
 
 

Baptisms During Covid-19 
 
Now that in-person worship is allowed by the government of Alberta I know that many of you have been 
wondering if we can have regularly scheduled baptisms. The answer is yes. There have to be just a few 
differences in how we place people and in our usual liturgical actions, but I hope you will find them totally 
doable. 

 
Baptismal preparation can be in person or online. If the one to be baptised is an infant the parent may prefer 
you to meet virtually rather than for you to make home visits. 

 
When presiding at Holy Baptism and gathered at the font, the parents, the officiant, and the candidate if over the 
age of 6, should wear face masks. If the child cannot tolerate the mask, please use pastoral discretion. 

 
Godparents and/or sponsors should maintain a 2-metre physical distance and be masked. 

 
Please have the parents hold an infant for the duration of the baptism including over the water at the time of 
baptism. 

 
A young child should stand with their parents and parents should give any assistance required to reach the font. 

 
The officiant is to sanitize their hands just before the blessing over the water. You may use your hand, or a shell 
to baptise, you may sign the candidate with chrism. 

 
Use paper towels or tissues to wipe the forehead if desired. Dispose of these following the service. 

 
Offer baptismal candles to parents in the box rather than have the officiant or a server hold or light the candles. 
A parent should light the candles themselves from the paschal candle. 

 
Congregants may not sign themselves with the baptismal water or be sprinkled with the water after the baptism. 
Consider covering the font to prevent this. 

 
If there are candidates from multiple families consider the baptism and giving of the light in its entirety for each 
family unit so that physical distancing can be maintained. 

 
It is required that if baptizing candidates from different family units - even if they are cohorts – YOU MUST set 
up a table next to the font with a bowl for each candidate and with the officiant drawing water from the font the 
baptism is performed over a bowl to collect the water from the person’s head. This is to prevent water returning 
to the font from a candidate’s face or head and then being used on a different candidate. There are no 
exceptions. 

 
The officiant should sanitize their hands between each candidate. 


