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Unexpected gifts abound in service of ordination

With all that it has taken away, it 
is important to notice when the 
COVID-19 pandemic causes 

something to happen that is actually beautiful. 
Such was the case on the feast of St. Michael 
and All Angels, September 29, 2020 when 
ten people gathered at St. John the Evangelist 
Anglican Church in Edmonton, to witness and 
to celebrate with the Rev. Dr. Maryann Amor, 
her ordination to the priesthood.

Taking advantage of the autumn sun, the 
ordination took place in the church courtyard, 
amidst still bright flowers and golden leaves. 
Even the sometimes gusty wind and occasional 
noise from nearby streets did not detract from 
the sacredness of the gathering. 

Bishop Jane Alexander described the 
service as intimate, despite the outdoor setting, 
and “wonderfully appropriate in the Season of 
Creation.” 

“As Christians, we are called to be in the world 
with all its messiness and noise,” she said. “So, to 
hold this service outside the church walls with the 
occasional siren in the distance and people walking 
by, was a symbol of that call to move outside our 
buildings to minister where people live and work.”

The outdoor setting and physical distancing 
among the small number of attendees mitigated 
the risks associated with the transmission of 
COVID-19. Restrictions also meant family and 
friends from her home in B.C. had to participate by 
Zoom instead of in person. Even so, Amor found 
the ceremony deeply meaningful.  

“I knew the restrictions would limit what the 
service would be like. But what happened that day 
was something I was not expecting. As I stood in 
the middle of that circle and looked around, I knew 
everyone there. At various points in the service, we 
were all laughing and we could see each other’s 
faces and smiles. I just felt something that I cannot 
describe, I think it was pure happiness and joy. 
The pandemic took away the ordination I had been 
dreaming of for the 18 years I have been working 
towards becoming a priest, but it gave me the 
opportunity to experience a service so moving 
and special that, in a way, I am grateful for what 
the pandemic did. I am also so deeply grateful to 
Bishop Jane and Richard for all they did to make 
the day what it was.”

The journey to becoming a priest in the Church 
of God has been a long and winding one for 
Amor, and her time in Edmonton diocese packed 

with challenge. She 
arrived in August 
2019 to become 
curate to the Ven. 
Richard King, then 
rector at St. Luke’s 
Anglican Church. 
Within a short time, 
she then had to move 
parishes to continue 
her curacy when 
King took the post of 
rector at St. John the 
Evangelist.

In his homily, 
Archdeacon King 
compared Amor’s 

curacy to a turbocharger! 
“The turbocharger works by using exhaust 

gases from the engine to spin a little propeller, 
which then causes a compressor to spin, which 
forces, or turbocharges, the gas into the engine 
under higher pressure, which means you get better 
combustion.”

King was quick to explain the relevance to 
Amor’s experience. 

“In the 394 days since she arrived in 
Edmonton diocese, she has said ‘hello’ to one 
church family, then ‘goodbye’ to them and ‘hello’ 
to another church family of considerable size, and 
was just starting to experience that new rhythm 
of ministry, only then to be hit by a pandemic. All 
that, in five and a half months, has turbocharged 
her curacy.”

Continued on page 8.

The Rev. Deacon Shelly King
Messenger Staff

Pictured above left: Alex Meek, Richard King assist Bishop Jane in the prayer of consecration; above 
right: autumn colours provide setting for the Eucharist; above: King delivers homily outside St. John the 
Evangelist Anglican Church in Edmonton.    Photos: Jennifer Wirun
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This past summer saw the 
arrival of three Canadian 
Forces Anglican chaplains 

to their respective places of 
duty at bases located within the 
geographical boundaries of the 
Diocese of Edmonton. One of these 
chaplains, LCdr the Rev. Robert 
Parker, assumed his new duties 
as the Senior Base Chaplain at 

Canadian Forces Base Wainwright. 
He is an experienced member of 
the chaplaincy with more than 18 
years of service and as supervisor of 
two other chaplains is responsible 
for providing ministry and pastoral 
care for CFB Wainwright members 
and their families. Posted to CFB 
Edmonton, Capt the Rev. Jennifer 
Renouf and A/SLt the Rev. Christian 
Pichette are the other two new 
Anglican chaplains. Renouf began 
her Basic Military Training in St. 

Jean, Quebec on October 16, training 
that will take months to complete. 
This is where she will learn what it is 
to be an officer within the Canadian 
Forces. She will learn the essentials 
of leadership and to become familiar 
with procedures and practices of life 
within the military structure. Pichette 
is awaiting the next level of training 
which is more ‘chaplain specific’ and 
equips him to effectively minister in 
the unique environment that is the 
Canadian Forces. Upon completion 

of each of their training cycles, both 
will ultimately be assigned to an 
Edmonton base or brigade unit with 
the responsibility for pastoral care 
for the soldiers and their families in 
their units.

As Archdeacon in charge of 
liaising with Anglican chaplains I 
am excited by the prospect of these 
three clergy adding to our diocese’s 
collective life and diversity in 
ministry.

News

Parish tackles racism through solidarity and support

Good Shepherd Anglican 
Church in Edmonton 
is hosting a bi-monthly 

Solidarity + Sharing Zoom gathering, 
described as a “sacred opportunity 
for sharing and listening to build 
solidarity and support for folks 
experiencing racism in Edmonton.”

The online gatherings began 
in June. Rector of Good Shepherd, 
the Ven. Jordan Ware, says they 
were to some degree a response to 
the Black Lives Matter movement 
and the groundswell of awareness 
surrounding that, but there was also 
a local impetus. A Good Shepherd 
parishioner had suffered a hate 
crime, which was investigated and 
prosecuted by Edmonton police, and 
which brought the reality of racism 
close to home.

The Zoom meetings began with 
no agenda except to support this 

parishioner and his family, but they 
grew organically over the summer, 
with participants meeting bi-weekly 
at first. Roughly 10-12 people have 
participated each time, with a core 
group of six who have joined every 
meeting. Ware says it has been a 
blessing and she has learned much 
from those who have spoken.

“It’s a support group,” she says. 
“It’s whatever the people there want 
or need it to be. We open up this 
sacred space for people to share, and 
the Holy Spirit does what she does 
with it.”

One participant, Nadia Subryan, 
describes it as a positive experience. 
“Participants shared our experiences 

with racism in our every day lives. 
We talked about how we are treated 
while shopping at retail stores and 
past experiences at airports. A couple 
of our members who came to Canada 
within the last two years said they 
had not personally experienced 
racism. They wanted to be part of 
the group to help their children if 
their children face racism as they 
are growing up in Canada. Everyone 
in the group expressed interest in 
continuing to meet.”

Subryan says the group is “a safe 
space to be heard and believed. As 
the child of immigrants, I was raised 
to quietly bear the burdens of racist 
experiences in my workplace and 

daily life. There is little that BIPOC 
(Black, Indigenous, People of 
Colour) individuals can do to change 
how we are treated. When I have 
tried to share those experiences with 
white friends, they downplay them 
or tell me that I might be imagining 
them. The Sharing + Solidarity 
group is a way to change how I feel 
about those experiences. By freely 
sharing my experiences with others 
and being believed, it makes me feel 
less alone.”

Ware says it is “an extraordinary 
honour and privilege to be entrusted 
with these stories. It’s a heavy load 
to know the reality of the hatred 
people deal with at the hands of 
others, but a real blessing to come 
together and support one another.” 

The next meeting is November 
17 at 5:00pm. Visit  
www.goodshepanglican.org for 
more information and to request the 
Zoom link.

The Rev. Deacon SHELLY KING
Messenger Staff

Edmonton diocese welcomes three new military chaplains
The Ven. LEE BEZANSON
Executive Archdeacon
Diocese of Edmonton

Thirty-six ladies from eight 
churches connected with the 
Yellowhead/West Edmonton ACW 
regional meeting, September 19, 2020, 
the first to be held on Zoom. The Rev. 
Canon Lorne Manweiler, rector of St. 
Timothy’s Anglican Church, provided 
technical support for this first foray 
into conducting meetings online. 

The ladies held a worship service, 
then heard from guest speaker Suzanne 
Rumsey, Communications Coordinator 
for PWRDF. Rumsey’s father, the 
Rev. Gavin Rumsey, was rector at St. 
Timothy’s from 1981-92. 

Ms. Rumsey discussed several 
PWRDF programs around the world, 
including the Indigenous Birth Support 
Ministry of Edmonton diocese. She also 
spoke of cycling for Ride for Refuge, a 
PWRDF fundraiser. She is riding 1400 
km through the streets of Toronto and 
has almost reached her goal.

In the business meeting, the ACW 
adopted the church reports as written 
and voted to donate half of the money 
received from churches to PWRDF and 
half to Dr. Graham Holmes in India, 
which the ACW has supported for the 
past few years.

ACW Hosts First Zoom Regional

All Saints’ Drayton Valley ACW joins regional Zoom projected in the church building.
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In October, we 
had a month 
of concerted 

prayer for the 
people of the 
diocese of Ibba, 
in South Sudan, 
culminating in our 
day of fasting and 
prayer on October 
31st. Ibba has 
gone and is going 
through so much 

(for details I refer you to our diocesan tithe.ly app, 
or to our website www.athdio.ca). We have also 
donated money to Ibba via Hope International, and 
will continue to do so as offerings come in.

We have been going through a lot as well, 
with COVID-19, flooding in Peace River, Fort 
Vermilion and Fort McMurray, and break-ins in 
Peace River and Fort McMurray (All Saints’). 
Many of our communities are very adversely 
affected, with some greatly restricting travel 
in and out in order to maintain safety. We have 
gone through (and are going through) a lot, yes.  
Recognizing this, I think it wise to remember 
others who are going through just as much, or even 

more. We may feel overwhelmed at times, but I 
am very proud of you, for you have adopted the 
mindset of the Macedonians, which Paul wrote 
about in 2nd Corinthians 8:1-2.

“Now we make known to you the grace of God 
given to the churches of Macedonia, that during 
a severe ordeal of suffering, their abundant joy 
and their extreme poverty have overflowed in the 
wealth of their generosity.  They gave according to 
their means and beyond their means. They did so 
voluntarily, begging us with great earnestness for 
the blessing and fellowship of helping.”

God did not create us for ourselves. In fact, I 
would feel very sorry for someone whose epitaph 
was “had the most toys” or “was the richest.” God 
tells us, time and again, that love and justice are 
key characteristics to him. He wants an intimate 
relationship with us. Jesus told us to love as he 
loved us. This month, we celebrate Remembrance 
Day, a day not to give thanks that there was war 
(there is no glory in war), but rather that people 
sacrificed themselves on our behalf to stand up to 
evil. A time to pray for God’s Kingdom to manifest 
fully, so all can live in shalom, and war and all 
types of evil shall cease.  

I encourage you to continue looking out for 
those in need, like we have for Ibba. It may be 

around the world, it may be next door, or it may be 
in your very household. How can you love, so that 
the Kingdom of God is revealed?  

And take heart and enjoy the small gifts God 
sends you every day. The glorious fall colours. 
The beautiful sparkling snow. The enjoyment of 
laughter with a friend, a neighbour, a loved one. 
And don’t forget time with God (morning and 
evening prayer are great bookends for your day). 
Jesus recognized his Father. As it says in Psalm 
89:26, “You are my Father, my God, and the 
Rock of my salvation!” Then Jesus told us that 
God is our Father, too. May you have an intimate 
relationship with our Father, being one with him in 
Christ just as the Father and Christ are one.

To God’s glory and your joy.
With love in Christ;
+David 

September 
flew past 
and as 
I write 

this October is 
threatening to do 
the same. The 
Fall has been full 
of all kinds of 
events. The usual 
work meetings 
(many by Zoom), 
confirmations, 

inductions, special services, even an ordination. 
The church being the church in teaching and 
in outreach, in Bible studies, foodbanks, 
community meals. Family life – welcoming a new 
grandchild, Molly Joy. Joining with the diocese 
in remembering Orange Shirt Day. Celebrating a 
time of endings and beginnings in Frog Lake as we 
deconsecrated the old church building and looked 
to future space in the community. We prepare for 
harvest and Thanksgiving, Remembrance Day, 
we make plans for Advent and Christmas (yes 
really!). Life moves on, God always shows up and 
blessings abound.

However, despite some return to normal life, I 
am aware that as you read this the global pandemic 
of COVID-19 will have been with us in Canada 
for more than nine months. For many of us it feels 
much longer. We mourn those who have died. We 
pray for those whose lives have changed forever. 
As a church community we have found ways to 
continue to be present and proclaim our faith, 
but it has to be said that this has been a long road 
and a difficult one. COVID tiredness and COVID 
grumpiness come and go. I have read so many 
articles on what I ‘should’ be doing and what I 
‘should’ be feeling, it is easy to become numb or 
to feel inadequate in some way. So, just in case it 
is useful for you here is my personal 3 point plan. 
Talk, Tend, Tithe.

Talk – to God, to family, to friends and to 
community. This has been a time of deepening 
relationships and deepening faith for many people. 
This is a blessing. In times like these we can feel 
brittle and used up. Replenishing from prayer I 
find is vital for my inner life. I have been reflecting 
on 1 Thessalonians 5 “Rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 
I’ve been making more use of prayer apps such 

as the Church of England’s ‘Time to Pray.’ I find 
I am giving more ‘arrow’ prayers of thanksgiving 
for the people and things around me, and of 
intercession for those sharing concerns and fears. 
Talking to those we love and those we meet keeps 
us looking outward. I have been so thankful for 
those phone calls ‘just to check in.’

Tend – to those around me in the community 
inside and outside the church. Even before 
COVID-19 hit we knew that social isolation, 
especially for some of our seniors, had become 
a real problem. The desire for community was 
immense. Loneliness and social isolation is often 
a silent suffering of the human condition. In 1 
Corinthians 12 we are taught that “If one part 
suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is 
honoured, every part rejoices with it. Now you are 
the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of 
it.” For each one of us, reaching out, noticing what 
is going on, and thinking of how we can respond 
is vital. The balance side of tending others is, of 
course, tending to ourselves. Take time to rest, 
time to listen and time to be still. 

Continued on page 4.
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“I appointed you to go and bear fruit...” - Jesus

Hello again. 
Last time, I wrote of 
how this pandemic 

may actually help us in the 
Church, for it creates the 
liminal space, putting us in a 
position to think anew about 
how our God equips us for 

our life in Christ. So let’s 
think together about that 
equipping.

In my opinion, one of 
the most neglected passages 
in the New Testament about 
discipleship is John 15. It 
talks about how Jesus calls 
us, what we are called to do, 
and how we are equipped to 
do it. 

“You did not choose 
me but I chose you. And I 
appointed you to go and bear 
fruit, fruit that will last, so 
that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my 
name.” John 15:16

Jesus chose us! Wow! 
He calls us to go and bear 
fruit. Fantastic! So how do 
we do this? 

“Abide in me as I abide 
in you. Just as the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself 

unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless 
you abide in me. I am the 
vine, you are the branches. 
Those who abide in me and 
I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you 
can do nothing.” John 15:4-5

It is in him that we are 
equipped to bear fruit. It 
is impossible to bear fruit 
without him. We are to abide 
in him as he abides in us.

How does Christ abide 
in us? By the Holy Spirit! 
The Holy Spirit is given 
by our God to show we are 
his. Here is the wonderful 
promise from Ephesians:

“And when you believed 
in Christ, he identified you 
as his own by giving you 
the Holy Spirit, whom he 
promised long ago. The 
Spirit is God’s guarantee 

that he will give us the 
inheritance he promised and 
that he has purchased us to 
be his own people. He did 
this so we would praise and 
glorify him.”  
Ephesians 1:13-14

The fruit we bear, along 
with the Spirit by which they 
are borne, are all signs we 
are the Lord’s disciples, to 
the glory of our heavenly 
Father. 

“My Father is glorified 
by this, that you bear much 
fruit and be my disciples.” 
John 15:8

So it is no surprise that 
Paul describes this fruit as 
‘the fruit of the Spirit;’ fruit 
which is identifiable:

“But the Holy Spirit 
produces this kind of fruit 
in our lives: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. 
There is no law against these 
things!” Galatians 5:22-23

You are used to me 
going on at length about 
mission, and please don’t 
think I’ve stopped! This 
is the fruit Jesus calls us 
to produce. As these are 
increasingly brought forth 
in us, we increasingly shine 
forth the truth, love and 
grace of our God. There is 
no way of being missional 
apart from bearing the fruit 
of the Spirit in our lives. It is 
in this fruit that we show we 
are truly his disciples. 

Next time then, we start 
with ‘love.’ Until then, may 
God bless you in all your 
endeavours in his name.
  Richard

Missional Discipleship

The Ven. RICHARD KING
Archdeacon for 

Mission and Discipleship 
Diocese of Edmonton

Thirty-seven years 
ago I was much 
consumed with the 

question, “What does God 
want me to do?” The two 
foci for this question were 
1) my career as a newly 
ordained person and 2) 
my relationship with a 

young woman who would 
eventually be my wife. I 
prayed about my future, 
surely, but I also tried to 
institute a governing cabinet 
in a five-point parish and I 
made that poor woman do a 
pre-engagement inventory. 
The parish survived and 
this year we celebrated our 
35th anniversary. But the 
question of God’s will was 
foremost in my mind.  

I think such is still the 
case for those disciples 
starting a new path. “What 
does God want of me?” We 
all can imagine the plaintive 
nature of this cry.

Not for me, though. In 
broad terms I have it figured 
out.
• He has told you, O 

mortal, what is good; 
and what does the Lord 
require of you but to 

do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God?

• Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the 
name of the Father 
and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey 
everything that I have 
commanded you.

• You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your 
heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all 
your mind…You shall 
love your neighbour as 
yourself.

Exactly how we do 
this is up to us. These three 
statements form a template 
for our individual choices 
and for our ministries as 
the Body of Christ. If your 

choice adds to the quality of 
people’s experience of the 
love of God through these 
means, then it’s good. If 
your ministry detracts from 
anyone’s experience of the 
three above, then it cannot 
be God’s will. These three 
are valid tools for assessing 
our choices and for outlining 
God’s will. I think parishes 
could benefit greatly from 
employing this template 
when setting budgets and 
planning ministries.  

These three tools can 
also form the basis of our 
effective proclamation 
to the world. When we 
allow others to see these 
three forming the basis 
for our own decisions and 
actions (as individuals and 
as the Church), we will 
be proclaiming Jesus as 
Saviour and Lord in both 

word and deed.  
The only remaining 

question mark in my mind 
is, “How do I get this across 
to people standing on the 
edge of the Christian faith?” 
You know, the people who 
come to the Church after 
deciding to get married 
without reference to God’s 
will. Or those who “want to 
get their baby done.” The 
majority of Canadians are 
not asking the question, 
“What does God want me 
to do?” How are we to 
even introduce the question 
of God’s will as a valid 
question in our society? 
How are we to present 
such a question when we 
have little credibility in the 
world’s eyes?

I haven’t figured this 
one out.

The secret to discovering God’s will... is not a secret

The Ven. TERRY LEER
Archdeacon for 

Mission Development 
Diocese of Athabasca

Talk, Tend, Tithe: caring & connecting continued
Continued from page 3.

Take time to disengage 
from social media and 
pandemic updates. Get out 
into creation and enjoy 
the beauty around us, or 
dive into words of fiction 
that take us away in our 
imagination. When I’m 
getting easily irritated or 
impatient, I know I have 
not been doing that inner 

tending.
Tithe – from the 

blessings I have received. 
Each of us has different 
resources right now. They 
might be financial or they 
may be personal. 

As 1 Peter 4:10 says, 
“Each of you should use 
whatever gift you have 
received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of God’s 
grace in its various forms.” 

Often, we look around 
and say, ‘What can I do?’ 
or ‘How can I help?’ Those 
who have financial stability 
can support those who do 
not, they can support our 
churches and our social 
ministries as they in turn 
support those who are in 
difficulties. I am hearing of 
people making meals for 
others, volunteering their 
time, being a listening ear 

for those who are isolated, 
helping the families of those 
who are sick. Each one of 
us has something we can 
offer. Every gift is valued 
and is important. Gifts of 
home-baked bread and hand-
knitting leave our house 
on regular intervals. I’ve 
received soup and cookies 
and handmade masks, 
blessings each one. Just as 
valued are the gifts of good 

humour and smiles from 
perfect strangers while on a 
walk or at the store. Sharing 
what I have to share each 
and day: it’s important. 

So, there we go. Talk, 
Tend, Tithe. It is definitely 
not rocket science but it’s 
working for me right now.

Maybe it will work for 
you.

+Jane
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On September 27, 
2020, the three 
congregations of 

St. Helen’s (Fairview), 
Christ Church (Berwyn) 
and St. Bartholomew’s 
(Grimshaw) continued their 
long-standing tradition of 
“Family Service Sundays” 
in the Peace Deanery of 
the Diocese of Athabasca. 
The three 
congregations 
shared a 
service 
of Holy 
Communion 
with the 
leadership 
of the Ven. 
Terry Leer 
in the Elks 
Community 
Centre in 
Berwyn. 

The original plan called 
for an outdoor service in 
the churchyard of Christ 
Church, but concerns 
about the weather created 
the opportunity to rent the 
Elks Hall. Thanks to the 
generosity of the ACW 
Group in Berwyn, who 
paid the rental of the hall, 
members of each of the three 
congregations shared the 
leadership of the service and 
fellowship afterwards.

This service was the first 

joint service of the pandemic 
season. It also marked the 
beginning of a more formal 
relationship amongst the 
three congregations with the 
support of Archdeacon Leer.

Over the past summer, 
the Rt. Rev. David 
Greenwood opened 
negotiations with the 
three congregations with 
respect to a deeper spirit 
of cooperation and mutual 
support. This parallels a 
development in regional 

ministry in 

the eastern deanery of the 
Diocese of Athabasca where 
six congregations will be 
developing ministry with 
the support of one and a 
half clergy positions, two 
honorary assistants and a 
host of lay leaders. 

The Rev. Rosemarie 
Howell and the Rt. Rev. 
Larry Robertson share 
the same goals with Leer, 
namely to develop the 
ministry capacity of the 
congregations with a view 
to encouraging and enabling 

genuine growth. The diocese 
is promoting such ministry 
development by subsidizing 
the costs of ministry in both 
deaneries. Leer highlighted 
the nature and reality of 
the new relationships 
in his sermon entitled, 
“Humility as the Centre of 
Community”. 

For more insights and 
information on ministry 
development, please 
contact the Ven. Terry Leer, 
Archdeacon for Mission 
Development.

Athabasca

2020 diocesan synod to be held virtually by Zoom

For access to online services, both 
mid-week and on Sunday, please 
visit the diocesan website at  
www.dioath.ca 
or one of the following parish 
websites:
• www.stjamespr.org
• www.christchurchanglicangp.

org 

• www.sttom.ca
• www.allsaintsanglican.ca
• www.parishnorthernlights.org 

 
Or, search Facebook.com for:

• The Diocese of Athabasca
• St. James Cathedral
• St. Mark’s High Prairie
• St. Thomas Fort McMurray

• Christ Church Grande Prairie
• St. Anne’s Church Valleyview
• All Saints Church Fort 

McMurray
• St. Peters Church Slave Lake
• Anglican Church of Athabasca
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Athabasca Diocese Virtual Worship Resources and Opportunities

COVID-19 has been 
responsible for so 
many changes in 

our daily activities, whether 
in our work life, business 
or church activities. We 
are doing so many things 
in a new or different 
way. Many churches are 
livestreaming their services 
as a way to connect with the 
congregations that, as yet, 
do not gather in the same 
manner as in prior times.

An important part 
of the governance of the 
church is the diocesan 
synod, which traditionally 
gathers as a large group of 
diocesan representatives to 
worship, pray, learn, discuss 
and determine where God 

is leading 
them on this 
journey.

The 
constitution 
of the Diocese 
of Athabasca 
requires 
there to be 
a diocesan 
synod in 
2020. It 
will not be 
possible to have a physical 
gathering of more than 
100 people at any location 
in the diocese at present. 
Therefore, for the first time, 
there will be a virtual synod, 
November 21st. 2020. This 
synod will be enacted via a 
Zoom video event. It will 
start at 10:00 a.m. and will 
run throughout the day with 

a somewhat limited agenda, 
that will cover all the 
essential aspects of a regular 
synod.

This will include the 
appointments needed during 
the synod; the election of the 
Regional Deans, the election 
of members of the Diocesan 
Executive Council, as well 
as the election of delegates 
to the next Provincial Synod 

and General 
Synod. There 
will also be 
a time of 
consideration 
given to 
determine 
if there 
should be 
an in-person 
physical 
gathering 
of a synod 

in 2021. Additional 
considerations will have 
to be given to the financial 
statements of the diocese 
and a draft financial plan 
for the future. This may be 
a virtual synod but the work 
of this synod will be just 
as vital to the future of the 
diocesan ministry as any in-
person gathering.

It is most important that 
parishes have sent in their 
lists of delegates. The names 
and contact details of one 
people’s warden and three 
lay delegates names for each 
parish, to  
dioath@telusplanet.net or 
amdath@telus.net . 

To facilitate ease of 
voting it may be useful for 
delegates without internet 
access to share a connection 
with another delegate from 
your parish who does have 
an internet connection. 
Delegates can also connect 
via a phone or tablet and do 
not need to be on video if 
they do not wish to be.

If there are any questions 
or concerns please address 
them to the above e-mail 
addresses.

Archdeacon Terry Leer presides at Holy Communion with parishioners of St. Helen’s, Christ Church and St. Bartholomew at annual Family Service Sunday. 

Beloved tradition marks reshaping of parish ministry

Canon PETER CLARKE
Athabasca Editor

The Ven. TERRY LEER
Archdeacon for 

Mission Development 
Diocese of Athabasca
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Each year on September 30, 
residents of Wetaskiwin 
turn out for the Orange Shirt 

Day Walk. Led by the Immanuel 
Reconciliation Team in partnership 
with the Wetaskiwin & District 
Heritage Museum, the walk has 
grown steadily over the past five 
years. In doing it, we remember 
the children who went to Indian 
Residential Schools and those who 
did not return. This year, on a sunny 
fall day, about 80-90 of us gathered. 
With masks on and keeping to our 
own ‘bubbles’ as much as possible, 
we walked from the museum to the 
Peace Cairn.

The Peace Cairn is a monument 
to the treaty between the Nehiwayak 
and the Siksika nations in 1867 and 
was erected in recognition of that 
in 1927. The name ‘Wetaskiwin’ 
is a Cree word meaning ‘the hills 

where peace is made’ 
and was bestowed 
on the area in honour 
of that peace treaty. 
The cairn is the place 
that the community 
gathers to remember 
our history as First 
Nations, settlers, 
and newcomers. We 
remember both the 
good and the hard 
history.

The walk took 
about 20 minutes. 
There were orange 
shirts for blocks, 
with many of us in 
our ribbon skirts, and lots of lively 
conversation. 

When we arrived at the Peace 
Cairn, Karen Aberle, the Executive 
Director of the Wetaskwin & 
District Heritage Museum, shared 
about being with residential school 
survivors earlier that day and that 
we need to hear these stories so 
we won’t forget what happened 

in our country. The event closed 
with a prayer led by the Rev. Hugh 
Matheson, rector of Immanuel, 
Wetaskiwin to thank Creator for our 
coming together and remembering 

together as a community. 
The Immanuel Reconciliation 

Team is grateful to all who joined the 
parish and the museum in this act of 
remembrance.

Orange Shirt Day

FIONA BROWNLEE
Aboriginal and Rural  
Communities Liaison
Diocese of Edmonton

Wetaskiwin walk honours residential school children

Sheila and Hal Kluczny of 
Immanuel Anglican Church arrive 
to join Wetaskiwin walk.

Bishop Jane Alexander, along with 
granddaughter Olivia and four other 
children from Edmonton diocese, 
produced a video for Orange Shirt 
Day 2020, telling the story of Phyllis 
Webstad, whose orange shirt, taken 

from her on her first day at residential 
school, has become a symbol to honour 
residential school survivors. The video 
is available in the podcast/video 
section of the diocesan website,  
www.edmonton.anglican.ca .

Bishop, Children Tell  
Orange Shirt Day Story

St. Luke’s hosts Messy Church Reconciliation, COVID style

On Sunday, September 27, members of All Saints’ Drayton Valley participated 
in Orange Shirt Day to support residential schools survivors and proclaim that 
every child matters. Some parishioners came wearing an orange shirt and for 
those without one, orange tissue paper and napkins were provided, that members 
fashioned into cravats and other creative items so that everybody could be 
included.

After the morning worship service, an All Saints’ ‘family photo’ was taken 
outside the front doors. The same week, All Saints’ posted a Facebook video of 
a recitation of Phyllis’ Story: The Original Orange Shirt. Members also watched 
the endearing video with Bishop Jane and children. Parishioners were impressed 
with this and shared comments including: “I felt like I learned more from that 
video than I have ever been taught through school,” “That was well done with the 
children reading the story,” and “I feel this is a very important story to get out to 
everyone.” Indeed, it is vital that we get the message out about the ongoing work 
of Truth and Reconciliation and continue to acknowledge that every child matters.

Submitted by the Rev. Christopher Cook
Rector, All Saints’ Anglican Church, Drayton Valley

Drayton Valley Saints Make 
Orange Shirt Day Special

St. Luke’s church hall was once 
again filled with laughter 
and the excited chatter of 

our Messy Church families as we 
gathered Saturday, September 12 for 
the first time since February because 
of the COVID-19 outbreak.

About 30 people gathered for a 
special Reconciliation Saturday and 
although it was a different kind of 
Messy Church, with no singing or 
sharing of a meal, everyone said they 

were just happy to be together once 
again.  

The celebration started outside 
around St. Luke’s Reconciliation 
Choke Cherry Tree with a prayer and 
a special smudge. Fred Matthews 
of St. Thomas, Sherwood Park 
delighted the families, playing his 
traditional Haudenosaunee flute 
during the smudge. Then Fiona 
Brownlee, diocesan Aboriginal and 
Rural Communities Liaison, led a 
play called The Wandering Spirit, 
a story about a spirit long ago who 

gave Indigenous people the gift of 
multiplying so they could spread out 
around the world and live together in 
harmony.

The event then moved inside – 
observing physical distancing around 
the tables – where everyone was 
given an orange T-shirt to decorate in 
honour of Indigenous children who 
were sent away to residential schools 
in Canada.  

While the shirts were being 
decorated, the Rev. Nick Trussell 
rector of St. Luke’s read Phyllis’s 

Story, the true story about a young 
girl who had her brand new, bright 
orange shirt taken away on her first 
day of residential school, never to 
see it again. 

Paper hearts were also decorated 
and planted around the choke cherry 
tree to make a wonderful memorial 
garden, honouring the children who 
were sent to residential schools.  
Everyone went home with a 
goodie bag containing a snack, and 
everything needed to make their very 
own dream catcher.

DONNA HARKER
St. Luke’s, Edmonton
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PWRDF

I was visiting with 
a group of friends 
a while ago 

when the discussion 
turned to a topic that 
was dominating the 
news at the time: the 
WE Charity fiasco. 
Someone asked, “How 
do we know what 
charity we can trust?” 
My mind went back to 
when I heard that very 
question put to Stephen 
Lewis. At the time he 
was the United Nations 
Special Envoy for AIDS in Africa 
and he had given an incredible talk 
about the work of his foundation 
there. His reply was quite simple 
– check out how much is spent on 
administration – it should be less 
than 20%. I used Stephen’s words in 
reply to my friend.

As a volunteer for the Anglican 
Church’s Primate’s World Relief 
and Development Fund, I have been 
asked that question before – why 
support this charity? If you use 
Mr. Lewis’s gauge, PWRDF falls 
well below the threshold. In 2019 
the administration portion of our 
expenses was only 8.8%. This 
is one good reason to choose 
to support PWRDF.

This year PWRDF 
made Maclean’s Magazine’s 
list of 100 best Canadian 
charities for 2020.  When 
you consider that there are 
85,000 registered charities 
in Canada, that is quite an 
accomplishment! In compiling 

their list, Maclean’s 
scrutinized such 
things as overhead 
ratio, fundraising 
ratio, charity reserves 
and compensation 
of highest-paid 

employee. They also considered 
financial transparency; the ease of 
access to the financial statements 
(PWRDF posts these on their 
website). They also focused on 
how well charities communicate 
results (another look at the website 
shows this is important to PWRDF). 
According to Executive Director 
Will Postma, “PWRDF staff 
work extremely hard with our 35 
implementing partners around the 
world to ensure transparency and 
financial accountability, and to share 
results with Anglicans and other 
donors in a meaningful way. We are 

grateful to our network of dedicated 
volunteers who further spread the 
word.” This is another good reason 
to support PWRDF.

For myself, supporting PWRDF 
as a volunteer and donor is an 
important part of my faith. Micah 
6:8 pretty well sums it up: “[God] 
has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the Lord require of 
you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God.” ‘Doing justice’ means 
doing what is morally right and fair, 
and Jesus made it very clear what his 
expectations were on that account. 

As an instrument of faith, 
PWRDF connects Anglicans in 
Canada to communities around the 
world in dynamic partnerships to 
advance sustainable development, 
to respond to emergencies, to assist 
refugees, and to act for positive 
change. The PWRDF strategic 
plan holds fast to its vision to work 
towards a truly just, healthy and 
peaceful world. It has been shaped 
by consultation with development 
partners overseas and in Canada, and 
with you, the people who steadfastly 
support and share in the work of 
PWRDF. 

How can you support this work? 
COVID-19 has affected all our lives, 
and even more so those living in less 
developed countries. Our essential 
work supporting our partners 
continues, as well as several new 
initiatives focused on mitigating the 
impact of the pandemic. The need is 
greater than ever. 

Christmas 2020 is looking to 
be unprecedented in the ways we 
gather to celebrate. Why not consider 
a novel way to give to those you 
love this year; buy a goat, or mule, 
or chickens? Perhaps choose to 
purchase PPE to keep a clinic safe, 
or plant some trees, or give the gift 
of water, or some seeds of hope. You 
can give a creative gift of love, a gift 
of action, a gift of life by supporting 
one of our projects! The PWRDF 
World of Gifts catalogue is included 
in this month’s Anglican Journal 
and is full of wonderful, affordable 
gifts you can give in honour of those 
on your list. What a wonderful way 
to celebrate the birth of our Lord, 
by giving a gift that will feed the 
hungry, heal the sick, and work 
towards a truly just, peaceful, and 
healthy world; a gift of justice.

The World of Gifts is also 
available year-round online at  
www.pwrdf.org and you can 
make your purchases there if 
you like.  If you would like more 
information about the work of 
PWRDF, you can find great 
informative stories of  projects 
on that ‘very transparent’ website 
as well, or contact me, Dorothy 
Marshall at  
pwrdf@edmonton.anglican.ca

DOROTHY MARSHALL
PWRDF Representative
Diocese of Edmonton

PWRDF a trustworthy charity in uncertain times

It was mid-July when Bishop Jane came out to bless St. David’s Edmonton 
Food Bank garden, and blessed it has been! Saturday, September 19, was harvest 
time, when we dug up an amazing crop of carrots and potatoes. Some of the 
tomatoes were ready for picking while others stayed on the vine a little longer in 
the hope of some warm fall weather. 

This was truly a parish-wide endeavour from the beginning: from those who 
first dreamed of the project, those who shovelled soil into the raised beds, those 
who planted, those who watered and those who harvested. We are already making 
plans for next year’s food bank garden! 
Submitted by  
the Rev. Dr. Renée Desjardins,  
Rector of St. David’s Anglican Church

St. David’s Supports 
Edmonton’s Foodbank

Parishioner Marilyn Cebuliak harvests potatoes.

St. George’s, Fort Saskatchewan rector the Rev. Aaron Parsall-Myler blessed 30 
quilts on Sunday, September 13, 2020. The blankets were made by our TLC ladies 
who meet Wednesdays at St. George’s. This year the ladies made quilts/blankets 
for the youth/young adults that come to The Family Centre in Edmonton. The 
Centre runs reunification homes where children who have come into government 
care can stay, often with their parents, while parents develop positive parenting 
skills. 
Submitted by Rev. Aaron Parsall-Myler
Rector of St. George’s Anglican Church, Fort Saskatchewan

St. George’s Supports  
Families in Crisis
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Cemeteries are something we don’t often 
think about in our day to day church 
life. Clergy, of course, are familiar 

with cemeteries because of the number of 
burials they do. But for centuries one of the 
ways in which the Church has ministered to 
the community is to provide a place to bury the 
dead, often in church yards.

There are some 26 cemeteries in the Diocese 
of Edmonton. All, but one, are in current or 
former church yards. Five belong to active 
parishes (St. John’s, Cold Lake; St. John’s, 
Onoway; St. Peter’s, Lac La Nonne; Emmanuel, 
Gibbons; and St. Aidan’s and St. Hilda’s, 
Rexboro). All the rest belong to parishes that 
have been disestablished over the years, and 
thus they belong to the diocese. Two, Poplar 
Lake and Colchester, are maintained by nearby 
parishes (Good Shepherd, Edmonton; and St. 
Thomas’, Sherwood Park, respectively). 

At the end of July, I set out on a road trip to 
check on 22 of our cemeteries. Over the course 
of a week, I travelled more than 2,300 kms and 
saw some beautiful countryside, and some very 
well maintained cemeteries.

Many of these rural cemeteries are cared 
for by local people who have some connection 
to the long-closed parish. The most common 
connection is to someone buried in the 
cemetery. In a few cases a local self-organized 
cemetery committee or historical society cares 
for the cemetery and, where they exist, the 
church building. In some cases, a neighbour 
simply cuts the grass as a labour of love. Some 
still have church buildings; in some the building 
has been moved elsewhere, either to a new 
location for worship or to a museum; in some 
cases the building has long since deteriorated or 
burned down.

Some of the grave markers tell extraordinary 
stories of people who came from across the sea 
to make their life here in Alberta. Some tell 

stories of tragedy, such as a marker for a family 
who perished in a house fire, or a young child 
who died of diphtheria or some other cause. 
Many leave hints of long and happy lives. Many 
of our cemeteries have official military graves 
for veterans.

In addition to being the final resting place 
for those who are buried there, each cemetery 
tells a story about the history of the local 
community. Sometimes the history is recorded 
in a small book, such as a history in our files 
of St. George’s, Stretton, which provides a 
fascinating picture of life in the whole region 
a century or more ago. Sometimes part of the 
history is recorded on a sign at the cemetery, 
as in the case of Colchester or St. Luke’s, 
Sion. In the case of Soda Lake cemetery, 
there’s even an official Alberta history sign 
on the highway nearby. Frequently the story 
is lost to history, though we can imagine the 
faithfulness of people who built a church with 
the hope of a village forming in the area which 
never came to pass. We can imagine the local 
community gathering for worship, for picnics 
or celebrations of great events, for weddings 
and baptisms and, yes, for funerals. Whatever 
the story, wherever the location, each of these 
cemeteries has its own charm.

On Sunday, August 23, The St. 
David’s Welsh Society and their 
guests enjoyed a wonderful, socially 

distanced outdoor concert performed by 
members of the Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra (ESO). We were entertained by 
Allene Hackleman, Megan Evans, Peter 
Clarke, all French Horn players with the ESO, 
and Olivia Imbrogno, Allene’s former French 
Horn student. I assumed the musical selections 
would be limited to hunting songs, but the 
performers never ceased to impress by playing 
a wide range of styles including hunting-themed 
music, an operatic overture, folk songs, jazz and 
Latin-flavoured tunes, and even Peter Clarke’s 
arrangement of the Disney classic “When You 
Wish Upon a Star.” The afternoon was also 
educational as Megan explained the interesting 
history of the instrument and how it progressed 
from a simple horn slung on an arm during 
the hunt, to the concert-hall staple it is today. 

Beautiful music, beautiful weather and good 
company made for a lovely event.

The Welsh Society sponsored this concert 
for all attending members, and many attendees 
graciously donated to the ESO to help support 
this word-class orchestra as they navigate 
the disruptions COVID-19 has caused to 
their operations. The Welsh Society thanks 
all members who attended, as well as the St. 
Michael and All Angels Anglican Church for 
providing the perfect outdoor venue for this 
concert.

Guest Contributors

ESO ensemble performs at St. Michael and All Angels’

Rural cemeteries echo voices, stories from the past 
The Ven. ALAN PERRY

Former Executive Archdeacon
Diocese of Edmonton

BETHAN FRANKLYN
St. David’s Welsh Society of Edmonton

ESO French Horn Ensemble; Photo by Peter Clarke, courtesy ESO

The Messenger contacted the Rev. Colleen 
Sanderson, rector of St. Michael and All 
Angels Anglican Church for her comment on 
hosting the ESO ensemble: 

As a lifelong lover of music, pianist, 
and supporter of music education, as well 
as an enthusiast of the ESO, I was delighted 
when I was approached by a member of my 
congregation who is a member of the Welsh 
Society, with a request to host an outdoor, 
physically distanced concert by the ESO for 
the members of the Welsh Society and their 
invited guests. 

In this time of amplified stress and 
anxiety there are limited opportunities for 
people to share musical offerings, and limited 
opportunities for people to receive the great 
mental health benefits from hearing live 
music. So, this was the perfect opportunity 
for St. Michael’s to share our beautiful 
Community Garden space and land with 
others.

Unexpected gifts abound in service of ordination, cont.
Continued from front page.

While this accelerated experience has at times 
been overwhelming, King reminded Amor of the 
gifts with which God has blessed and prepared her. 
“We look forward to seeing what God will do in 
and through you next, knowing that whom God 
calls, he enables.”

Amor continues her two-year curacy at St. 
John the Evangelist, adding priestly duties to the 
many tasks she already performs.

“I am excited to build new things and help 

others grow in who they are,” she says. “We are 
all called to something in this world. Whether it 
is ordained priestly ministry or another form of 
ministry, all ministries are equally important and 
valuable. I hope to help others to see the value in 
their ministries, whatever those might be.”

“Becoming a priest has been much more 
difficult for me than getting my PhD. Now that I 
am here, I want to enjoy and explore all of it.  
I want to learn and grow, I want to share and love, 
doing my absolute best to be the priest that I think 
God has called me to be.”


