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Priests Launch Podcast as Safe Space to Talk 
Accessible Worship

You will never hear the Rev. 
Robyn King instruct a 
congregation she is leading 

in worship to “sit, stand or kneel.” 
In the Anglican/Episcopal 

sphere, “that’s a fairly radical 
approach to space and communal 
actions, and I’m still afraid it’s 
going to get me into trouble,” Robyn 
tells the Rev. Stephanie Shockley 
in the first episode of their aptly 
titled The Accessible Altar podcast. 
“Instead, I say to people, ‘do what 
makes you comfortable and helps 
you worship. If that means you are 
doing something different than your 
neighbour, please don’t worry.’” 
(It is becoming more common for 

church leaders to say, ‘stand, sit or 
kneel as you are able.’)

For people living with a 
disability, liturgical customs and 
practices able-bodied people seldom 
give a second thought, such as 
standing for hymns, kneeling to 
receive communion, or sometimes 
the act of going to church can 
be uncomfortable, painful or not 
possible. 

On their monthly podcast, 
co-hosts Robyn and Stephanie, 
Anglican/Episcopal priests who met 
at General Theological Seminary 
in New York City, discuss ableism 
and accessibility in the church with 
candour and often humour.

“I don’t think it’s a surprise 
to anyone that the church doesn’t 
always deal with issues such as 

accessibility well,” says Robyn. “If 
it did, we wouldn’t need to have a 
podcast about it.” 

If Robyn, rector of St. Paul’s 
Anglican Church in Leduc, 
and Stephanie, who leads an 
Episcopal parish in New Jersey, 
seem particularly sensitized to 
the challenges of people with 
disabilities, it is because they are.

In Episode 1, Robyn, who grew 
up in Montana, shares her family’s 
traumatic experience of Robyn’s 
mother’s diagnosis of brain cancer 
when Robyn was 9. After her first 
year of university while in the 
discernment process in the church 
Robyn, age 19, had the first of three 
surgeries to remove non-cancerous 
growths on her pituitary gland at the 
base of her brain.

“I was trying to figure out 
how all that was going on in my 
life worked with all the beautiful 
theologies and liturgies I was 
studying and experiencing,” she 
says. “Seminary was very formative 
in a lot of different ways. But, at least 
in my training, we didn’t have a lot 
of conversations about what it is to 
preach on the healing miracles. What 
do we do with the Old Testament 
laws? How do we talk about this in 
a world where one in four or five 
people are technically disabled even 
if that’s not their identity? So they 
have some experience of having a 
need that society prefers to ignore.”

When faced with the difficult 
decision of having brain surgery 
on the anniversary of her mother’s 
death or during Spring Break of 
her senior year of seminary, Robyn 
chose the latter. When attending 
Maundy Thursday worship (one 
of her favourite services), she 
was dismayed to discover all the 
foot-washing stations were only 
accessible by stairs.

“That was hard,” she says. “It 
was my introduction to the concept 
that church is literally inaccessible 
sometimes.” 

Robyn’s experience with 
pain and suffering has shaped 
her ministry. “I’m probably more 
comfortable saying, “look, there are 
questions we don’t have answers to, 
but here’s what I believe. Sometimes 
things are terrible and, I believe, 
God is with you in that. I believe 
God is the ultimate creative and 
wastes nothing which includes our 
pain, suffering and misery. But 
God doesn’t create any of that. God 
responds to that creatively with love 
and generosity. That’s not easy for 
me to believe every day, but it fits 
with the God I see in Scripture."

Continued on page 4.

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Spatuletail/Shutterstock
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"Churches serve enormous purpose" - new chancellor

If you are not familiar with the 
Anglican Diocese of Edmonton’s 
new chancellor, it could be 

because Ms. Lois MacLean, Q.C. 
prefers to use her gifts behind the 
scenes.

In fact, MacLean, who was 
appointed as diocesan chancellor 
in January 2022, has been a calm, 
steadfast presence in the diocese 
since the mid-1980s when she 
joined the parish of Christ Church in 
Edmonton.

Raised in the parish of St. 
Andrew’s, Camrose, east of 
Edmonton, MacLean began regularly 
attending Christ Church shortly after 
university.

“Then-rector John Privett (later 
elected a bishop and metropolitan of 
BC and Yukon) strongly encouraged 
lay leadership and he had a 
wonderful talent for encouraging 
people to become involved in 
parish life,” says MacLean. An 
avid gardener, she joined the parish 
memorial garden committee, and 
when she and her husband, Richard 
Rand, became parents of a son and a 
daughter, she began volunteering in 
the church nursery. In time, she was 
invited to join vestry serving as an 
associate warden, people’s warden 
and rector’s warden in successive 
years. 

MacLean, who is currently 
practicing law with Rand & 
Company LLP, began volunteering 
at the diocesan level when Bishop 
Victoria Matthews noted her 

regulatory experience as the first 
Complaints Officer for the Law 
Society of Alberta in Edmonton. 
MacLean was asked to chair the 
Diocesan Advisory Response Team 
(DART). 

Subsequently, MacLean 
supported Bishop Jane Alexander 
in her “remarkable” social justice 
ministry, developing a “deep 
admiration for her and her work with 
End Poverty Edmonton.” In 2014, 
MacLean was appointed as vice-
chancellor of the Edmonton diocese, 
working closely with then-chancellor 
Ken Holmstrom, also a “diligent 
supporter” of Bishop Jane, whom 
she says, “could be relied on for 
thoughtful, practical solutions.” 

As chancellor, MacLean serves 
as legal advisor to the bishop and 
executive council. 

“We have a new leader, with new 
ideas, and I have absolute confidence 

in Bishop Stephen London’s 
leadership and vision,” she says.

Though MacLean is also new to 
her role as chancellor, for more than 
20 years she practiced law alongside 
former diocesan chancellor, currently 
national chancellor Canon (lay) 
David Jones, Q.C. and Ms. Anne de 
Villars, Q.C. at the firm of de Villars 
Jones LLP.

“David’s wisdom and breadth of 
knowledge are extraordinary,” says 
MacLean. “He lives and breathes the 
church.” 

“Churches have their challenges 
at the best of times,” she adds. “Let 
alone when you add in declining 
attendance and now COVID. It 
hasn’t been an easy process for 
people or for parishes, but we know 
we will get through this.”

Actively involved in both her 
parish and the Edmonton diocese. 
MacLean has been present for 
many services of ordination and 
consecration, and diocesan synods. 
In supporting the diocese to uphold 
the Five Marks of Mission and to 
Proclaim the Gospel, Make Disciples 
and Further the Kingdom, she has 
served on both the stewardship 
and administration and finance 
committees. As a lawyer who 
specialises in wills and estate 
planning, she has also led workshops 
on planned giving for the diocese. 

A priority for MacLean is also 
the support of clergy who at times 
face hardship. With Bill Shores, 
she co-chairs the Bishop’s Fund 
Committee, which is tasked with 
raising funds for the Bishop’s 
Discretionary Fund to help clergy in 

the Dioceses of Edmonton and the 
Arctic.

While MacLean’s commitment 
to her faith community is exemplary, 
she insists: “I get back way more 
than I put in. It’s enriching. Church 
provides amazing support and meets 
a need that human beings have. For 
me, it’s a chance to think about who 
and what we are. I would encourage 
anyone who is thinking about 
becoming more involved in their 
church to do so.”

For the time being, she 
remains committed to helping the 
Edmonton diocese weather the 
storm of uncertainty brought on by 
the COVID-19 pandemic by using 
her experience and expertise to 
help church leaders anticipate and 
respond to challenges. 

When she finds time to relax, 
MacLean heads outdoors to her 
cabin on Lake Wabamun. She enjoys 
unwinding with Richard and their 
Golden Retriever Toby, and playing 
the occasional round of golf “really 
badly,” she muses. She also looks 
forward to being able to see her 
children and grandchildren when 
travelling is not restricted.

“It’s been hard not seeing my 
grandsons (ages three and one-and-
a-half) more often,” she says. “They 
are so ridiculously cute.” 

MacLean’s dream for her 
church and the Edmonton diocese 
is that “we continue to move 
beyond our comfortable pews and 
remain committed to social justice. 
Churches serve an enormous purpose 
as community hubs and are relevant 
to society and the world.” 

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Collaborative ministry to strengthen faith communities

Lois MacLean, Q.C. in her downtown 
Edmonton law office.

The Ven. Travis Enright is 
certain communities grow 
stronger when people of faith 

are empowered to use their gifts to 
live the Gospel together.

Recently, Enright, Indigenous 
Ministries’ Archdeacon for the 
Edmonton diocese, accepted a call 
to lead the Edmonton parish of St. 
Mary’s. This would not be unusual if 
Enright were not already rector of St. 
Faith’s. 

The two Edmonton parishes 
are within a 10-minute drive from 
one another, and each parish serves 
a diverse population. St. Faith’s is 
in the heart of the eclectic Alberta 
Avenue district, home to many 
creatives, as well as a transient 
population. St. Mary’s bridges 

the historic 
Highlands, an 
emerging arts hub, 
and the Beverly 
neighbourhood 
which is home to 
many immigrant 
families from all 
over the world who 
are beginning life 
anew in Canada.

Enright says 
the churches 
will continue to 
be community 
spiritual centers. 
He will lead Sunday services at 
both parishes, alternating with other 
clergy members at St. Faith’s, and 
lay leaders at St. Mary’s.

St. Faith’s and St. Mary’s will 
collaborate and pool their resources 
to share the love of Jesus with 

an even wider 
community circle. 

The need 
for the support 
provided by 
PrayerWorks 
ministries at 
St. Faith’s 
intensified during 
the COVID-19 
pandemic. In 
addition to 
providing three 
community meals 
every week, 
PrayerWorks also 

recently launched the Lodgepole 
Market which is intended to be “a 
self-sustaining marketplace where 
local merchants and consumers can 
come together to create a mutually 
beneficial economy.”

St. Mary’s is “a hidden 

community hub,” says Enright. The 
parish currently distributes food 
hampers for Edmonton’s Food Bank 
and houses a daycare. But the church 
building has several usable spaces, 
including upper and lower halls.

One of the most impactful 
ministries of St. Faith’s, where new 
voices find a safe space for creative 
expression and reflection is Bleeding 
Heart. Bleeding Heart has not had 
a physical gallery since its lease 
expired in 2020. But the monthly 
service continues, and during the 
pandemic featured artists were 
invited to take over Bleeding Heart’s 
social media accounts to share their 
stories and art with the community. 
Soon, the Bleeding Heart gallery will 
re-open at St. Mary’s. 

 
Continued on page 4.

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Travis Enright
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Last year, I published four 
videos on the Diocese 
of Athabasca's YouTube 

channel. They were titled: “If 
someone asks you about Lent, tell 
them about Prayer / Fasting / Giving 
/ Easter.” (I just checked, they’re 
still there.) The first three videos go 
into some detail regarding specific 
Lenten disciplines, and the last one 
explores the reason why we observe 
Lent.

So, why is there a Lent? I 
suggest a parable:

The man leaned over his desk, adding up 
how much he had gained from each financial 
transaction; how much he owed. Where he had 
been cheated and where he had cheated; who owed 
what to whom. Down to the smallest amount, 
no gain or offense too trivial! He checked over 
his calculations again and again. Finally, feeling 
confident he was giving an accurate, truthful 
rendition of all his activities, he put the documents 
into an envelope and mailed them away to the 
Canada Revenue Agency.

Just like taxes, Lent is a time of accounting. 
It is a time to look over our past year and discuss 
with God all the inter-personal transactions we 
have had. Where we have cheated and where we 
felt cheated. Where we felt we owed someone 

and where we felt short-changed. 
How we can do better and where 
there might be some restitution we 
could offer. Committing to do better 
as would be healthy and helpful; 
releasing it all to God.

God doesn’t need us to do 
this, we need it. Way back in the 
beginning of the bible, when God 
was making his covenant with 
Abram (becoming Abraham), 
Abram’s part (our part) was to 
“live in God’s presence and be 

blameless.” (Genesis 17:1-2) After Jesus healed 
a man, Jesus told him, “Look, you have become 
well. Don’t sin anymore, lest anything worse 
happen to you.” (John 5:14) After saving a woman 
caught in adultery from being executed, Jesus said 
to her, “I do not condemn you either. Go, and from 
now on do not sin anymore.” (John 8:11)

God expects us, even commands us, as 
baptised followers of Christ, to walk with Him 
(live in His presence) and be holy (blameless / 
sinless). We all fail at this, sooner or later. We tell 
a lie. We take something we shouldn’t. We cast 
aspersions on another. We feel insecure, forgetting 
that we are with God, and lash out against another. 
We do something destructive against ourselves 
and, therefore, desecrate God’s image. We forget 
we are with God and that we represent God.  

For our own health, it is important to “keep 
short accounts.” As soon as we realise we have 
strayed from the path of holiness, we examine 
what we did and get back on that path. Come 
to God and be forgiven. Forgive ourselves and 
forgive others. And do not repeat the behaviour. 
The bible makes it very clear: we do not have 
to live entrapped in sin (straying from being 
blameless in God’s eyes) for we are freed from 
it by Christ. So, we must embrace that freedom, 
then stay on the holy path, even if at times it seems 
extremely difficult.

God sees you as He created you to be: His 
image, His representative. He sees you clothed 
in His love. He sees you as in His family, 
through Christ. By the love of Christ filling you, 
surrounding you, guiding you, He sees you as 
redeemed and holy. He sees you in your true 
identity; what He created you to be. Lent, and any 
other time we reflect on what we’ve done and then 
strive our best to walk His holy path, is a time for 
us to claim that true identity and reassert its truth 
over us. You are His image. You are His child. You 
represent Him to the world. With the Church as a 
whole, you are Image of Christ, People of God. 
Strive to walk the ways of Christ. You are loved. 
Have a blessed Lent.

+David

Bishops’ Corner

www.edmonton.anglican.ca/
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Bishop DAVID GREENWOOD
Diocese of Athabasca

Lent is a reminder to check that we're still on the path

In 2005, Stephanie and I had 
the opportunity of a lifetime 
to go on pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land. Three fellow priests of 
the diocese had organised it, and 
we jumped at the chance to walk 
through biblical history. It was a 
whirlwind trip to Egypt and the 
place of the Exodus, to Mt. Sinai 
and the place God gave the law, 
to Galilee where Jesus ministered, 
and to Jerusalem, the place of 
Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection. 

The trip was transformative 
in two different ways. First, because it touched 
the incarnational. Biblical faith is physical and 
historical, and there is something stirring and 
grounding to be in the places where the events 
happened. It is a way of connecting to faith that is 
deeply moving. The trip was transformative in a 
second way because all pilgrimages are more than 
just journeying to a spot and praying. Pilgrimage 
in general teaches something essential about living 

the life of faith when back at home. 
Pilgrimage teaches a truth and 

a rhythm. While we go to find God 
abroad, we ultimately also learn 
how to find God at home. This is 
paradoxical but true. Sometimes 
we must go away to find that what 
we have been looking for has been 
here the whole time. Pilgrimage also 
teaches a rhythm of life because 
it is an interesting combination 
of movement and contemplative 
practice. On the one hand, one is 
constantly moving on a pilgrimage. 

In the Holy Land, we traveled daily from place 
to place. The traveling, often by walking, is part 
of the experience. Pilgrimage teaches the bodily 
wisdom that movement doesn’t always have to 
be the frenetic action marked by the stress and 
demands of life. Pilgrim movement comes with 
a purpose and intentionality that is centering and 
meditative. It is prayerful because it is formative. 
We realise with our whole selves that, while we 

are on the way to a place to pray and meet God, we 
are already finding God in our walking. But more 
than that, we already find God in our shopping, 
our buying tickets, doing the chores, resting and 
everything in between. The great learning of 
pilgrimage is that every action – even the most 
mundane – can be holy. Pilgrimage ultimately 
teaches us a mysticism of the everyday. 

Even beyond that, pilgrimage gives us 
a metaphor for our entire lives as a church 
community. While we can get caught up in the 
details of “running a church,” we need to keep in 
mind that the whole church is going somewhere: 
into the Kingdom of God that Jesus proclaimed. 
Every generation gains new insight into the 
Gospel message. The church is a movement 
more than an institution. It is the Jesus movement 
through centuries, living and proclaiming God’s 
message of grace, mercy and love. Remember this 
foundational truth as you move through your life 
today.

Blessings, 
+Stephen

Pilgrimage teaches metaphor, mystery and movement

Bishop STEPHEN LONDON
Diocese of Edmonton

Caricature of Bishop Greenwood created by Alex Blasius 
and used at the Bishop's request.
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Roots of Anglican identity, part 2: ongoing reformation

To pick up 
where I left 
this last time, 

I wrote: “liturgical 
worship and missional 
discipleship can go 
hand in hand. One 
resources and informs 
the other. We must 
use liturgy, not as 
an end itself, but to 
remind us of God’s 
grace and the purpose 
God has for us, his 
Church.”

I want to move on 
from this to what that 
purpose is that God has for us, his 
Church. Firstly though, let's anchor 
that purpose in our Anglican history. 

When the early reformers created 
what was to become the Anglican 
Church, they were not setting out 
to start a new church or a new 
denomination. In fact, I think we 
can see enough in all that Thomas 
Cranmer (Archbishop of Canterbury 
at the time of the Reformation) 
wrote to know that he would be 
horrified to see how the Reformation 
eventually led to a proliferation of 
denominations and diversion. The 
reformers thought they were doing 
exactly that: reforming the Church, 
and by ‘Church,’ they meant the 
Church in its entirety. If you think 

the intentions of 
the reformers are 
now irrelevant, 
then remember 
that Cranmer’s 39 
Articles has never 
been rescinded 
as the doctrinal 
statement of the 
Church of England 
or the Anglican 
Church of Canada, 
and if your church 

family uses the Book 
of Common Prayer 
at all, you are largely 
using Cranmer’s 

words from his service book of 1552.
Cranmer and the other reformers, 

in the UK and across Europe, were 
seeking to move away from a period 
of time that, in some regards, was 
similar to our own. The Church had 
become very clericalised, the laity 
were disempowered. They were 
also concerned that what passed 
for discipleship had become so 
ingrained into religious practice that 
superstition had crept in. Cranmer 
wrote: “What the heart loves, the will 
chooses, and the mind justifies.” The 
Reformation was an attempt to take 
a step back and reassess the state of 
the Church and realign it, reform 
it, bring it back in line with God’s 
purposes for it. This process is not 

easy, as Cranmer’s wise statement 
insightfully reveals. It was not easy 
to reform the Church, for peoples’ 
hearts become attached to that which 
is not necessarily what God had in 
mind for us. And once that happens, 
it's amazing how we can justify to 
ourselves continuing what has long 
since stopped being life-giving, to 
the Church itself or the community 
God sends us to serve. 

Bishop Steve London, in his 
sermon from January 30 (still 
available on the diocesan website) 
also referred to the importance of 

remembering our history. He said, 
“We are currently at a crossroads. 
But this is not the first crossroads 
that the Church of Christ has come 
to. We have done this again and 
again over centuries. And as we have 
arrived at crossroads we have always 
come back to the center and revisited 
the question, ‘who are we in Jesus 
Christ?’”

Cranmer, and the other 
reformers, are just one example 
of a regularly recurring process 
that has taken place since Christ 
ascended and the Holy Spirit came 
at Pentecost, namely the regular and 
ongoing reforming of the Church, 
so it is continually refreshed, 
reformed, and re-orientated to the 
ever-changing cultures in which it 
finds itself; cultures from which it is 
called and to which it is sent. 

Although our context constantly 
changes, neither the purpose of the 
Church nor its message ever does. 
In every age, God calls the Church 
to be God’s missional agents in the 
world. Or to put it another way, to 
live out the Gospel; the Good News 
of Christ which is both our purpose 
and message.

Until next time...  
with prayers for every blessing as 
you seek to follow Jesus,  

Richard

Missional Discipleship

The Ven. RICHARD KING
Archdeacon for 

Mission and Discipleship
Diocese of Edmonton

Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury 
from 1533 to 1556.

Continued from Front Page

“I’m also more sensitive to 
people who find the way we’ve been 
doing church isn’t working. And 
I’m more willing to say, ‘if this isn’t 
working, we’ll do it differently.’” 

While engaging with the 
disability Twitter community 
(an underrated resource with a 
lot of energy and information 
as far as Robyn and Stephanie 
are concerned), Robyn, AKA @
theologybird, realized that “people 
are not always aware that the barriers 
or inaccessibility they encounter 
are part of a larger, systemic 
inability to grapple with ableism 
and inaccessibility. None of us 
are alone in struggling with trying 
to be faithful in community with 
accessibility issues. Beloved children 
of God come in a range of bodies 
that work in a range of ways.”

In Episode 2, Stephanie who has 
a form of albinism and is visually 
impaired, says witnessing people’s 
attitudes toward elderly people and 
people deemed vulnerable at the start 

of the COVID-19 pandemic was a 
major factor in her decision, in early 
2020, to accept Robyn’s invitation to 
partner with her on the podcast. 

“It highlighted for me the sense 
I had there’s so much entrenched 
ableism in our society, and there 
are so many ideas about some 
people being essential and others 
disposable,” she said.  “The reality is 
that we, as a society in general and 
as faith communities in particular, 
have not done work on disability 
justice…I’ve been aware of these 
issues in a greater or lesser extent my 
whole life, but I was seeing them laid 

bare and I thought, ‘maybe it’s time 
to talk about them.’”

Spending hours over an open 
Zoom channel between Alberta and 
New Jersey, the priests hashed out 
a title for their podcast that they are 
particularly thrilled with because it 
both conveys meaning and employs 
the literary device of alliteration.

“For liturgical Christians, the 
altar is often a core symbol of what 
it means to be the body of Christ 
in worship together,” says Robyn. 
“We chose The Accessible Altar 
in recognition that the altar is not 
usually fully accessible to everyone. 

By inviting conversation, Robyn and 
Stephanie “hope to reshape ableist 
theology and make more altars more 
accessible.”

Ultimately, they are creating a 
safe and accessible space for people 
who are disabled to know they are 
not alone: “there are lots of us out 
here,” says Robyn, “we just don’t 
tend to talk about this.”

The Accessible Altar is produced 
entirely “in-house,” with Robyn 
editing the audio and Stephanie 
doing the transcription. The podcast's 
social media and website graphics 
were designed by the Rev. Stephanie 
London, rector of St. Columba in 
Beaumont. Music was composed by 
Nathan Leigh.

Next up, The Accessible Altar 
will delve into the “fascinating” 
parallel between the AIDS and 
COVID pandemics. “Our list of 
people we’d like to talk with and 
topics we’d like to touch on is more 
than a page long,” says Robyn. 

You can listen to episodes at 
theaccessiblealtar.com and on 
Apple and Spotify. 

Priests launch podcast as safe space to talk accessible worship cont.

From left: Robyn King and Stephanie Shockley, hosts of The Accessible Altar.
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For access to online services, 
both mid-week and on Sunday, 
please visit the diocesan 
website at www.athdio.ca or 
one of the following parish 
websites: 

• www.stjamespr.org
• www.christchurchanglicangp.org 
• www.sttom.ca
• www.allsaintsanglican.ca
• www.parishnorthernlights.org 

 

Or, search Facebook.com for: 

• The Diocese of Athabasca
• St. James Cathedral
• St. Mark’s High Prairie
• St. Thomas Fort McMurray
• Christ Church Grande Prairie
• St. Anne’s Church Valleyview
• All Saints Church Fort McMurray
• St. Peters Church Slave Lake
• Anglican Church of Athabasca
• St. Helen’s Anglican Church
• St. Bartholomew’s Anglican Church

Athabasca Diocese Virtual Worship  
Resources and Opportunities

Anglican Church Women find fellowship in Fort Mac

The ACW in Fort McMurray joined in fellowship for an afternoon of Christmas celebration. The evening included a potluck, gift exchange and game night. The fun and 
Christmas spirit were shared by all! Pictured above right: Andrianne Dzura, Peace Kingsley Eze, her son Bryan, and June Mootoo-Reece pose for a special photo.

Submitted by Abbey Molter, ACW Chairperson at All Saints' Anglican Church, Fort McMurray

The Anglican Foundation of 
Canada (AFC) is stepping 
up its commitment to young 

people across Canada with an 
even more ambitious plan to fund 
ministry and outreach to children, 
youth, and young adults this year. 

At its November meeting, 
the AFC Board approved a 
campaign plan for Say Yes! to 
Kids 2022, setting a $500,000 
goal and introducing an innovative 
partnership model of fundraising. 
“Our hope is that this campaign 
will be both empowering and 
energizing,” says Dr. Scott 
Brubacher, Executive Director, 

“enabling our churches to harness 
the power of peer-to-peer (P2P) 
fundraising to grow sustainable 
revenue streams for youth programs, 
while connecting them with other 
churches across Canada, as well as 
diocesan and national ministries, 
that are growing a brighter future for 
young people, today.”

Brubacher says the 2021 
campaign and Request for Proposals 
(RFPs)—where 79 projects 
received a total of $470,000 in 
funding—was a valuable learning 
experience for AFC. “Grant 
recipients demonstrated a stunning 
combination of compassion and 
creative thinking. They also showed 
us the depth of relationships that 

exist between churches and their 
communities.” 

Brubacher says Say Yes! to 
Kids will help to provide the 
resources needed to strengthen these 
connections and partnerships so the 
church can “continue to be a catalyst 
for re-engaging with children and 
families in a time of pandemic 
recovery.”

Michelle Hauser, AFC’s 
Development and Communications 
Consultant says, “Any Anglican 
parish in Canada with a vision for 
outreach to young people is eligible 
to apply to form a fundraising team 
and campaign alongside like-minded 
parishes nationwide from April 1 
to June 30.” Hauser says teams will 

be able to set their own fundraising 
goals and will receive support with 
communications, case development, 
and training from AFC throughout 
the campaign. “Teams will also 
benefit from an AFC-led leadership 
giving campaign that will boost their 
efforts, including matching gifts.” 

Those who wish to learn more 
about Say Yes! to Kids should 
visit anglicanfoundation.org/
say-yes-to-kids to register for an 
upcoming webinar and download 
AFC’s campaign FAQs sheet. “I also 
encourage anyone who has questions 
to reach out to me directly,” says 
Hauser, who can be reached at 
mhauser@anglicanfoundation.
org.

Anglican Foundation of Canada says, "Yes!" to kids - again
MICHELLE HAUSER

Anglican Foundation of Canada
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Christians and Muslims gather online in anti-racist solidarity

The recognition of Black 
History Month and World 
Interfaith Harmony Week 

proved an opportune time for 
Christians from the Anglican 
Diocese of Edmonton and Sunni 
Muslims from The Green Room 
to come together with interested 
community members in interfaith 
anti-racist solidarity by addressing 
the impacts of anti-Black racism on 
faith communities.

Led by the Ven. Jordan Haynie 
Ware, Archdeacon for Social Justice 
and Community Connection for 
the Edmonton diocese and Ibrahim 
Long, Muslim Chaplain at the 
University of Alberta, organisers 
hosted a virtual conference, which 
they called Faith Spaces | Safe 
Spaces. It was held on February 
5, a day proclaimed by Edmonton 
Mayor Amarjeet Sohi as “Anti-Black 
Racism Day," declaring: “racism 
and acts of hatred have no place in 
Edmonton which is home to many 
diverse faith groups who contribute 
to our city through their common 
values of compassion, solidarity and 
respect.”

“It’s not unfamiliar to experience 
racism and anti-Muslim hate, but 
there is something that has felt 
unrelenting about the past year and 
a half,” said Faith Spaces | Safe 
Spaces host Timiro Mohamed, Youth 
Initiatives Manager for The Green 
Room, a youth program supported 
by The Islamic Family and Social 
Services Association (IFSSA). “In 
early 2020 George Floyd’s murder 
sparked the awakening of many new 
allies to the reality of racism that we 
had already been living with. Black 
community members deserve to 
experience safety and belonging in 
our places of worship; unfortunately, 
this is not always our reality.” 

Haynie Ware, rector of Good 
Shepherd, Edmonton and Long, 
Outreach Iman at Al Rashid Mosque, 
said, anti-Black racism is pervasive 
“even in religious spaces that should 
know better.” Yet, she also noted, 
God's call to us to be inclusive 
communities is written in Christian 
and Islamic holy texts. 

“Our respective scriptures teach 
that God is anti-racist, that God 
created all human beings on the earth 
of every race and nation and loves 
us all. It only makes sense for us to 
work together to end the anti-Black 
racism we see in our community,” 
she said.

The workshop offered on the 

Zoom videoconferencing platform, 
featured scripture readings from the 
Holy Bible and Qu’ran. 

The Rev. Akon Lual Akon, rector 
of St. Mark-Jieng parish, a Dinka-
speaking community of Christians 
from the southern Sudan who 
worship at All Saints’ Cathedral, read 
from the book of Acts (10:24-38): 

Simon Peter’s visit to the Gentiles. 
“For all of us, no matter your 

skin colour or nationality, it doesn’t 
matter in the presence of the Lord,” 
said Akon. “God created us all equal. 
We must not let our personal beliefs 
segregate us.” Instead, “we should 
look at the differences we have as 
our strengths. We are true people of 

God when we come together in love 
and respect for one another as one 
community, as one society for the 
common good of all human beings.” 

Ustadh Long shared in Arabic 
and English, selections from the 
49th and 30th chapters (Suras) of 
the Qur’an (30:22; 49:13), and two 
sayings (hadiths) of the Prophet 
Muhammad: ‘There is no superiority 
for an Arab over a non-Arab, nor for 
a non-Arab over an Arab. Neither is 
the White superior over the Black, 
nor is the Black superior over the 
White except in reverence for God. 
God does not look to your faces and 
your wealth. Rather, God looks to 
your hearts and to your deeds.’ 

“Just as racism exists in our 
society it, unfortunately, at times 
exists within our faith centers,” said 
Ustadh Khalid Yassin, an Islamic 
Studies teacher at the Edmonton 
Islamic Academy. “There is no 
denying that racist sentiment is 
rampant among many faith groups 
including Muslims. “Yet, racism 
goes against the very fundamentals 
of creation. Reflecting on chapter 
30 of the Qur’an, Yassin said, 
“diversity of language and colour 
is a sign of God. If you choose to 
reject the colour God has spread 
within people, you are choosing to 
reject signs of God himself.”

As children of God we need to 
act on what we value and believe, 
said Dr. Rachael Edino, a researcher 
at the University of Calgary who has 
studied the successes and challenges 
encountered by first and second-
generation African Immigrant 
Women in pursuit of post-secondary 
science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM) post 
secondary degrees and careers in 
Canada. “And we need to consider 
our actions. Do you assess people 
before you talk to them? How 
many people of colour have you 
had coffee with? How many have 
you Zoomed with? Try to get to 
know people and their backgrounds. 
Through our actions we are planting 
seeds for younger generations…”

“I ruminate on Rachael’s word 
about making an intentional and 
sincere effort to get to know people 
from other places and cultures,” 
said the Rt. Rev. Stephen London, 
Bishop of Edmonton, in the Zoom 

chat. “It reminded me that in the 
Anglican church we are trying to 
respond to a divided world with our 
actions of being present to people, 
being curious about who people 
are and reframing our narrative. As 
Rachael said, ‘our attitude speaks.’” 

Continued on page 7.

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Pictured above: Bella Asiri and Timiro Mohamed co-host the Faith Spaces Safe Spaces video 
conference; below: Mayor Amarjeet Sohi proclaims February 5, 2022 Anti-Black Racism Day in 
Edmonton, Alberta.
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Nature and birds are 
intertwined in Julia 
Zarankin’s memoir. Even if 

you are not a birder, this book will 
be a few hours of deep delight. If 
you like nature, Field Notes from an 
Unintentional Birder will take you 
there. 

This book reached me in the 
season of COVID-19 and a season 
where my dear parents struggle 
through health and decline as they 
are in their early nineties. This has 
been a difficult season for me and 
for many. Julia’s story of coming to 
Canada as a child and as a refugee 
lifted me and took me to another 
place. 

I picked up this book because I 
am sure someone recommended it 
on the Alberta Birds Facebook page, 
where I have learned much and taken 
joy in seeing birds I don’t know. 
Each day fantastic photographers 
post pictures of Alberta birds often 
with explanation and story. 

I learned as I read the book that, 
in fact, I am a bird watcher not a 
birder. A birder is one who has a 
list, and some drive many miles for 
that rare sighting. Around the time I 
discovered an interest in birds, I saw 

a whole group of photographers out 
shooting photos of a Green Heron in 
the Florida everglades. The word had 
gone out of a sighting. There they 
were, lying flat on the ground with 
alligators far too close for my liking. 

Yet, like the birder, when I 
encounter a new bird, I scramble to 
identify it using the Merlin app on 
my smartphone. Or I look it up in 
the ever-handy Birds of Alberta, by 
Chris Fisher and John Acorn, a must 
on the shelf of bird watchers and 
birders in Alberta, especially one 
like me who will always be, as Julia 
describes, a beginner birder. Yet, 

she clearly spends many more hours 
a week in hot pursuit of birds than 
I do. Julia travels with binoculars 
and, certainly, I have them with me 
regularly.

Like Julia and other birders and 
bird watchers, I share my sightings 
with others. They listen and may 
not care, but at least we share my 
pleasure and my excitement in 
discovering a bird new to me or 
some juvenile birds I have never 
identified before, or something 
peculiar in birds I see each day. An 
American Goldfinch came to my 
feeder, and I was shocked to see 
how small they were, much smaller 
than House Sparrows. Previously, I 
had only seen them with binoculars, 
which gave me a distorted 
impression of their size. Friends and 
family also send me pictures of birds 
they’d like help to identify, and I am 
quizzed by people on my outings to 
the wetlands I live on. I am shocked 
to find myself the advisor.  

Julia finds the birder has a raft 
of books on birding and a wardrobe 
of bird-themed, hats and clothes. 
Generally, they also have a home 
decorated with bird pictures and 
memorabilia. I am contemplating 
enlarging a Grey Horned Owl photo 
which my husband Tim took in 
Dinosaur Provincial Park. Displayed 

in our stairwell, this bird in the green 
leaves would enliven the space and 
show off Tim’s photography skills. 
It will be a wonderful reminder of 
a day where I shared this bird with 
the campsite. I brought children and 
foreign visitors to view it. But my 
house is not covered in bird trivia. 
So, not a birder. 

Julia was and is your typical 
first-generation, over-achiever. Her 
family is Russian/Jewish, and her 
parents are highly educated and 
gifted musically. They studied at fine 
schools in Russia and teach music in 
Canada. Julia was not musical which 
caused her and her parents some 
angst, but she went on to earn a PhD 
at an American university. 

Through birding, this very 
accomplished woman has learned 
to pause, to be patient, to be in 
the present. These rare virtues are 
complementary to birding. 

Before birding became a hobby 
for Julia, she was not in love with 
nature. But it brings her pleasure 
and peace, and she is now enjoying 
nature all around Toronto and further 
away. 

God is revealed in nature, and 
birding can be a prayerful and 
spiritual experience for me. As Julia 
also discovered, birding brings peace 
and joy.

Field Notes book review highlights joys of bird watching
MARION BULMER

St. Thomas’, Sherwood Park

Inspiration

Christians and Muslims gather online in anti-racist solidarity, cont.
Continued from page 6.

“Our churches and our mosques 
are places we go to be in community 
with fellow worshippers and 
to seek refuge in our faith and 
guidance from our creator,” said 
Zahro Hassan, an advocate and 
educator at the University of Alberta 
currently researching young adult 
refugees' experiences accessing 
post-secondary education in Canada. 
“So, to encounter racism in these 
spaces is heartbreaking and leaves us 
disoriented,” said Hassan who helped 
facilitate small-group conversations 
around the questions: “how does 
racism manifest itself in our faith 
spaces? and what can we do to make 
our faith spaces more welcoming and 
inclusive?”

“I am hopeful that open and 
honest dialogue, reflection, and a 
willingness to learn are some of the 
first steps in an ongoing process of 
change and healing,” said Timiro 
Mohamed, who hosted the event 
with Good Shepherd member Bella 
Asiri.

Long, who is also the youth 
mental health lead for IFFSA, said 

this event “is the first step in a 
movement toward tangible action 
to make our faith spaces safe for 
racialized community members.” 

Organisers of Faith Spaces | 
Safe Spaces hope to widen their 
circle of partners in this work by 
offering an in-person event sequel 
later in the spring. They anticipate 
being able to share a meal and 
hospitality with participants as 
they work toward communities 
free of racism. 

The World Interfaith Harmony 
Week is based on the pioneering 
work of the Common Word 
initiative. This initiative, which 
started in 2007, called for Muslim 
and Christian leaders to engage 
in a dialogue based on two 
common fundamental religious 
Commandments; Love of God, and 
Love of the Neighbour, without 
nevertheless compromising any 
of their own religious tenets. The 
Two commandments are at the 
heart of the three Monotheistic 
religions and therefore provide 
the most solid theological ground 
possible.

Pictured clockwise from top left: Khalid Yassin, Rachael Edino, Ibrahim Long, Zahro Hassan among 
many taking part in the Muslim-Christian anti-racism video conference Faith Spaces | Safe Spaces 
on February 5, 2022.



8  THE MESSENGER MARCH 2022

Toward mid-January, 
as COVID cases, 
hospitalizations and ICU 

admissions spiked, a number of 
churches in Edmonton diocese once 
again temporarily closed to in-person 
Sunday services. Wishing to support 
these decisions yet recognizing that 
not every church has the capacity 
to offer digital services as an 
alternative, Bishop Stephen London 
decided to offer a series of diocesan 
Zoom services. The series ran for 
four consecutive Sundays: January 
30, February 6, 13 and 20.

Over those four weeks, Bishop 
Steve preached a sermon series on 
what the gospel of Luke might be 
saying as we look at what it means 
to be the church in 2022. In his first 
sermon, January 30, the Bishop 
shared that many members of the 
diocese ask him the question: “What 
is the future of the Anglican church 
in the Diocese of Edmonton?” 
The question, he believes, is often 
born out of struggle, as many 

churches face challenges with 
finances, buildings, attendance, and 
uncertainty about how the pandemic 
is changing us.

“Clearly, we are at a crossroads,” 
he says. “It is a moment of 
uncertainty, but it is also a great 
moment of hope and faith. The 
decisions we make over the next 
several years will be important in 
shaping the future of the church. The 
message of Jesus as we understand 
him in the Anglican church is a 
beautiful and life-giving vision. It 

is a message of love and renewal, 
healing and salvation, justice 
and peace, reconciliation and the 
kingdom of God.”

In the first sermon, Bishop Steve 
posed the question many have asked, 
“Why do some churches have a life 
to them and others get ‘stuck’?” He 
suggests that many answers have 
been proposed and tested over the 
past decades to do with worship, 
outreach, buildings, etc., but these 
are all partial answers.

“The central question is,” he 

says, “Who are we in Jesus Christ?
“We continually have to go back 

and find the power of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ for our hearts, our 
churches and our communities, 
because there is a power there.

“The gospel is a vision of 
grace. But the problem is, we have 
made it into a doctrine, when it is 
really about an experience with the 
living God… People don’t become 
Christian because they understand 
words. People become Christian 
because they experience the grace, 
mercy and love of God.”

“Have you felt this grace? Do 
you know it?” As the church in 2022, 
“all we are doing has to be a flowing 
out of the grace of God before we 
talk about anything else.”

The audio recordings of Bishop 
Steve’s sermons are available on 
the diocesan website at edmonton.
anglican.ca. Choose “Bishop” on 
the main menu, then click “Digital 
Connection” (https://edmonton.
anglican.ca/the-rt-rev-stephen-
london/digital-connection).

Bishop offers 4-week series of diocesan Zoom services
Life in the Diocese

MESSENGER STAFF

Throughout the Advent and 
Christmas seasons, members 
of All Saints', Drayton 

Valley contributed to the church's 
Giving Tree. Unlike a regular family 
Christmas tree, items were placed 
on or beneath the Giving Tree 
to be given to two organisations 
that work with the vulnerable in 
the community. This year, the 

Mountain Rose Women's Shelter 
of Rocky Mountain House and the 
Warming Hearts program of Drayton 
Valley will receive the items as an 
expression of Christian love. There 
were many items collected this year, 
including warm weather boots, 
socks, hats, toiletries, as well as gift 
cards. Before the items were sorted 
for distribution, members of All 
Saints' joined together at the Giving 
Tree for prayer so that it would a 
blessing to others in need.

Church Supports Vulnerable 
in Drayton Valley

The Rev. CHRISTOPHER COOK
All Saints', Drayton Valley

Pictured from left: Margaret Lathe, Hy Dahl, Christopher Cook, and Miriam Roberts 
Photo: Sandra Blade

Continued from page 2.

“We hope to hold an open house 
this spring,” says Enright.

The Standing Stones ministry, 
traditional Anglican liturgies 
incorporating traditional Indigenous 
spiritual practices, which also 
includes ceremonies and teaching 
circles on the Seven Sacred 
Teachings led by elder Russell Auger, 

will be based at St. Mary’s, as well. 
Eventually, St. Mary’s may even 

be home to a Healing of Memories 
Wisdom Centre to foster healing, 
reconciliation and communities of 
belonging.

By working together to provide 
community-based, lay-empowered 
ministry, as well as space for healing 
conversations, Enright says St. 
Faith’s and St. Mary’s will be able to 
help more people “see Jesus, not as 
a mythical figure, but the incarnate 
word animated in their lives.”

On a Sunday in February, Indigenous cultural teacher and youth life skills instructor Adrian 
LaChance leads a virtual workshop at St. Mary’s, Edmonton, while community members 
participate in a work bee.

Collaborative ministry 
to strengthen faith 
communities, continued


