’s Video Vacation Bible Camp.

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all 
your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.” Luke 10:27
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Children and parents giggled 
and waved pool noodles 
during a game of socially-

distanced freeze tag at the kick-off 
for Christ Church, Edmonton’s 
“Messy Summer Pigs, Parties, and 
Prayer: Discovering God’s Love 
Through the Parables.”

“Thinking up ways to keep 
kids engaged and learning, while at 
the same time not eating, drinking, 
singing or touching the same things 
or one another, was a tall order,” said 
the Rev. Susan Oliver, rector.

In addition to pool noodle tag, 
messy church-goers danced to the 
Village People’s “Y.M.C.A.” and 
completed a self-guided scavenger 
hunt in the church gardens. The 
children were then invited to sit in 

circles on the lawn, at 
a safe social distance 
of two metres apart, to 
listen to Rev. Sue tell 
Jesus’ Parable of the 
Good Samaritan.

“Kids have missed 
church a lot and this is a 
wonderful way to have 
them back in the garden 
running around like they 
own the joint,” she said.

As Messy Church 
wound down, people 
toting lawn chairs, 
some with canine companions, 
strolled amidst trees and flowers still 
glistening with freshly fallen rain. 
They were welcomed to Wednesday 
evening vespers by the sweet sound 
of Jodi Penner, joined by daughters 
Abigail and Isabella, singing in the 

gardens. The Penner family was 
accompanied on guitar by special 
guest Jorge Vargas, Bella’s high 
school Spanish teacher and band 
leader.

Church marshals (volunteers 
trained to help the congregation 
follow COVID-19 safety protocol), 
greeted members of the parish, as 
well as several neighbours who 
were drawn to the gardens by the 
enchanting music.

“I’ve been praying for this 
moment since COVID started,” said 

Oliver, jubilant over 
the opportunity to lead 
in-person worship 
gatherings for the first 
time since March.

When public 
worship was 
postponed March 15 
Christ Church began 
offering pre-recorded 
Sunday services on 
the parish YouTube 
channel, and Morning 
Prayer every weekday 
morning via Zoom. 

Summer Garden Church 
offerings also included clergy 
chats with Rev. Sue and Canon 
Chelsy Bouwman on Tuesday and 
Wednesday mornings. During this 
time, the church building was open 
for quiet prayer and a weekly, self-
guided meditation on The Parables. 
Outdoor prayer stations were situated 
throughout the garden. 

Garden church proved a popular 
way to ease back into indoor services 
in the fall. 

Members from St. Thomas’, 
Wainwright and St. 
Mary’s, Edgerton churches 

seeded hope in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic by reaching 
out to one another in May with gifts 
of potted plants. 

Without hesitation, vestry 
members supported an idea to 
deliver a “Seed of Hope” flower pot 
along with a notecard bearing the 
message: “We are holding you on our 
hearts and in our prayers,” to every 
parish family. One person offered 
to paint the pots, another offered to 
supply seed from her own plants and 
others offered to deliver the pots. 

The biggest challenge was finding 
the pots! The parishes purchased 
all the four-inch terra cotta pots in 
Wainwright and could have used 
more.

The May 3 Sunday service, pre-
recorded and shared via YouTube, 
included a blessing of soil, seed, 
water and herds by rector the Rev. 
Ann Marie Nicklin. She blessed 
five pots placed front and center 
to represent all the pots. She then 
blessed the soil, marigold seeds 
(planted five to a pot) and water. A 
carnation in a vase was placed in 
the center of each pot to carry on 
the annual tradition of presenting 
the women of the church with a 
carnation on Mother’s Day. The 
blessing of the herds was done with 

a picture of a cow and 
newborn calf on one of 
the farms in the parish.

Members of the 
delivery team arrived 
early in the afternoon 
to pick up the flower 
pots and gifted 115 
pots to parishioners 
between Edgerton 
and Wainwright. The 
recipients could not have 
been more pleased and 
one person posted a rave 
in the local “rant and 
rave” page on Facebook. 
All were thrilled with 
this reminder that we are 
all one in this, and our 
churches can help each 
other through this.

Parish Life

Christ Church garden hosts Messy Church and Vespers
MARGARET GLIDDEN

Edmonton Editor

On Sunday, July 19, members 
of St. Thomas’, Wainwright 
and St. Mary’s, Edgerton 

gathered to bid a sad but very fond 
farewell to the Rev. Ellis Jagoe and 
his family. Fr. Ellis first came to 
Wainwright with the military in the 
late 1980s. He returned 15 years ago 
and has made it his home since. He 
has been honourary assistant at both 
St. Thomas’ 
and St. Mary’s 
and, in 2013, 
looked after 
these parishes 
when they 
were between 
rectors. 

Fr. Ellis is 
well-loved by 
parishioners 
in both churches who have fully 
enjoyed his presentation of worship 
and preaching. He is a multi-talented 
man who shares those talents freely 
and generously. People were amazed 
by the number of pies he baked for 
the stampede. Not only can he bake, 
but he cooks, sews, gardens, cans, 
hunts… We are not sure if there is 
anything he cannot do.

Returning to the Maritimes 
with Fr. Ellis will be his daughter 
Dorothy, her husband Andrew, and 

their children, Judson, Hattie, and 
Jackson, as well as Fr. Ellis’ foster 
son, Michael. 

Fr. Ellis read the gospel and 
preached at his farewell service. His 
sermon focused on real visions that 
become reality in the future. He told 
us of a day when he was five years 
old on a beach in New Brunswick, 
and how now, when looking back 
on this one place and time, he sees 
elements of that day as signs of 
what would happen later in his life. 

These included 
being next to the 
property owned by 
the parents of the 
woman who would 
become his wife. 
There was also a 
rescue exercise 
by the military 
happening at the 
beach and several 
other elements. He 

talked of Jacob’s age when he had 
a vision of angels ascending and 
descending, reminding us that God 
uses us even and often especially as 
we grow older.

Following the eucharist, the 
congregation presented Fr. Ellis with 
a memory album, church plates, 
mugs and t-shirts bearing local 
symbols. We asked for a blessing on 
the family as they journey to their 
new home and their new life.

A fond farewell to Fr. Ellis Jagoe

Edgerton and Wainwright Offer 
Parishioners “Seed of Hope”
The Rev. ANN MARIE NICKLIN

Rector, St. Mary’s, Edgerton and  
St. Thomas’, Wainwright

Allan Samm, of the St. Thomas’, Wainwright delivery team, 
holding carnations given to women of the parish a week 
before Mother’s Day.

Worshipers observe social distancing at Christ Church Garden Vespers.

The Rev. ANN MARIE NICKLIN
Rector, St. Mary’s, Edgerton and  

St. Thomas’, Wainwright
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The Parish of St. David’s, 
Edmonton grew a community 
garden through the summer, 

to be a source of fresh produce for its 
neighbours and the Edmonton Food 
Bank.

Several members of St. David’s, 
including Paul and Gabby Gerun, 
Marilyn Cebuliak, Susan Spence and 
rector the Rev. Dr. Renée Desjardins, 
welcomed Bishop Jane Alexander to 
bless the garden on July 9.

Standing amidst garden boxes 
filled with thriving carrot, potato and 
tomato plants, Bishop Jane spoke of 
the exciting ways she sees churches 
responding to need “all over the 
diocese,” by partnering with schools, 
Indigenous elders and community 
organisations such as food banks. 

“We pray these new relationships 
will continue,” she said. “God, we 

ask your blessing on this 
garden, that it may be a sign 
to those passing by that the 
church cares for those within 
and outside its walls at all 
times. Amen.”

Over the past several 
years, St. David’s has 
transformed its lawn into a 
thriving community garden 
bordered by cherry and 
Saskatoon bushes. To cultivate 
an interest in gardening with 
young members of the parish 
Sunday school teachers 
planted garden beds, including 
a bed of strawberries under 
the church sign, and encouraged the 
children to help with weeding and 
watering. 

This spring St. David’s received 
a donation of three garden boxes 
which were creatively constructed by 
Jim Kadatz from repurposed garage 

doors. Parish Reach funds were used 
to purchase soil and the Edmonton 
Food Bank donated plants. Gerun 
and his three children, along with 
a few strong volunteers, filled the 
garden boxes with soil. The garden 
was planted over the Victoria Day 

long weekend, and although watering 
duties were light this year, volunteers 
were quick to add their names to 
the roster to tend the garden under 
Cebuliak’s watchful eye (she lives 
across the street from the church). 

Like other parishes, Good 
Shepherd Anglican Church 
in Edmonton immediately 

wondered how it could reach out 
and help during the COVID-19 
pandemic. As with many others, the 
answer came by looking at what the 
church was already doing 
before the pandemic began. 

Before the pandemic, 
said rector, the Rev. Jordan 
Ware, food security had 
already been a major 
concern in the community 
of Castle Downs, where 
Good Shepherd is located. 

“We’d seen an increase 
in walk-in requests for 
food,” she said. “We’re not 
a food bank depot, so the supplies 
we had on hand weren’t sufficient 
to meet people’s needs. As a parish 
Lenten discipline, we’d asked 
people to donate grocery gift cards 
to be given to those who came in 
asking for help. Then we shut down 
(access to the church building) - no 
more walk-ins! So we had to think 
creatively about how to share what 
we had been given.”

To connect with people 
who need gift cards, the church 
leveraged its connections with other 
community partners including, but 
not limited, other Anglican clergy. 
Parishioners have also asked for 
help for their neighbours or friends. 

The gift cards have also 
supplemented other outreach 
ministries in the diocese. Grocery 

cards were included with the care 
packages provided by Trinity Youth 
Project, and given to people picking 
up grocery bags of fresh produce 
at All Saints’ Cathedral’s Manna 
Market. Members of Good Shepherd 
have gifted the cards to people in 
need, as have clergy in other parish 
communities.

Most donations have come from 
Good Shepherd parishioners, as well 
as what Ware describes as a “very 
generous donation” from the Castle 
Downs Recreation Society. Good 
Shepherd also tweeted out donation 
requests on Twitter.

Of the response, Ware says, 
“pretty much what I’m hearing 
is gratitude. Gratitude from the 
recipients, gratitude from the givers 
who wanted to do something but 
weren’t sure what to do. Either were 
we sure this was the right thing to 
do. But it’s worked out! It has been 
an incredible gift to be able to see a 
need and be able to meet it.”

The parish plans to carry on 
distributing the grocery cards “as 
long as the need remains and we are 
able to fill it.”

Throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Reconciliation 
Team at Immanuel, 

Wetaskiwin has discovered different 
ways of doing its ministry in the 
parish and in the community. This 
has been true of our Heart Garden 
this year, as well. After some time of 
creative thinking we came up with a 
way to make it happen.

We gave out packages for 
making hearts to anyone who 
wanted one, and also to the families 
that have been receiving weekly 
Sunday school packages. We 
cleaned up the garden and planted 

the flowers. Then, one by one, we 
added the hearts to the garden.

Together, yet apart, we 
remember the children who were 
taken to Residential Schools; the 
part that our church had in running 
those schools, the children who 
died and those who did not return 
to their families, and how we must 
always be willing to say we are 
sorry. This act of remembrance and 
reconciliation is a public sign in our 
community of Wetaskiwin.

We are hoping that next year 
we will be able to gather together to 
share stories, create hearts and plant 
our garden. Our commitment is to 
remember and to work together for 
reconciliation in our community and 
in our diocese.

Parish Life

“A sign to those passing by, that the church cares...”

The Rev. Deacon SHELLY KING
Messenger Staff

Gifts from Good Shepherd

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Together, Yet Apart,  
Heart Garden

FIONA BROWNLEE
Aboriginal and Rural Communities 

Liaison

Renée Desjardins, Bishop Jane and Paul Gerun gather for the blessing of St. David’s garden.
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As first reported on page 5 of the May issue 
of The Messenger, when the COVID-19 
pandemic was declared the food ministries 

at All Saints’ Cathedral needed to adapt and 
change to the new realities we all found ourselves 
in.  

The Manna Market, spearheaded several years 
ago by the Reach Committee, provides fresh fruits 
and vegetables at a cost of approximately half to 
one-third of supermarket prices for those living 
in the downtown core on a limited food budget. 
In mid-March, the Rev. Quinn Strikwerda, former 
vicar of the cathedral, quickly reimagined how this 
vital ministry could continue in COVID times.

Whereas customers were once welcomed 
inside to browse tables of produce displayed in 
the Cathedral hall and to stay for a cup of tea 
and a chat, they now drop by to pick up a bag of 
pre-packed produce for a flat rate of $5 per bag. 
The bags typically contain staples such 
as potatoes, onions, tomatoes, oranges, 
apples and bananas, and we try to include 
at least one green vegetable such as 
broccoli, cucumber, or a salad kit. When 
our supplier has been able to get seasonal 
produce, we have included asparagus, 
strawberries, grapes, or cherries in the 
bags, and the customers have been very 
happy. The bags always include a couple 
of fresh baked buns from the Trinity Youth 
Project.  

It was my privilege to ensure this 
important ministry continued during my 

time as the interim vicar over the summer months. 
The skeleton crew of volunteers who made this 
happen, and our neighbours we chatted with each 
Wednesday, made this a special time.

Throughout the pandemic members of Holy 
Trinity Anglican/Lutheran Church, Edson 
United Church and the local community 

have been teaming up once a week to deliver meals 
to seniors, as well as members of the community 
living with a brain injury.

United Trinity Kitchen is an ecumenical food 
ministry which began as an extension of Kate’s 
Kitchen, offered by St. Catherine’s Anglican 
Church which provided food and fellowship for 
years. 

When the United Church received a Family 
and Community Support Services (FCSS) Funding 
Distribution grant for COVID-19 support, Kate’s 
Kitchen volunteers offered to help with the new 
venture, enabling them to continue serving Edson’s 
vulnerable citizens.

Congregations referred seniors to the meal 
program and the ministry began reaching out to 
people in seniors’ apartments, while also accepting 
referrals by word of mouth. The program now 
serves 100 seniors living within town limits.

The kitchen crew meets every Thursday at the 
Edson United Church to prepare and package light 
meals. Following COVID-19 safety regulations and 
donning hairnets and face masks, they make and 
deliver meals like hearty beef barley soup, creamy 
chicken stew and veggie soup with buns and dessert 
to 75 seniors ever week. Extra meals are donated 
to Reflections, the local brain injury support centre. 
The meals will be delivered continuously through 
the summer until November 26.

“We have lots of volunteers for driving and 
delivery, and great support from congregations, 
and people neither affiliated with Holy Trinity, nor 
Edson United,” says Holy Trinity volunteer Cherise 
Fron. “It feels good to give seniors a break and 
people are very-appreciative of the meals. Once 
they hear the government has paid for their meal, 
they are even happier to accept it,” she says.

To receive a meal, seniors in Edson can contact 
Cherise at 780-712-9022.

COVID-19 Response

Ecumenical Kitchen 
Serves Light Meals 
to Edson Seniors

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Manna Market ministry adapts through changing times
The Rev. CLARE L. STEWART

Interim Vicar, All Saints’ Cathedral, Edmonton

Pictured clockwise from right: volunteer Linda Haywood pre-packs bags 
with a variety of fresh produce for Manna Market customers; All Saints’ 
Cathedral Interim Vicar Claire Stewart keeps track of inventory; Canon 
Barb Burrows offers a $5 bag of produce from behind a table that ensures 
social distancing at the cathedral front door. 

Photos by Clare Stewart and Margaret Glidden
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Meeting Together Again

“Church here (in some form) ’til God’s reign arrives”

Continued from Front Page.

All Saints’ Drayton Valley
All Saints’ Anglican Church in Drayton Valley 

resumed in-person worship services on August 2. 
“Parishioners seemed genuinely happy to 

worship together again as a congregation,” says 
the Rev. Christopher Cook, rector. 

Throughout this time of being apart, All Saints’ 
has been livestreaming worship services over 
Facebook, which will continue In addition, “we 
have had a weekly Bible study of the Book of 
Daniel on Zoom; numerous phone conversations 
with parishioners; weekly email updates and 
monthly vestry meetings by teleconference. I 
began serving All Saints’ in February and, less 
than a month-and-a-half later, in-person services 
were suspended. I’m grateful for the opportunity 

I’ve had to get to know the congregation over the 
phone, which has allowed for a deeper pastoral 
relationship with some.”

Immanuel Wetaskiwin
Immanuel Anglican Church in Wetaskiwin is 

holding its first in-person service on September 6, 
although rector’s warden Carol Blair says,  “we are 
not sure what to expect, having heard from some 
parishioners that they are nervous about coming 
back to church, in spite of taking all necessary 
precautions. I expect the uptick in COVID cases in 
Alberta is not going to ease some people’s fears. 
Like many parishes, most of our parishioners fall 
into the at-risk category.”

Immanuel hopes to continue to provide a 
virtual service option, livestreamed and recorded, 
as well as their phoning system and e-newsletter, 

complete with Bible crossword. 
“We’ve identified the desire to do this based on 

feedback we’ve received,” says Blair. “People like 
the flexibility of participating in the service at a 
time convenient to them, or if they will be absent, 
as well as the comfort of Pyjamas Sundays.” 

St. Mary’s Edmonton
During the summer St. Mary’s Anglican 

Church in Edmonton began meeting mid-week for 
a Lawn Eucharist.

“We are still meeting on Zoom every Sunday 
morning and plan to for another few months, most 
likely,” says the Rev. Ruth Bott, rector.

“We have kept in touch with people by phone, 
as well as through Priest on a Porch, where I 
go and meet with folks in their back yards or 
porches.”

Churches re-opening for in-person worship continued

During my 45 years in ministry, that is 
until last March, I have never had to stop 
Sunday services due to a pandemic. We 

had skipped a Sunday, or two, because of the 
weather (we are in Canada, you know!), but were 
never apart for several months.

When we were at Phase 2 of businesses 
re-launching in Alberta, we started planning for 
the church re-opening. Our Peoples’ Warden, 
Pat Francis, organised our cleaning crew and the 
purchase of protective equipment and sanitising 
supplies. We were ready when Phase 3 was 
announced.

Part of our plan (submitted to and approved 
by Bishop Jane) for re-opening and keeping 
our people safe included a new look for the 
way we serve eucharist; a big thank you goes to 
McDonald’s for providing hundreds of condiment 
cups for our Holy Communion services!

During the time of the lockdown, many of 
our congregation’s members were unable to 
access spiritual guidance and worship for lack 
of computer skills or the right gadgets. Their 

main method of communication 
is by phone. For the few that 
can access Facebook, I offered 
special prayers every Sunday. It 
was heart-warming to know my 
messages were still reaching some 
parishioners of present and past 
churches I had served and the 
general public. 

Still, when our reopening was 
announced, people were ready and 
eager for Sunday worship. There 
are no surprises when you live in 
a rural town, people likely knew 
about the re-opening before I did! 

At 9:30 am, on June 21, St. Philip’s church bell 
rang loud and clear. People arrived and followed 
the COVID-19 protocol to keep safe. We had 
marked pews in order to keep the safe distances. 
As per the government and diocesan guidelines, 
there was no singing. But, thankfully, we were 
able to play a CD of organ music from the All 
Saints’ Cathedral. Thanks to Jeremy (Spurgeon)! 
We practiced the new form of communicating 
the eucharistic elements; putting on gloves and a 

mask to prepare the elements was 
a strange feeling. We flashed peace 
signs at each other during the Peace. 
We all missed the handshakes and 
hugs. Safe practices are the way to 
express our Christian faith of loving 
and caring for each other! 

It felt strange in the beginning, 
but we kept adjusting and 
improving each time we held a 
service. As the saying goes, ‘you 
do it three times and it becomes a 
tradition!’ The first Sunday, only 
half of our usual congregation 

attended. By the middle of July, the church 
attendance had risen to more than 90 per cent. Not 
all of our parishioners have been able to return to 
church. The local seniors’ lodges are still under 
lockdown conditions. Even with limited space in 
our tiny church, we were able to accommodate 
everyone while still keeping the two-metre- 
physical-distance spacing.

The whole experience of being able to worship 
together again gives us hope. Come what may, we 
will be here ’til God’s reign arrives!

The Rev. PETER YEUNG
Rector, St. Philip’s, Westlock

First Sunday back at cathedral “far from normal”

All Saints’ Cathedral opened its doors for 
Sunday worship for the first time since 
mid-March on Sunday, June 21. With the 

uncertainty around COVID-19 the vestry decided, 
in early June, to continue our livestream of 
Morning Prayer worship for the remainder of the 
summer. We also began welcoming a maximum of 
40 people to join us in person for Sunday worship.

While we did not feel ready or able to offer 
multiple services before the fall, given the cleaning 
and added volunteer requirements to accomplish 
this in a safe way, we were confident we could 
safely open for one service each week. 

The size and layout of the cathedral, which has 
separate entrances and exits, allow for ample room 
for socially-distanced seating. Sliding doors enable 

congregants to enter and exit without touching 
door handles. We prepared the space by removing 
hymnals and prayerbooks, and marking and 
closing pews to offer socially distanced seating 
options. Our wonderful administrative assistant 
organised registration for the service, ensuring 
we would not need to turn anyone away at the 
door, and helping us keep record of attendance as 
necessary.

Our first Sunday back was far from normal, 
and not what we would choose, if we could. But 
even with all the regulations in place (including 
no singing!) it was very, very good to be together 
again. We did not reach capacity, which was not 
surprising given the increase in active COVID-19 
cases in the city, but it was a gift to have a small 
representation of our beloved congregation 
together. 

Livestreaming our service since the beginning 
of ‘coronatide’ has not always been easy smooth or 
easy, but even when we are unable to be together, 
we can still pray together. Welcoming even just 
a few parishioners back into the church has been 
a visible reminder of all who continue to pray 
with us across the city, and a reminder of just how 
important it is that we worship together, in one 
way or another.

I look forward to continuing to reopen this 
sacred space for worship and prayer, as we feel 
safe and ready to do so. I am also aware that 
many members of All Saints’ will not be able to 
join us at the cathedral for many more months to 
come and so we will now move into another new 
normal, as we welcome some people in person and 
continue to welcome others through online options 
for study and worship.

The Very Rev. Alex Meek
Dean and Rector, All Saints’ Cathedral
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Continued from page 11.
Jon says his favourite part of each video is 

the final segment when “Mrs. Robyn” introduces 
a family challenge to help the kids remember and 
focus on the Greatest Commandment concepts. 
She challenges the kids to make a family 
thankfulness list, read one of the gospels before 
the end of summer and think of a way to bless 
their neighbour.

“The thing that gets me the most excited is 
thinking about the families engaging with the 
content and adopting the challenges,” he says. 
“Maybe something will even stick with them long-
term.” 

St. John’s children’s ministers Melissa Chaffee 
and Hannah Keim helped with the administration 
and organisation of Video VBC, which included 
shopping for, packing, sanitising and delivering 
craft boxes. Volunteers delivered “Stupendous 
Craft and Activity Boxes,” which included all the 
supplies for games and crafts, and circus essentials 
like pennants, popcorn, bubbles, chalk and red 
clown noses, to more than 40 households. In spite 
of needing to wear masks and keep a safe social 
distance, those delivering the craft boxes told Jon 
it was nice to be able to have “a little visit” with 

each family. Curate the Rev. Maryann Amor also 
lent her digital skills to the project by uploading 
the videos to YouTube and St. John’s website. 

St. John’s happily offered Video VBC to 
other interested families or parishes. Melissa says 
response from parishes has been “very positive,” 
and she has received several requests for access to 
the videos.

“Robyn was personally connected with other 
churches (including St. Andrew’s, Camrose where 
her mother Dorothy Marschall teaches Sunday 
school), and she thought they might enjoy our 
online VBC,” says Melissa. “One of the greatest 
gifts we have as followers of Christ is that we 

don’t do life on our own. We are part of the body 
of Christ and that community just continues to 
grow with the ease of online communication. As 
such, sharing our own ministry resources with 
others is a natural response.”

“It has been a joy to see, once again, how the 
promises of God are revealed,” says Archdeacon 
Richard King, rector of St. John the Evangelist. 
“Jon, Robyn, and all those who put this VBC 
together, contributed their remarkably creative 
gifts, enabling us to encourage and disciple 
children and families in spite of the pandemic. 
I am most grateful to them all for all their hard 
work.” 

The Thompsons are hoping things will be 
“back to normal” by next summer and they can 
contribute to VBS in their usual way by making 
“elaborate” skits. In the meantime, Robyn plans 
to catch up on laundry and gardening, while 
continuing to prepare video Sunday school lessons. 

“As soon as we were finished the videos our 
kids were like, ‘let’s do the VBC!’ but we were 
tired and needed a break,” says Robyn. “I really 
did feel God encouraging us to do this, and I had 
so much energy and excitement for the project. It 
was His big idea,” she says.

Christians Creating

This fall, Holy Trinity Riverbend parishioner 
Paul Pearson fulfills a life-long dream with the 
debut - at the Edmonton Poetry Festival - of his 
book of poetry, Lunatic Engine. Pearson shared 
his thoughts on writing and faith with Messenger 
editor Margaret Glidden. This is Part I of the 
Q&A. 

Q: You have wanted to be a writer since a 
young age: what inspired that dream? Did your 
parents read to you as a child? 

A: Both of my parents were avid readers and 
my brother and I had free reign of our somewhat 
meager bookshelves at home and the very small 
public library. We lived in a tiny mining town, on 
a mountain in southeastern B.C., called Elkford. 
My mom was on the library board and one of my 
earliest memories was riding on the library float 
in the town’s annual “Wildcat Days” parade; my 
brother and I dressed as little bookworms, reading 
on a carpet. 

We started our kids off right by reading to 
them in utero. Our son had heard the entire Lord 
of the Rings trilogy before he was born. His sister 
got to hear us reading incessantly to her older 
brother. Both of our kids also, naturally, grew up 
in the library. As soon as they were able to express 

an opinion, or a desire 
to make a choice, we 
encouraged them to 
choose their own books. 
We adopted an open-
shelf policy. If it was 
on the shelf they could 
read it. That approach 
kind of backfired 
though, because neither 
of them really likes 
poetry, although we 
have literally hundreds 
of books of poetry in the 
house!  

Q: Who/what do you like to read when you are 
not writing?

A: My first love is science fiction. My father 
was a science fiction fan and I remember reading 
Dune when I was still in elementary school. 
Growing up, I had very little interest in reading 
stories about working class, white families. Our 
daily reality was enough reality. I wanted to read 
about something else: exciting other worlds, 
fascinating other beings. 

I’m also a big fan of comics and graphic 
novels. The combination of sequential narrative 
and visual art offers endless exciting possibilities 
for storytelling. And, believe it or not, I think 
poetry is more closely related to comics than it is 
to novels. They share a careful curation of images 
and sound to evoke meaning and emotion. 

Q: In the book’s intro you mention both you 
and your wife were raised in the Catholic faith 
tradition. Who/what brought you to Anglicanism?

A: Sue and I spent a number of years studying 
and practicing Buddhism; specifically Buddhism 
based on the Lotus Sutra, which has sometimes 
been likened to the New Testament as far as 
updated teachings go. 

But when the kids were still toddlers we started 

to consider things like cultural appropriation, or 
culture “shopping.” While we were/are still very 
disillusioned with Western consumer culture, we 
started to see that chucking it all for someone 
else’s culture probably wasn’t the right answer. 
Maybe working harder to fix our culture was the 
answer. 

We also wanted to ensure that our children had 
the necessary vocabulary to really participate in 
our culture. Many of the metaphors and imagery 
that drive the English language come from the 
Bible and Shakespeare. There is a connection to 
the divine that can only come from reading and 
talking and singing and celebrating in a group, in 
community: “For where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them.”

Some people have asked us why we didn’t 
take our kids back to the Catholic church. Sue 
has her own answer to that. My answer is that 
growing up in Canada, and getting an honours 
degree in English literature, meant that my 
cultural/intellectual heritage is way more English 
than Latin. We found that Anglicanism still 
offered some of the rituals and symbology of our 
youth, but paired with a much more progressive 
understanding of modern gender and identity 
realities, as well as a much more honest approach 
to its own colonial past. 

Q: How did your family come to land at Holy 
Trinity Riverbend?

A: Our research led us to the little Anglican 
church right in our neighbourhood - within 
walking distance! We called the number on the 
website and had a very nice chat with the Rev. 
Nick Trussell who was priest-in-charge of the 
parish when we first started attending, likely 
around 2011.

In the next issue, poet Paul Pearson reflects on 
the craft of writing.

Holy Trinity Riverbend parishioner debuts poetry book

Paul and Suzanne Pearson with their children Anya and Oscar on a family holiday in Ixtapa, 
Mexico last November.

St. John’s families step right up to video vbc backyard circus cont.


