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On the National Day for 
Truth and Reconciliation 
the whitewashed walls of 

a church building, with everything 
those walls represent, became the 
place to see and listen to the story of 
the Indigenous families who were 
forced out of what we know today as 
Jasper National Park. 

“This may have been the most 
important thing our church has 
ever done,” said Nancy Addison, 
people’s warden at St. Mary’s and 
St. George’s Anglican Church, 
following a community screening 
of the Indigenous documentary 

Resilient: The Aseniwuche Winewak 
Story. 

“My mind was blown by this 
amazing film with so many local 
connections,” said Bob Covey, editor 
and publisher of The Jasper Local 
and president of the Jasper Film 
Club. Covey had seen the film when 
it debuted in Grande Cache on June 
21, National Indigenous Peoples 
Day. 
Editor’s note: The creation of the 
Jasper Forest Reserve in 1907 was 
achieved in part by the forcible 
eviction of Indigenous, Metis and 
European people living traditional, 
Indigenous lifestyles in the area. 

Many of the families evicted from the 
Jasper Forest Reserve moved north 
to the area now known as Grande 
Cache.

Covey met with Aseniwuche 
Winewak Nation (AWN) to ask if 
he could screen the film in Jasper 
on the National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation, as an opportunity for 
members of the community to learn 
about the Indigenous history of the 
area. 

“They were really excited,” he 
says. But showing the film to a large 
audience in an indoor venue was out 
of the question due to COVID-19 
restrictions. While mountain biking 

with the Rev. Andreas Sigrist, Covey 
wondered if a solution might be to 
project the film on the Edith Cavell 
Memorial Tower of St. Mary’s and 
St. George’s church. 

Covey says Andreas was both 
“generous and progressive” in his 
response. 

“People have stopped coming to 
church not because they wanted less, 
but because they were looking for 
more. Working for truth and towards 
reconciliation is that more,” says 
Sigrist. 

Continued on page 7.

Indigenous history of Jasper screened on church tower

The Edmonton diocese 
officially welcomed the Rt. 
Rev. Stephen London as 11th 

Bishop on September 18, 2021, the 
Feast of the Founders, Benefactors 
and Missionaries of the Anglican 
Church of Canada.

The Most Rev. Greg Kerr-
Wilson, Metropolitan of the 
Ecclesiastical Province of Rupert’s 
Land, presided at the service which 
was live-streamed from All Saints’ 
Cathedral in Edmonton. Due to 
another surge in COVID cases in 
AB, indoor-gathering restrictions 
limiting the number of people who 
could attend in person had been 
re-introduced by the provincial 
government a mere days before the 
consecration. However, the Ven. 
Jordan Haynie Ware, Archdeacon 
for Social Justcie and Community 
Connection, rehearsal coordinator 
and master of ceremonies, adjusted 
previously made plans accordingly. 
The procession was scaled back, 
the Cathedral Choir, directed by 
All Saints’ Music Director, Jeremy 

Spurgeon, was arranged in front of 
the high altar, and the congregational 
seating was pre-determined to 
accommodate physical distancing.

“While it was our great hope 
to have this cathedral filled with 
people this morning, we continue to 
celebrate, and we continue to care for 
one another by following the COVID 
regulations,” said the Very Rev. 
Alexandra Meek, Dean of Edmonton 

and Rector of All Saints’ Cathedral.
“Additionally, we are thankful 

and grateful for your presence online 
and for your prayers being raised up 
across this diocese.” 

She noted that within the 
cathedral were gathered about 70 
representatives of this “wonderful 
body in Christ”: laity, clergy, priests 
and deacons from various regions 
and ministries; ecumenical and 

interfaith representatives; Indigenous 
elders; the Metropolitan and 
members of the provincial House 
of Bishops from Anglican dioceses 
in AB, SK and MB; the Primate of 
the Anglican Church of Canada, 
the National Indigenous Anglican 
Archbishop. 

Continued on next page.

Consecration service for 11th Bishop of Edmonton 
demonstration of ability and willingness to change 

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

MESSENGER STAFF

Newly consecrated Bishop Stephen London prepares to bless the congregation alongside friend and chaplain Madeleine Urion. Photo: Shelly King
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Consecration service for 11th Bishop of Edmonton continued
Continued from Front Page.

London’s mentor Fr. Charles 
(Chip) Gilman, Monk Chaplain of 
Saint-Benoit-du-Lac in Quebec, 
was present as were members of 
his immediate family: the Rev. 
Stephanie London, their children 
Claire (chaplain), Sarah (reader) and 
Alex; father-in-law Adrian Crane; 
brother-in-law the Rev. Jonathan 
Crane, sister-in-law Megan Crane 
and their children Noah and Miriam.

“There’s a profound goodness 
in Stephen,” said Gilman who 
recommended London for seminary 
when Chip was rector of Christ 
Church in New Haven, Connecticut 
and Steve attended his parish.

Bishop Stephen’s mother Carye 
Williams, who lives in Kansas City, 
Missouri; and his friend the Rt. 
Rev. David Lehmann, Bishop of 
Caledonia diocese, had also intended 
to be there in person, however, they 
were unable to travel due to COVID 
restrictions and illness.

Indigenous Elders Russell 
Auger and Bernadette Iahtail led the 
procession. They began the service, 
which was held on Treaty 6 land, the 
traditional meeting place of the Cree, 
Saulteaux, Niitsitapi (Blackfoot), 
Nakota Sioux, Dene, Métis, and Inuit 
peoples, with a smudge ceremony. 

Auger thanked Bishop Steve 
for inviting him to be part of the 
service and to bring his medicine. 
“The whole world needs to change 
and show dignity and respect to 
all Indigenous people,” he said, 
explaining that “40 years ago I 
wouldn’t have come into this church 
because of residential schools. I 
didn’t like the churches; I didn’t like 
the way they operated, and I didn’t 
like what they did to my people and 
me…

“I’m grateful for what you’re 
doing here today and for those that 
have been sitting with me in circle 
for the last four months. I hope that 
by this example, other churches will 
learn that we have a good way too,” 
he said offering a Prayer Song. 

In his homily address, the Ven. 
Travis Enright, Archdeacon for 
Indigenous Ministries, said while 
he was honoured to be asked by his 
beloved friend, Steve, to give this 
word for the service of consecration, 
he was doing so “not as an individual 
sharing his own words, but as one 
who is seeking to give voice to my 
ancestors who have been living on 
this land for thousands of years, 
as one giving voice to the children 
whose words and language were 
taken away by a system explicitly 
designed to shame them into silence, 

and as one who is part of a circle; a 
lodge of many voices.

“We as a collective are beginning 
to see a moment of transition in the 
life of our church: both a call and a 
responsibility to work together in a 
new way for healing and justice for 
too long denied,” said Enright who 
is Cree and the son of a residential 
school survivor. He noted that 
while the consecration was taking 
place on the Feast of the Founders, 
Benefactors, and Missionaries of 
the Anglican Church of Canada, we 
might be better to say we “mark,” 
rather than “celebrate” this feast. We 
bless those who gave of themselves 
to build the church in this country, 
but at the same time acknowledge 
their legacy and heritage has not 
been a blessing for all.

“There were cracks in that 
foundation… We must only 
acknowledge this feast by telling 
“the whole truth… Some of the 
founders of this church came to 
this land under the influence of a 
way of thinking that taught them 
they were superior: their culture 
and civilization were superior. They 
therefore thought they had every 
right to apply themselves to projects 
designed to eliminate the culture, 
languages, stories and ceremonies of 

people who lived here long before 
them. 

“Colonial Christendom has 
done tremendous damage. I see this 
damage every day in my ministry 
working with our neighbours on 
Alberta Avenue,” said Enright who is 
rector of St. Faith’s Anglican Church 
which coordinates the PrayerWorks 
community meals outreach. “I’ve 
seen it among my own family, and 
I continue to struggle to claim my 
language, my ceremony and my 
identity…” 

But “Jesus always is the last 
word,” he said. “The person of 
Jesus Christ; the Living Wisdom of 
the Creator is still good news. That 
gospel with its teachings of mercy, 
compassion, forgiveness and justice 
calls us to courage and humility.” 

He spoke about Bishop Stephen’s 
desire to listen and to put the good 
news of Jesus at the center of our 
lives. We can build new foundations 
if we are willing to be in mission in a 
different way, as listeners, not always 
as teachers, he said.

Members of the community 
welcomed Bishop Stephen with gifts. 
The London family presented their 
husband and father with an episcopal 
ring; Archbishop Kerr-Wilson 
presented a Bible and pastoral 
staff; the Most Rev. Linda Nicholls, 
Archbishop and Primate, presented a 
cope and mitre; the Most Rev. Mark 
MacDonald, National Indigenous 
Anglican Archbishop presented a 
pectoral cross.

Representatives of the youth of 
the diocese gifted Bishop Stephen 
with seeds of creation, while lay 
leaders of the diocese offered 
baptismal waters; Indigenous guests 
offered cloth prints, and ecumenical 
and interfaith guests offered symbols 
of reconciliation and peace. The Rev. 
Quinn Strikwerda shared a message 
of greetings and prayers for Bishop 
Stephen, his family and the diocese, 
from Archbishop Bishop Sixbert 
Macumi on behalf of the Edmonton 
diocese’s companion Diocese of 
Buyé.

Following the postlude, 
Bishop Stephen returned to the 
lectern to offer a few words to the 
congregation. 

“I’m so sorry you can’t all be 
here today. That is one of the sorrows 
of my heart. I was hoping to greet 
all of you at the door as we began 
this new chapter in our ministry 
together. But I’m looking forward 
to going across the diocese, from 
church to church, and being with you 
and praying with you, as we explore 
the question of ‘what is our new 
chapter?’”

London, who served most 
recently as rector of St. Thomas’ 
Anglican Church in Sherwood 
Park, noted that, while this is a new 
ministry for him, it is a ministry we 
all share. 

“We do have a message of love. 
We do have a message of the love 
of God. We have a message of hope. 
You are a people of hope. Hope 
needs to happen. We need to preach 
this gospel of hope and goodness. 
And to be people of healing and 
reconciliation and goodness. And so, 
I look forward to that.”

As he gave his first blessing 
as bishop, London said, “thank 
you for your prayers and for your 
commitment as we go forward from 
here in the power of Jesus Christ, 
through His Holy Spirit to the glory 
of God the Father.”

You can watch the recording 
of Bishop Stephen’s consecration 
and installation service here: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=nHwCyV2cCoM

Indigenous Elder Russell Auger offers a smudge and a prayer song at the start of the service.

Clockwise from left: Archbishop Greg Kerr-
Wilson presents the bishop’s staff; Sarah and 
Alex London adjust their dad’s mitre and 
pectoral cross; Bishop Stephen London gives 
communion to his father-in-law Adrian Crane.



3  THE MESSENGERNOVEMBER 2021

Shalom (peace, harmony, 
wholeness, completeness, 
prosperity, wellness and 

tranquility) be with you. The 
past 19-20 months have been 
unprecedented in our lifetimes. 
We would have to go back to 
the Spanish Flu of 1918 for a 
comparable time in Canada. What 
are we to make of this? How do we 
reconcile this to the concept that 
God created us as beings of shalom, 
in His Image?

When I was young, I greeted 
the first snowfall of winter with delight. I loved 
being out in the crisp air, tobogganing, playing 
road hockey, jumping and running in the snow. 
Christmas came with great anticipation and was a 
joyful celebration. But then winter seemed like it 
would never end – day after day after day of cold, 
of wind, of snow, of darkness. When the long-
hoped-for end of winter finally came, that in its 
turn was also greeted with delight. 

Right now, it seems like the present will 
never end and we shall be masking and distancing 
forever. But from my own experience, I have 
learned the present doesn’t last forever. Winter will 
end. A time will come when the pandemic is no 
longer overwhelming our hospitals and our lives. 
We shall persevere, and these things shall end.

God did not create us to be 
in warfare and enmity, but peace 
and harmony. Not to be broken 
and fragmented, but whole and 
complete. Not to be poor and ill, 
but prosperous and well. Not to be 
chaotic and disturbed, but tranquil 
and loved. He created us to be in 
shalom – with Him, with each other, 
and with ourselves. 

Christ directly addresses 
moving us from brokenness to 

shalom: “Blessed are the poor 
in spirit … those who mourn … 

the meek … those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness … the merciful … the pure in heart 
… the peacemakers … those who are persecuted 
for their righteousness … you, when you are 
insulted, persecuted, and slandered because of 
Christ…”  

Why? Because “theirs is the Kingdom of 
Heaven … they will be comforted ... they will 
inherit the Earth ... they will be satisfied ... they 
will be shown mercy ... they will see God ... they 
will be called children of God ... theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Rejoice and be glad, because 
great is your reward in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.”

Blessed are you when you encounter this 
world of broken-ness, anxiety, enmity, and 
discomfort, and, knowing that God created it (and 
us) for something better, strive to move it to that 
better thing, following Christ and for His kingdom. 
Blessed are you when you mourn for our society 
and for all who are sick in it. Blessed are you when 
you realise your poverty of spirit, and meekly and 
humbly turn to Christ. Blessed are you when you 
serve Him with love and purity of heart. Blessed 
are you when you bring peace into conflict. 
Blessed are you when you pursue righteousness, 
even to being persecuted for it. Blessed are you 
when you are ostracised, insulted, slandered, 
persecuted because you follow Christ and try to be 
a faithful Image of God where you are. 

Christ welcomes you into His family. He will 
comfort you, and give you all you need. He will be 
merciful and forgiving, reveal Himself to you, and 
call you His beloved child. Your reward is great 
in a full and open relationship with our loving 
Creator, God, our heavenly Father. May you know 
this experience. 

Winter sometimes seems like it will never end. 
COVID seems like it will never end. The broken-
ness of the world seems like it will never end. But 
they each will, in their time. Shalom be with you, 
in the name of Christ. Be blessed.

+David   

Bishops’ Corner

www.edmonton.anglican.ca/
blog/the-messenger
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Christ will give you what you need to make it through winter

As I ponder the challenges 
facing our church, I am 
taken with the work of 

Simon Sinek, the best-selling 
author of the leadership classic 
Start with Why. He found that most 
organisations start in the wrong 
place. They define themselves by 
their what: the things they produce 
and how they occupy their time. 
From there, they move to their 
how, and they rarely get to their 
why. As an example, he invites us 
to imagine a computer company. 
When asked what they do, they would say, ‘We 
make computers.’ That is what they produce. From 
there, they might describe their how, what it is they 
value: ‘We make computers that are well designed 
and easy to use. Do you want to buy one?’ Their 
why doesn’t enter the conversation.

As he studied this pattern, he noticed 
something interesting. Organisations that started 
with their why, then moved to their how, and 

finally articulated their what, often 
did much better. The why is the 
vision or the passion that drives 
what we do. Sinek believes that 
people are most attracted to the 
why; we look to be part of a vision 
rather than just a product. 

I have pondered this for many 
years as a parish priest. When I 
advertised in my local community, 
I know that I talked a lot about 
what we did, our services and our 
programs. I also said a lot about 
our how. I wanted people to know 

that our services and programs were open to all, 
welcoming, user-friendly, warm, joyful, and so on. 
These are good and important. What we do feeds 
people spiritually. But at the end of the day, people 
are coming to encounter the living God, and this is 
ultimately our why. 

We are Gospel people. We proclaim a vision 
of God’s love in Jesus Christ that is life-giving 
and healing. In this vision, the meaning of our 

lives is found in deep relationship with the One 
who created us and loves us more than we can 
imagine. The Gospel is the announcement that 
God’s reign of love, peace, and justice has come 
through the incarnation, life, teaching, death, 
resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ. Our 
why is this invitation to wholeness of life in Christ. 
It is a comprehensive vision of eternal, abundant 
living through an intimate relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ, with one another, and with 
all creation. It is about Christ’s cross as the place 
where we encounter the mercy of God, and his 
resurrection as the promise of new life. 

The church is at its best when it creates space 
for this encounter with God to happen. People 
come for all kinds of reasons. Some are looking 
for peace, some are looking to make a difference 
in the world, some are asking big questions, some 
are looking for community, some are grieving and 
need care, and some want to connect with the holy. 
The amazing things about God, is that God meets 
all of us where we are. Why do you go to church? 

Steve

Church at its best creates space for an encounter with God

Bishop STEPHEN LONDON
Diocese of Edmonton
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Three congregations gathered 
at Camp Artaban outside 
Grimshaw AB, for a service 

of holy communion and a picnic. 
The setting was green and luscious, 
the weather idyllic, with a light 
breeze. The accompanist had lugged 
her keyboard, amplifier-speaker, 
microphone and boom stand. 
Participants were mindful of COVID 
protocols, and there was hand 
sanitizer and a potent port wine. 
The celebrant used a long-handled 
paten to distribute the wafers and 
was masked for the distribution. The 
worship was a genuine experience of 
the presence and grace of God.

That is, until the preacher 
began to preach about coping with 
what may be the last generation 
of worshippers in our churches. 
How dare I spoil such a glorious 
experience by preaching about the 
potential demise of our Church? 
Yes, I was that possibly insensitive 
preacher. But I am passionate about 
and committed to the life and health 
of our Church. I am compelled to 
preach the gospel both in and out of 
season.

Some of our congregations 
are facing the questions of the last 
generation. Some congregations are 
asking, ‘who’s going to be the last 
one out?’ I can’t imagine my world 
without an Anglican congregation. 

I don’t want to 
imagine my diocese 
without any of its 
congregations.

The best time 
to have begun to 
deal with this was 
40 years ago. To be 
honest, the Church 
did make some 
efforts. The Church 
shifted its focus 
to try to become 
an effective social 
services agency. Its 
clergy were trained 
with an emphasis 
on professional competencies, 
particularly in counselling and 
community development. But 
this attempt at becoming relevant 
missed the point of the Church. 
And, since we were not as good at 
such ministry as secular agencies 
and governments, the Church was 
inexorably pushed to the sidelines of 
society.    

Just as the best time to plant a 
tree was 20 years ago, the second-
best time to plant a tree is now. 
Since we kind of missed the boat 
40 years ago, we had better do 
something now.  
1. We must make certain that 

our worship and preaching 
attract attention and encourage 

involvement. 
We must bring 
more than 
our minds to 
our Sunday 
worship. 
Worshipping 
God is not duty, 
obligation, or 
task. It is not 
something that 
we have to do, 
or accomplish, 
or achieve. 
Worship is 
the lifeblood 
of the Body 

of Christ and our communal 
voice through which we praise 
God. Each member must bring 
commitment to each act of 
worship; the choice to serve as 
the channel for the Holy Spirit to 
the world.

2. We must invite others to attend 
our praise with us—and then 
we must bring them. It’s never 
enough to say, ’why don’t you 
come to Church on Sunday?’ 
We need to ask, ‘when shall I 
pick you up for our service on 
Sunday?’

3. As individuals and 
congregations we must 
be building meaningful 
relationships quickly, effectively, 

and genuinely. We introduce 
one another and introduce 
others to Christ. We aren’t just 
genuinely interested in others; 
we demonstrate and prove that 
interest to them. We re-present 
Christ to others in ways that they 
can appreciate, not in ways with 
which we are comfortable.  
For some congregations there 

is no time left to develop the 
commitment to such processes. 
There is no time to build up our 
worship, to make it attractive to 
others. There is, for some, no 
time for training or volunteer 
development. Like a Porsche 911 
Turbo, we have to go from 0 to 60 
mph (96.6 kph) in 2.2 seconds. We 
simply must plunge immediately 
into 
• serving as enthusiastic and 

effective channels for the grace 
and Spirit of God,

• intentionally including others in 
the Body of Christ;

• building effective and 
meaningful relationships that 
open the door to experiencing 
salvation.  
So, that’s what this preacher 

spoke about in that charming, park-
like setting on a gloriously beautiful 
day. And no one walked away from 
our service.

Fruit of the Spirit: faithfulness in all we do and are

Hello again everyone.
Thanks for coming back 

to take the next step in our 
series on producing the fruit of the 
Spirit. We have seen that Jesus calls 
us all, as a key part of what it means 
to be missional disciples, to go and 
bear fruit that will last.

“You did not choose me, but 
I chose you. And I appointed 
you to go and bear fruit, fruit 
that will last, so that the Father 
will give you whatever you ask 
him in my name.” (John 15:16 
NRSV) 

We have used Galatians 5 to help 
understand what that might look like:

…the fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control. (Galatians 5:22-23 
NRSV)

Today we look at faithfulness.
This seems to be one of 

the easiest to understand. We 
certainly have plenty of examples 

to encourage us. 
There are nearly 
300 passages 
where ‘faithful’ or 
‘faithfulness’ is used 
in the bible. I’d love 
to look at all of them, 
but space prevents 
us. 

So, let’s keep our 
focus on faithfulness 
as a fruit of the Spirit 
in our lives. And we 
continue with what 
we’ve tried to do all 
along, which is to let 
God himself define 
what these words mean. 

We see many occasions where 
God is faithful - to himself, to his 
covenant, and to his people. Our 
God is faithful, even when we are 
not (2 Timothy 12:13); he keeps his 
promises to us (Hebrews 10:23); he 
shows his faithfulness in helping us 
when we are tempted (1 Corinthians 
10:13). 

We have Jesus’ example as well, 
who is faithful to the task given him 

by our Heavenly 
Father (Hebrews 
2:17, 3:1,2).

Faithfulness is a 
description of what 
discipleship looks 
like and what it 
looks like to be like 
Jesus. But faithful to 
what and to whom? 
As the Lord’s 
people, we are to be 
faithful to God and 
the task God has 
given us.

In the parable 
of the faithful and 

unfaithful servants, the faithful one 
is found working when the Master 
arrives unexpectedly (Matthew 
24:44-47). We are to be faithful in 
our devotion to God (Acts 11:23).
Faithfulness is also shown in how we 
conduct ourselves with other people 
and with our resources (Luke 16:10-
12). We are to be faithful to each 
other (3 John:3, 5). 

Faithfulness sets us apart as 
missional disciples in a culture riven 

by a rampant individualism. Jesus 
calls us to be like him and look, 
not to our own needs, but, to the 
will of God and the needs of others 
(Philippians 2:1-8).

Another mark of our culture is 
that we have trouble defining truth.

We often think of truth as 
referring to information or an idea 
that can be debated to discover 
whether it is right or wrong. 
Increasingly, truth is defined by the 
individual and is seen to be relative.

It can be helpful here to 
remember that the Hebrew concept 
for truth is summed up in the word 
emetz (or emes) and it is more about 
being true and acting faithfully than 
it is about correct information.

God is true. God is reliable, 
faithful, and God lives up to what 
God says. The same will be seen in 
God’s people as they are transformed 
by God’s Spirit.

Next time: gentleness. 
With prayers for every blessing 

as you seek to follow Jesus.

Richard 

Missional Discipleship

The Ven. RICHARD KING
Archdeacon for 

Mission and Discipleship
Diocese of Edmonton

The Ven. TERRY LEER
Executive Archdeacon
Diocese of Athabasca

No Time to Lose Committing to Life & Health of Church
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What a pleasant surprise 
we all had attending the 
All Saints’, Athabasca 

outdoor farewell for the Rev. 
Christobel Lines on August 21, 
2021.

The Rev. Terry Francis led 
prayers of thanksgiving for 
Christobel’s ministry, and the 
memory of her husband David Lines 
who passed away earlier in the year. 

Even into their retirement, both 
continued to serve God and others. 
They never faltered in furthering 
the Kingdom of God and Jesus 
Christ. Both were Lay Readers. In 

addition to serving at All Saints’, 
Lines presided at the eucharist for 
other churches in the parish: Boyle, 
Colinton, Perryvale and Lac La 
Biche, between 2011 and 2020. 

Christobel’s ministry also 
entailed providing religious 
instruction in schools, attending 
meetings in Peace River, Slave 
Lake, Edmonton, serving on 
vestry, offering communion in the 
Athabasca Extendicare Seniors’ 
Home, teaching Sunday school at 
All Saints’, helping with fundraising 
suppers and visiting the sick at home 
and in the hospital. When David 
prepared free, community meals, 
Christobel spoke with the attendees 
regarding their needs.

Both were on All Saints’ 
Museum Board. Every time I came 
to the museum, David dashed 
forward to open the door and later 
helped me close it. Both helped me! 
When maple trees were removed 
from around the church, both Lines 
helped cut blocks and took them 
home for firewood. When Marvyn 
Rogers began a group of community 
singers called the New Horizons, 
they were there. Christobel sang a 
Christmas carol solo in a concert 
organised to help cover the cost 
of trips into Edmonton for cancer 
patients’ needing treatment.

We each brought our own 
bagged lunch to Christobel’s 
farewell celebration, she also 

provided us with a feast of 
sandwiches, fruit, cake, etc. 

All Saints’ church gifted 
Christobel with a white gold cross 
on a chain, and a framed photo 
showing all the Anglican churches in 
the area: Lac La Biche, Wandering 
River, Boyle, Colinton, Perryvale 
and All Saints’, Athabasca. The 
Sunday school children individually 
presented cards they had made. The 
church museum board presented a 
copy of A Spark in the Wilderness, 
our published history book showing 
photos and the work Christobel has 
done here.  

How fortunate we all were to 
have had Christobel and David Lines 
minister to us for so many years!

Parish Life

Farewell & Remembrance for Two Beloved Servants of God
MARY GISLASON

All Saints’ Anglican Church, 
Athabasca

For access to online services, 
both mid-week and on Sunday, 
please visit the diocesan 
website at www.athdio.ca or 
one of the following parish 
websites: 

• www.stjamespr.org
• www.christchurchanglicangp.org 
• www.sttom.ca
• www.allsaintsanglican.ca
• www.parishnorthernlights.org 

 

Or, search Facebook.com for: 

• The Diocese of Athabasca
• St. James Cathedral
• St. Mark’s High Prairie
• St. Thomas Fort McMurray
• Christ Church Grande Prairie
• St. Anne’s Church Valleyview
• All Saints Church Fort McMurray
• St. Peters Church Slave Lake
• Anglican Church of Athabasca
• St. Helen’s Anglican Church
• St. Bartholomew’s Anglican Church

Athabasca Diocese Virtual Worship  
Resources and Opportunities

The staff and congregation at 
Good Shepherd Anglican 
Church in Edmonton 

have been working hard to 
spread positivity and hope in our 
community. We believe small, 
consistent acts of kindness and 
compassion can help rebuild 
connection and help people 
overcome the sense of isolation and 
frustration they have felt during the 
pandemic. 

We have worked together to 
learn how to connect online, through 
live Zoom worship services, and our 
study of the Book of Acts, on Zoom. 
We have also incorporated safety 
measures so people can worship in–
person with us and know we value 
their safety.

We welcome families of all 
shapes and sizes. It is truly an honour 
to be able to host safe, socially 
distanced services and blessings 
that invite our parish and larger 
community to hold close the warm 
glow of the Lord’s love. This fall, 

our rector the Ven. Jordan Haynie 
Ware, archdeacon for social justice 
and community connection, blessed 
students and school supplies, beloved 
pets on the Feast of St. Francis of 
Assisi; even garden rocks, which our 
youth painted to represent giving 

their worries and prayers to God! 
We also believe that truth and 

reconciliation are an integral part 
of rebuilding trust and faith within 
our church. This is our second 
year hosting an Anti-Racism Book 
Club on behalf of the Edmonton 

diocese. This program was so 
well received we now have 
two groups: a Foundations 
group that will meet four times 
throughout the year to begin 
learning how to be anti-racist, 
and the brand-new Building on 
Foundations group, which is 
deepening and expanding the 
practices they developed last 
year. This book club is hosted 
online and invites participation 
from anyone interested in 
reading and learning the stories 
of BIPOC individuals.

Good Shepherd endeavours 
to be a hub of safety, inclusion 
and support within our local 
community. We have many 
outreach programs and 
initiatives, from collecting 
school supplies for our 
nearby elementary school, to 
a new partnership with The 

Mustard Seed, which will allow 
us to support several families with 
pre-made frozen meals. Our parish 
is committed to strengthening 
the heartbeat of Castle Downs in 
Edmonton.

Parish seeks to be hub of safety, inclusion and support
MICHELLE YEE

Good Shepherd Anglican Church
Edmonton

The Ven. Jordan Haynie Ware, rector of Good Shepherd and Archdeacon for Social Justice and 
Community Connection, blesses students and their school supplies at annual backpack blessing.
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‘Rachael, I lived in a small 
town until I came to live 
here (a nursing home). 

It has been a long time since I saw 
an Anglican priest – not since they 
closed our church years ago.’  

With that brief sentence, a 
heavy truth is spoken. With small 
communities getting smaller and 
churches closing their doors, rural 
people do not have the same level 
of access to Church, if any, that our 
urban siblings do. The pandemic is 
bringing home the importance of 
in-person worship and face-to-face 
relationships as necessary to our 
psychological and spiritual health. 
But this is a truth our rural folk 
have known for a long time. What 
happens when the spiritual leaders 
pack up and leave? Where do the 
seekers go? Or do they simply 
disappear?

Our diocese has many urban/
suburban parishes within the city 
of Edmonton, and we read much 
about the initiatives available to city 
dwellers who are seeking to learn 
more about their faith. If you are 

a seeker, Edmonton 
is the place to be! 
But what of the rural 
counties, which are 
seeing more church 
closures or very-part-
time ministries?  

How do faithful 
Anglicans, who have 
climbed that old roof 
too many times to 
count, find a place to 
share their wisdom 
when the church 
can’t be maintained? 
Where do young 
people go when there 
is an accident in the community 
and there’s no local priest to sit 
down and talk to? Who buries the 
old codger everyone loved despite 
his grumpy ways, because he was a 
fixture in the community?

There is a different, wonderful, 
lifegiving way of being rural or 
small town, and that holds true for 
small-town Christianity as well. 
Small communities know their 
neighbours – sometimes too well! 

There is a sense of 
the community being 
family that can be 
hard to discern in 
urban centres. For 
many generations, the 
Church, or churches 
(think ecumenically) 
were the strength 
behind that familiarity. 
The churches 
hosted community 
gatherings; pulled 
grieving members 
into communal 
hugs after tragedy 
and loss; rang bells 

to announce worship, the start of 
a community event, the need for 
help. The churches were the center 
of the geography both literally and 
figuratively. And people always 
knew where to turn for… You name 
it, the Church could help with it.

These days it seems quite often 
the Church has locked its doors and 
moved on. Sure, there have been 
good reasons for these closures: lack 
of resources; lack of people; safety, 

etc.; but does a collapse of means 
indicate there is no longer a need for 
the Truth of the Gospel to be shared?

Anglicans have spent 
generations focussed on the 
importance of being the “Church” 
in a “church.” Just because there 
seems to be no more support for a 
building, doesn’t mean the need of 
ministry and outreach, teaching and 
the Gospel has dried up.

This pandemic has taught 
us all how to “pivot,” “adapt” 
and “improvise” – things rural 
communities have been doing for 
years. Maybe we need to take a new 
look at how those new skill-sets 
can be envisioned to serve our rural 
counties and small towns. 

I don’t have any answers, but I 
sure have a lot of prayers. And one 
of those is a prayer of thanksgiving 
for the resilience of our rural 
communities and the grace of the 
Gospel. When those two things 
meet, look out! There may just be 
an old-fashioned revival with brand 
new ways of being Church.

As I write this in 
late September, 
we are coming 

up on Canada’s first 
National Day for Truth 
and Reconciliation. This 
day arrived on the heels of 
the revelation of several 
hundred unmarked graves 
at former residential 
schools this past summer, 
and, it seems, we have 
more to reconcile ourselves 
with than many of us had 
previously imagined.

The national day 
of recognition on September 30 
honours the lost children and 
survivors of residential schools, their 
families, and communities. Public 
recognition of this tragedy and its 
on-going impacts is a vital part of the 
reconciliation process. What exactly 
does this process involve?  

To reconcile is to restore good 
relations, to cause to co-exist in 
harmony, or make or show to be 
compatible. The word is a verb; a 
word requiring action. 

PWRDF, the agency of our 
Canadian Anglican Church with the 
mandate of “working towards a truly 
just, healthy, and peaceful world,” 
has been supporting Indigenous 
programs across our country for 
25 years. We put “faith in action” 

by partnering 
financially with 
local Indigenous 
groups on 
community 
initiatives.

In our Diocese of Edmonton, 
PWRDF has supported the Rev. Lori 
Calkins in her support of expectant 
families as an Indigenous cultural 
birth support worker. Working with 
Indigenous Birth Alberta, she assists 
Indigenous families with various 
health and social service needs.

PWRDF has supported a 
variety of Indigenous organisations 
in Canada through projects 
that help reclaim culture and 
language, provide clean water, and 
provide youth economic initiative 
opportunities.

The new Indigenous 
Development Program invites 
Indigenous-led communities or 
organisations to apply for grants 
through the PWRDF Responsive 
Program in the amount of $5,000 
to $15,000, for programming that 
focusses on safe water, youth 
engagement, community health and/
or climate action. We encourage 
applications for new initiatives or 
pilot projects. 

You can find out more 
information on how you can help 
support these initiatives on our 
website at www.pwrdf.org, or 

through the annual 
World of Gifts 
catalogue which 
is an insert in the 
Anglican Journal 
this fall. The 
catalogue is also 
available on our 
website.

The World of 
Gifts provides a 
wonderful selection 
of PWRDF 
projects around 
the world that you 
can support. It is 
a great resource 
for finding the 
“perfect gift” for 
the person who 
has everything; 

enabling you to support our partners 
by funding items that they have 
identified as a need to support their 
programs.

You can purchase items from the 
World of Gifts securely on-line, any 
time of day. You can also view the 
catalogue on our website and order 
by mail or telephone.  

If you are interested in 
becoming a parish representative 
for PWRDF, please contact your 
rector or me, Dorothy Marshall, 
(diocesan representative) at pwrdf@
edmonton.anglican.ca .

Reconciliation part of PWRDF focus in Edmonton
Near and Far

DOROTHY MARSHALL
PWRDF Representative
Diocese of Edmonton

The Rev. RACHAEL PARKER
Rector, St. Thomas’ 

Wainwright and St. Mary’s 
Edgerton (WE)

Call to Prayer for Renewal in Resilient Rural Communities
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The community of Wetaskiwin, 
led by Immanuel Anglican 
Church and the Wetaskiwin 

& District Heritage Museum, came 
together on September 30, for the 
annual Orange Shirt Day walk to 
remember the children who were 
sent to residential schools; to 
remember those who died, and those 
who returned home with so many 
losses. This year’s walk came with 
extra solemnity as all in attendance 
held in their hearts the news of 
the unmarked graves revealed on 
residential school sites across the 
country. 

The walk, which was held on 
the inaugural National Day for Truth 
and Reconciliation, took us from 
the museum to the Peace Cairn. 
This cairn was built to honour the 
treaty made between the Siskikawa 
(Blackfoot) and Nehiyawak (Cree) 

peoples. Dr. Karen Aberle, executive 
director of the museum shared how 
the cairn was built. For the 60th 
Anniversary of Confederation, 
members of the community of 
Wetaskiwin who knew the story 
of the peace treaty decided to ask 

children to walk with them to the 
Peace Hills to collect the stones 
that make up the cairn. First Nation 
elders prayed over the land where the 
cairn was built. It is now a place of 
healing for all in the community. 

The Rev. Hugh Matheson, rector 
of Immanuel Anglican Church, 
prayed for the community gathered 
to remember the children who 
were taken and those who did not 
return to their homes. People in 
attendance found joy in the sound 
of children playing around the cairn. 
The community that gathers has 
grown each year and involves many 
generations. 

The Immanuel Reconciliation 
Team is already looking ahead to 
next year’s walk. 

Reconcili-Action

Wetaskiwin OSD walk an annual act of reconciliation
FIONA BROWNLEE

Aboriginal and Rural Churches 
Liaison 

Diocese of Edmonton 

Continued from front page.
Covey says the AWN also 

viewed the community film-
screening as an opportunity to learn 
and grow together.

“They were our honoured 
guests,” he says. “We brought them 
from Grande Cache to Jasper, hosted 
them in a local hotel, took them 
out to dinner and drove them to the 
screening in a vintage 1939 van 
donated by SunDog Tours.” 

On the afternoon of September 
30, children gathered around the 
church to watch and celebrate the 
raising of an orange flag imprinted 
with the words “Every Child 
Matters” up the flagpole atop the 
church tower.

In the evening, although it was 
overcast and cool, approximately 
150 people gathered with warm 
blankets and lawn chairs on the 
church lawn. “Right around 6:45 the 
clouds parted,” says Covey.

While offering opening remarks, 
an Indigenous community member 
suggested the screening of Resilient: 
The Aseniwuche Winewak Story is a 
land acknowledgment. 

“The coming together 
and collaboration of various 
stakeholders from the community 
to make this event happen was 
simply remarkable,” Sigrist says. 
“Throughout the evening and in 
conversations, the significance of 
relationships and “reconcili-action” 
really stood out.”

According to Sigrist the meaning 
and significance of what happened in 
his community on this first National 
Day for Truth and Reconciliation 
is “beautifully captured in the 
following story shared by an 
Indigenous Jasperite” (author asked 

to remain anonymous):
“Bird Woman flew to the top 

of the tower, a place she was often 
alone in her true and easy form, 
as a crow. There she saw two men, 
carrying large thick ribbons. One 
of these ribbons looked familiar - 
she had seen it before in that place. 
She read its story to be sure: yes, 
same story, the story that calls 
many old and some young people 
to that building on a rhythm she 

didn’t completely understand but 
knew to be predictable. The second 
ribbon was brightly coloured. She 
recognised feathers drawn onto 
it, feathers just like her own. She 
was surprised to see these two men 
and the colours - for a moment 
she considered taking the form of 
a hawk, ready to attack, or of a 
sparrow, blending in and hiding in 
non-threatening gentleness, noticed 
and found beautiful usually only by 
children and the people who have 
become so old that they are children 
again. But she decided to keep her 
crow form - perhaps she had no 
more energy to shift or perhaps she 
found courage to stay; no one but 
the Creator knows this. Bird woman 
circled in the sky as a group of small 
children came, and she was joined 
in short order, high above, by other 
crow people, who circled together 

and watched. They watched as the 
children sang and howled, like 
Makoyi the wolf - and they watched 
as the two ribbons were lifted 
toward the sky. This was new; these 
ribbons told a new story, added a 
new chapter to the old story.  Even 
the ribbon that told the old story 
was new and had been healed - it 
had been tattered and faded - and 
frankly, she thought, quite ugly - for 
a long time. As the children danced 
and played, as the adults worked 
their busy work with equipment and 
talk, as day turned to night, as the 
children left and the adults came, as 
lights and words and music filled the 
space, as the night became empty, as 
the light arrived again, all this time 
she watched the ribbons fly together. 
A new story was being told. She 
didn’t know what the story was yet, 
but she knew it was good. 

The next time she was on the 
tower, alone, she noticed the tobacco 
and heard its prayers. She would 
carry the prayers to the Creator. She 
was alone there in that tower still, in 
one way of perception, perhaps - but 
also, for one of the first times she 
had been there on that tower in her 
real, easy and free crow form, she 
was not alone.”

“God is on a mission bringing 
people together to work towards the 
day when and where all of creation 
can flourish,” says Sigrist. “May 
we have open hearts and minds to 
discern what the Spirit is doing, so 
that we may faithfully partner with 
what the divine is doing with, in, and 
around us.”

You can watch Resilient: The 
Aseniwuche Winewak Story on 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=L3WxIqlIRQU

Indigenous history of Jasper screened on church tower, cont.

The number of participants in the Orange Shirt Day walk continues to grow each year.

The north facing turret of the Edith Cavell 
Memorial Tower on St. Mary’s and St. 
George’s Anglican Church in Jasper was 
used to screen Resilient: The Aseniwuche 
Winewak Story.               Photos: Matt Quiring
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On the morning of 
September 18, only a few 
hours before his consecration 
as the 11th Bishop of 
Edmonton, the (then) Rev. 
Steve London was called 
outside his home by the sound 
of singing. 

The singers were members 
of the Edmonton chapter 
of Cursillo, enacting what’s 
called a mañanita. In Spanish, 
it simply means “morning,” 
but the Cursillo tradition is 
to surprise the unsuspecting 

recipient with joyful singing 
as they start their day. London 
would be familiar with the 
practice, having attended a 
Cursillo weekend in 2019.

Janie Seguin, 
Communications Chair 
for Edmonton Cursillo, 
says, “The singing, cards 
of encouragement and a 
bouquet of carnations made 
for a pleasant wake-up call 
for one of our most recent 
Cursillistas.”

I read The Invention of 
Wings, by Sue Monk 
Kidd, as a very fine 

novel about two sisters, 
Sarah and Angelina Grimke, 
and Sarah’s personal slave 
Hetty. This story of the trials 
and difficulties of Hetty, her 
difficult and challenging life 
and that of her mother, is 
similar to many of the books 
St. Thomas’ book club has 
read about slavery before the 
civil war. Less common was 
the plot based on the lives 
of heroines like Sarah and 
Angelina. Upon completing 
this novel, I read the author’s 
notes, and, in fact, these 
women lived and breathed in 
Charleston, North Carolina 

in the early 1800s. This was 
a historical novel. 

The author became 
acquainted with Sarah 
and Angelina Grimke as 
part of an exhibit by Judy 
Chicago called The Dinner 
Party, commemorating the 
achievements of women 

in Western Civilization. 
For Sue Monk Kidd, the 
most astonishing revelation 
was not only had she not 
heard of these two women, 
but that she, at that time, 
was living in Charleston, 
North Carolina and, even 
so, had not heard of them. 
The achievements of these 
women and the materials 
they published were not 
known, their contributions 
not discussed. It was like 
they were lost from history. 

These women were 
not only abolitionists who 
moved north and became 
estranged from their family 
but they were also major 
American feminist thinkers. 

This book was one of 
the few books St. Thomas’ 
book club has been in 

agreement about. We all 
loved it. I have shared the 
book with others, insisting it 
be returned. I believe books 
should be shared and often 
give them away. It astounds 
me that women from a 
family that owned slaves 
would speak out against 
slavery and advocate for 
equality for all people. Many 
abolitionists were opposed to 
equality, their goal was the 
elimination of slavery. 

Sarah and Angelina left 
the south, became Quakers, 
and advocated for women’s 
rights. However, Sarah’s 
feminist writings, and the 
fact Angelina married a 
non-Quaker, resulted in 
their eventual estrangement 
from the Quakers, as well as 
the people and things they 

loved.
It is never easy to step 

outside of family and friends 
to take positions of justice, 
but these women chose 
a path less travelled. In 
courageous and prophetic 
voices, they spoke up for 
fellow humans who were 
suffering. 

I started this review as I 
also began reading Wrestling 
with God, by Ronald 
Rolheiser. I was startled and 
warmed to see Rolheiser 
speaking about Sarah 
Grimke and The Invention 
of Wings; he spoke of the 
paths Sarah chose over other 
paths like motherhood, and 
marriage. And that we are all 
faced with difficult choices, 
but know God travels these 
paths with us. 

Inspiration

Two historic heroines inspire The Invention of Wings
MARION BULMER

St. Thomas’, Sherwood Park

Tuneful Greeting on a 
Joyous Morning

St. John the Evangelist in Edmonton was one of several parishes that held “Backpack Blessings” 
in the week before students went back to school. Families who hadn’t been able to visit with one 
another during the pandemic enjoyed an afternoon in the sun on St. John’s patio doing crafts (each 
family had their own table to work at), hearing a short reflection on the parable of the farmer who 
planted a mustard seed in a field (Matthew 13:31, 32), receiving the blessing of the backpacks, and 
munching tasty, homemade, individually wrapped cookies.

St. John’s rector, the Ven. Richard King says it was a great afternoon. “We wanted to bless 
the families and the children as they return to school amidst stressful circumstances. It was good 
to be able to use our patio in a way that allowed everyone to gather safely. And the cookies were 
fantastic!”

The event was so popular, St. John’s continued to hold similar outdoor events through 
September and October, as long as the weather and pandemic restrictions permitted.

Backpack Blessings at St. John’s

Photos by Evelyn Just

Photo by David Holehouse


