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Deacon and priest called to be "agents of 
healing, goodness, beauty and kindness"

The Holy Spirit of God filled 
All Saints’ Cathedral during a 
Service of Ordination on the 

evening of June 29, 2022, the Feast 
of Saint Peter and Saint Paul.

Diocese of Edmonton Bishop the 
Rt. Rev. Stephen London ordained 
the Rev. Arthur Dyck, honorary 
deacon at St. Faith’s, Edmonton, 
to the priesthood; and Lisa Wojna, 
full-time hospital chaplain and 
member of St. Paul’s, Leduc, to the 
transitional diaconate.

Following the processional 
hymn, “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy 
Ones,” led by All Saints’ Music 
Director Jeremy Spurgeon and the 
Cathedral Choir, the service held 
on Treaty 6 territory, began with 
a smudge by Archdeacon Travis 
Enright and Fred Matthews who 
sang an Honour Song and played the 
drum.

“This is a beautiful occasion 
as we come to ask God to ordain 
Arthur as a priest in this church and 
to ordain Lisa as a deacon in this 
church,” said London, officiating his 
first ordination service as Bishop, 
and the first unrestricted diocesan 
service since the start of the COVID 
pandemic.

Noting the theme of diocesan 
synod in October is “Together on 
the Way,” Bishop London began his 
sermon by asking the congregation to 
consider where God is calling us as a 
diocese. He invited people to picture 
the Church, not as an institution 
but as a movement. Quoting the 
presiding bishop of the Episcopal 
Church, Michael Curry, London said, 
“we are the Anglican branch of the 
Jesus movement. Tonight, we are 
ordaining two people into ministry. 
However, we are also reminded that 
all of us has a ministry. 

“As we walk together, all of 
us have a part to play in God’s 
economy of salvation. All of us, 
every single person here tonight 
and in our churches have a calling 
and a vocation; a special way to 
live out the great commandments 
of loving God and loving our 
neighbours that can only be lived 
out by you; because of your unique 
personality, a combination of gifts 
and circumstances. And you will 
spend your life growing into your 
unique calling and being a blessing 
to the world. The world needs you. 
We need you to be a sign of God’s 
love in a broken and hurting world, 
to be an agent of healing, goodness, 
beauty and kindness.”

Although the Jesus movement 
is about walking together in the way 
of love, “it is a hard path to want,” 
said London. “As we learn by the 

example of Saint Paul (an early 
persecutor of the Church) and Saint 
Peter (who, overcome by fear and 
uncertainty, denied Christ), the way 
of love is not about cheap grace, 
but costly grace. It has to be about 
profound transformation. Both Paul 
and Peter found a new way, the way 
of love.”

Arthur and Lisa, I am very 
grateful that you have said, ‘yes,’ 
to this call to be a part of what God 
is doing in Jesus Christ. Part of the 
imagery of the ordination service is 
that this isn’t about you by yourself, 
or me by myself. But that all of us 
have gifts to bring and offer to the 
whole. Thank you for bringing your 
gifts. May God bless you in your 
ministry.”

The Rev. Arthur Dyck was 
presented for ordination to the 
priesthood by the Ven. Travis 

Enright, Bliss Robinson, and Valerie 
Wilbur on behalf of the Diocese of 
Edmonton Examining Chaplains. 

Raised in the Mennonite 
tradition in Rosthern, SK, Dyck says 
“the church was always part of my 
life.” Around age 10, he committed 
to following Jesus while attending 
Bible camp.

After high school, he moved to 
Saskatoon to attend the University of 
Saskatchewan. (Fun fact: he was the 
sound recording engineer at the first 
multi-track sound recording studio in 
the province at the university.)

On a weekend visit home, the 
pastor of his church invited Dyck 
for coffee. “He encouraged me to 
consider theological education and 
become a pastor. That was the last 
thing I wanted to hear at the time, 
but the seed was planted.”

Continued on page 11.

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Pictured from left: the Rev. Arthur Dyck, priest, Bishop Stephen London, and the Rev. Lisa Wojna, deacon, on the Feast of St. Peter and St. Paul.
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Sitting among thousands 
of Residential School and 
Intergenerational Survivors 

gathered in a powwow circle on 
the site of the former Ermineskin 
Residential School in Maskwacis, 
the Ven. Travis Enright, Archdeacon 
for Indigenous Ministries, and the 
Rev. Canon Dr. Scott Sharman, 
Ecumenical and Interfaith 
Coordinator, 
along with a 
small delegation 
from the 
Edmonton 
diocese, 
solemnly 
witnessed a 
step by Western 
Christendom 
toward right 
relation.

While on 
a “penitential 
pilgrimage" to 
Canada in July, 
Pope Francis 
delivered his 
long-awaited 
apology to 
Residential School survivors and 
their families in an area traditionally 
known as the Bear Hills or 
Maskwacheesihk. 

"I humbly beg forgiveness for 
the evil committed by so many 
Christians against the Indigenous 
peoples," he said. “…for the ways in 
which, regrettably, many Christians 
supported the colonising mentality 
of the powers that oppressed the 
Indigenous peoples…” 

Last spring, the Pope followed 
his apology at the Vatican to First 
Nations, Inuit and Métis delegations 
in Rome “for the deplorable conduct 
of these members of the Catholic 
Church,” with a promise to visit 
Canada.

“…the first step of my being 
among you is that of again asking 
forgiveness, of telling you once more 
that I am deeply sorry,” said the 
85-year-old pontiff while on Treaty 
Six Territory, the traditional meeting 
ground of Cree, Saulteaux, Niitsitapi 
(Blackfoot), Nakota Sioux, Dene, 
Métis, and Inuit peoples.

He asked “forgiveness, in 
particular, for the ways in which 
many members of the Church and of 
religious communities cooperated, 
not least through their indifference, 
in projects of cultural destruction 

and forced assimilation promoted 
by the governments of that time, 
which culminated in the system of 
Residential Schools." 

From the mid-1880s until 1996, 
an estimated 150,000 First Nations, 
Métis and Inuit children were taken 
from their families and placed in 
government-funded, church-run 
residential these schools across 
Canada. In 2015, Canada’s Truth and 
Reconciliation Committee called on 
the Pope to deliver an apology in 

Canada for the church’s 
role in the Residential 
School system.

Scott Sharman, 
Canon to the Ordinary for 
the Edmonton diocese, 
says “The policies of 
assimilation and spiritual 
abuse which the churches 
in Canada participated in, 
including the Residential 
Schools, can all be traced 
back to the Doctrine of 
Discovery.” He describes 
the doctrine, which 
the Anglican Church 
of Canada repudiated 
in 2010, as “a twisted 
attempt to theologically 
justify European 

Christians taking possession of lands 
and resources and trying to control 
original Peoples because they were 
pagan and uncivilised.”

Sharman says “the legacy of the 
Doctrine of Discovery is one that the 
historic Anglican tradition shares in 
profoundly with our Roman Catholic 
siblings, and it represents an evil 
which we must all confess together, 
all strive to repudiate together, and 
all seek to repair and heal together. 
By speaking words of remorse and a 
renewed dedication to make things 
right, Pope Francis is helping move 
ahead that effort, so that the even 
more important work of living the 
apology in actions can begin.”

Calls from Indigenous leaders 
for an official apology from the 
Catholic Church intensified in May 
2021, following the finding of 
the unmarked graves of children, 
during a ground-penetrating radar 
search of the grounds of a former 
Residential School site in Tk'emlúps 
te Secwépemc, a First Nations 
community in British Columbia. 
The Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission Report estimates the 
number of unmarked graves to be 
3,200

Archdeacon Enright’s mother 
Donna and other family members 
went to Gordon’s Residential School 
in Punnichy, SK. He views the papal 
visit as “an historical opportunity 
for the institutional church to enter 
further into a season of wisdom by 
making reparations for its history of 
spiritual harm. The 
impact of Canada’s 
Residential School 
system, he says, 
are evident on the 
streets of Edmonton 
today, where many 
addictions and 
poverty issues are 
a direct result of 
decisions made 
by then Prime 
Minister Sir John A. 
MacDonald and the 
establishment of the 
Indian Act. 

“It’s important 
for the Anglican 
Church as a 
participant in the 
colonial system of Residential 
Schools to have witnessed this 
moment,” he says. “We share in the 
sorrow of the historical components, 
and it is our responsibility to help 
people hear the Gospel truth of Jesus 
Christ as a loving God who walks 
with us and, in the most difficult 
parts of a person’s life, hears our call. 
We will all benefit from coming to 
a place of knowing, acknowledging, 
and reviving the Gospel message.”

The Pope’s apology “is not only 
important for our ancestors who 
died waiting for it, but those who are 
alive today and the generations yet to 
come,” Enright says.

He believes “we are entering a 
time of Wisdom (one of the Sacred 
Teachings). In the Western way of 
being you can have the knowledge, 
but not know how to use it. In the 
Cree tradition, the one who lives 
closest to the land, the one who 
is in best relationship with their 
neighbour, is the wisest.” He says 
the papal visit is a move in the 
direction of enabling “the teaching 
and wisdom of Jesus to flow into 
people’s hearts and lives once 
again.”

From Maskwacis, Pope Francis’ 
pilgrimage continued 200 kms 
north to Edmonton, Amiskwaciy 
Waskahikan (meaning Beaver Hills 
House), where he led a Papal Mass 
at Commonwealth Stadium. Among 
the estimated 60,000 faithful in 

attendance were members of the 
Athabasca and Edmonton dioceses 
and their ecumenical partners. 

For Fred Matthews, lay reader in 
charge of the Church of the Nativity 
parish on Frog Lake First Nation, 
the pontiff’s apology to Indigenous 
people on their land was “something 

I never thought 
would happen in 
my lifetime. The 
raw emotion of the 
survivors who were 
present at the official 
apology, watching 
the tears fall on the 
faces of elders and 
wishing that my 
paternal grandparents 
were still alive to 
witness it and then 
thinking about my 
father's experience, 
was surreal.” From 
the age of 2 to 32, 
Matthews was 
estranged from 
his father who had 

entered the Mohawk Institute, a 
Residential School operated by the 
New England Company, at age 7. 

Though grateful for the Pope’s 
apology, Matthews also thinks it 
was a “missed opportunity to accept 
responsibility for the (institutional) 
Church's role in running the schools. 
It (Church) was complicit in the 
actions of its clergy and religious.” 
He was disappointed that sexual 
abuse was left out of the apology.  
“He (the Pope) apologised for the 
mental, emotional and physical abuse 
by some members of the Church, 
but did not include sexual abuse,” he 
says. 

Going forward, Matthews would 
like to see, among other things, the 
Catholic Church rescind the papal 
bulls (official Church documents) 
that led to the Doctrine of Discovery. 

The Pope has publicly stated 
he will “continue to encourage the 
efforts of all Catholics to support the 
Indigenous Peoples.”

Sharman adds that that “all 
churches must together seek 
to support efforts for justice, 
reparations, healing, and right 
relations.” 

Continuing his pilgrimage in 
Alberta, Pope Francis visited the 
Sacred Heart Church of the First 
Peoples (the first national parish for 
Indigenous peoples in Canada), and 
Lac Ste. Anne. 

Pope Francis' apology on traditional Indigenous land 
historic step for Church toward right relationship

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Pope Francis leads the Papal Mass at 
Commonwealth Stadium in Edmonton.               
Photos: Fred Matthews

Past Assembly of First Nations Grand 
Chief Phil Fontaine was present for 
Pope Francis’ apology to Residential 
School and Intergenerational Trauma 
Survivors at the Vatican and in 
Maskwacis.
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At the time of writing, 
Athabasca diocese was 
preparing for Diaconal 

Discernment Days (held June 
3-5), a time for those who feel
called to ordained ministry to be
interviewed by others. This led
me to ponder how all of us are
called by Christ as His Church.

The Church is not only 
buildings, clergy and bishops. 
The Church is not only 
hierarchical structure, canons and 
rules, liturgy, and formal worship. 
The Church is the actions of all people. We are all 
called to be the Church.

The Anglican Church of Canada's baptismal 
liturgy says, “(The) ministry of the baptised is 
the fundamental ministry of the Church, with the 
function of ordained ministry being to serve, equip 
and enable this ministry to take place.” (anglican.
ca/faith/ministry/baptised/)

Paul the Apostle says, the mission of the 
Church is to continue the mission of Christ: 
“God reconciled us to himself through Christ 
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation… 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God were making his plea through us. We 
plead with you on Christ’s behalf, ‘Be reconciled 

to God!”’ (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)
As a baptised Christian you have 

the ministry of reconciliation. You are 
a representative of Christ as He works 
to reconcile the world to Himself. 
You join in the plea “Be reconciled to 
God!” How do you do this? 

You recognise our loving heavenly 
Father desires to walk with all; that 
creation is God’s project to transform 
all people from pursuing (purposefully 
or not) death and deception to pursuing 
love, worship, and walking with God 
in truth. 

You call on the Holy Spirit to proclaim Christ 
as Lord with amazing love (agape) and immense 
power (dynamos) when you walk alongside others 
in care, pray through grief or in celebration; speak 
words of Christ in love, or stand for (and with) the 
downtrodden, marginalised, and unloved.

You understand the people who cross your path 
are loved immensely by God; that God desires a 
full, transparent, open and loving relationship with 
them; that eventually all who are called by Christ 
will become Holy in His name (i.e., sanctified).

You contribute to the deep and meaningful 
worship of the Body of Christ, facilitating the 
community to draw closer to His presence through 
the power of the Holy Spirit.  

You are active in the Body of Christ, under the 
leadership of Christ and Christ alone, believing, 
living, and proclaiming, ‘Jesus is Lord of All.’  

You encourage peace, harmony, wholeness, 
completeness, prosperity, wellness, generosity, 
tranquility, and a loving relationship, built on trust, 
faith, acceptance and obedience, with our Father. 
We do not try to control God, but trust in His love 
to provide all we need as we need it.  

You discourage warfare, discord, brokenness, 
illness, disease, poverty, selfishness, hatred and 
animosity. You discourage the absence of a life-
giving relationship with God our heavenly Father.

Through the Holy Spirit, you grow to display 
characteristics of our Heavenly Father and 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Among these traits are: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

None of us is yet perfect in Christ. Yet we are 
told that is the promise of God. God honours us in 
our faltering footsteps, in spite of our failing and 
frailties, to do all the above. 

May you know the pleasure and the joy of God 
as you strive to follow your calling, as a baptised 
member of His family. Let us be one with Him 
as He works to redeem His world, and encourage 
each other in our calling. 

As our diocese prepares for 
our synod in October, I 
would like to invite you to 

read the document called, Finding 
Our Way: Discerning A Strategic 
Path for the Diocese of Edmonton. 
I am excited about the vision within 
it. There are four things, I think, it 
might be important for you to know 
as we look at following this vision 
over the next three years until our 
next synod.

1) Thank you for your feedback
on the initial document, called 
Together on the Way. We received feedback from 
individuals, as well as from larger groups such as 
parishes and clergy deaneries. As we pondered 
the feedback, we spent a lot of time discerning 
what resonated with people and whether that was 
reflected in the initial document. It was always 
our intent that the initial document would change 
based on your prayerful feedback. I feel Finding 
Our Way is a good distillation of the themes we 
feel Christ is calling us to. 

2) As we discern where Christ is calling

us at this time, it is important 
to recognise we are in a time of 
adaptive change. Our challenges 
won’t be solved through known 
solutions, or even through our 
current structures, procedures and 
way of doing things. We actually 
require new learning and practices. 
Examples of this are teachings and 
practices we are learning from the 
First Peoples of this land, and the 
different ways of being church we 
are learning from our ecumenical 
partners. We are still building on 

our past, while wrestling to articulate anew our 
values and purpose. 

3) The whole document is about living out the
Gospel here in the Diocese of Edmonton. That is 
why it starts with the Gospel at the Center. The 
Gospel, of course, is God’s action and desire to 
heal the world and make all things new through 
Jesus Christ. We are healed and reconciled to God 
and each other through God’s love found in the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus. In the Gospel 
we find a new way of life in which we follow 

Jesus. Every Principle and Goal in the document is 
meant to be a concrete way to live out God’s call 
on our lives. 

4) How will we move forward in a concrete
way? We have outlined 12 Specific Goals for our 
diocese over the next three years. Each of those 
goals are still quite large. Therefore, under each 
of the goals will be a series of concrete objectives 
marked by Our Key Results (OKRs). For instance, 
under the goal of Formation, we might try to have 
a Diocesan Mission and Ministry Conference 
to inspire and equip people for ministry. The 
objective would be to plan and implement the 
conference, and the key results would be all of the 
milestones in planning we would need to reach in 
order for the conference to happen. Each of the 
12 goals will have achievable concrete objectives 
to move our diocese forward into the next chapter 
of our life. As we achieve our initial objectives, 
we will discern others and work on them. Over 
the next three years, I am confident you will see 
significant movement forward for our diocese. I 
am excited to begin this journey with you. 

Blessings, 
+Steve
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The mission of Christ is the mission of all His people

Caricature of Bishop Greenwood created by Alex Blasius 
and used at the Bishop's request.

Bishop STEPHEN LONDON
Diocese of Edmonton
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Hello, and I hope your 
summer has been a blessed 
time for you. 

As I resume thinking about 
these articles after a summer break, 
I reflect on just how much I enjoyed 
the lectionary taking us into Paul’s 
epistle to the Colossians in July. 
This letter is so important for us, 
and I lament that the lectionary does 
not have us read the entire letter. I 
encourage you to read it, because 
Paul is seeking to help equip a 
church family to grow as disciples in 
a changing world with a challenging 
cultural context. It is, therefore, very 
relevant to the days in which we live 
and has much to teach us as we move 
forward together.

Paul weaves into this gem of 
a letter, and indeed all his letters, 
five interwoven principles. These 
principles are, for Paul, the marks 
of a healthy, happy and authentic 

Church. These 
five principles are 
interconnected. One 
cannot have one 
without the other. 
They are also non-
negotiable for Paul in 
that we cannot truly 
claim to be the Church 
if any one of these is 
absent or if we think it 
is an optional extra. 

I once heard a 
powerful speaker 
ask the question, “Is 
a can opener still 
a can opener if it 
cannot open cans? It might have the 
appearance of a can opener, but it 
does not fulfil its task.”

In the same way, Paul would 
say that if we are to truly be all that 
Jesus calls us to be, all five of these 
principles need to be present. They 

are like a mirror 
that he holds up 
to us. His purpose 
is neither to judge 
us, nor condemn 
us. Paul is the one 
who said, "There 
is now therefore 
no condemnation 
for those who are 
in Christ Jesus." 
(Romans 8:1) 

We can think of 
these principles as a 
checklist to see how 
we are doing and 
where we might need 

to focus some attention. 
These five principles, then, call 

us to remain:
• Rooted and established in Christ. 

Christ at the centre of all we do;
• Growing in our knowledge and 

love of God;

• Living as disciples of Jesus;
• Living as Jesus’ family - the 

Body of Christ - brothers and 
sisters together;

• Living with good news to share. 
Living a Jesus-centered life 
in which we engage with the 
mission of God.

Not surprisingly, this list lines up 
closely with the principles outlined 
in Bishop Steve’s document Finding 
Our Way, which is designed as a 
guide for our diocese as we move 
forward together. 

Over the course of the next few 
months, I will look at each of these 
principles and suggest ways in which 
we can ensure they are present and 
active in our parishes.

With prayers for every blessing 
on your missional endeavours in His 
name,

Richard 

St. Paul offers a checklist for healthy, authentic church
Missional Discipleship

Sharing life and sacred space as members of Christ's body

The Ven. RICHARD KING
Archdeacon for 

Mission and Discipleship
Diocese of Edmonton

In living as an ordained disciple 
of Christ, there are lots of 
challenges. I sometimes find life 

most challenging while sitting in 
the kitchens, living rooms and other 
living spaces of those who follow 
with me. 

For example, I remember 
going to see the family of a little 
boy who was coming for baptism. 
They wanted him to be officially 
welcomed into the Church, so he 
could participate fully with the rest 
of the family. The mother who was 
seated in a chair across the room 
from me was visibly shaking. It 
may have been because we were 
of different ethnicity and cultures. 
Yet, we had at least two things 
in common: (1) the desire to be 
followers of Jesus and (2) the desire 
to welcome the little boy into the 
life of the family that was our 
congregation. The family did, in 
turn, receive the hospitality of the 
Church,as we welcomed the newest 
member of their family and ours.

I can recall times when I have 
been welcomed into a home right 
after the mid-day meal. My host 
offered to share the leftovers which 
had been put away, including 
the rabbit that still had its head. 
There was also tea, bread with 
jam, and cookies of all sorts. A 
very deep relationship comes of a 
congregation's members caring for 
their pastor as he or she cares for 
them. After learning I was diabetic, 
I created this new thing an old timer 
called "one-legged cup of tea.” I 
would ask for the mug, the tea bag, 

the hot water and 
a spoon (the leg!). 
I did this to create 
sacred space and time 
between a parishioner 
and myself so that I 
could still accept their 
hospitality and be a 
part of their lives for 
a short time. There 
is a deep and abiding 
mutuality in sharing 
your life with another, 
which is to me what 
being church family is 
all about.

Part and parcel 
of being an ordained 
disciple is working to create sacred 
space where people can bring their 
full lives to make them known to 
God. People long remember pastoral 
visits. One lady, very dear to me, 
was also my warden. If I were in 

her home around 
dinnertime, she 
would heat a botlle 
of stew for my 
mid-day repass. The 
family still recalls 
those moments. The 
male occupant of the 
house would blame 
my youngest son for 
getting crumbs under 
his chair, even when 
I was visiting without 
my family. We would 
share laughter, along 
with struggles and 
tears. 

These hospitable 
acts remind me we need to ensure 
everyone is made to feel welcome in 
the church. We take extra measures 
to reach out to new members and 
those who have been away for 
a while, but let us not forget to 

make each other feel welcome in 
our familiar spaces. We gather on 
Sunday around the Lord’s Table for a 
meal in celebration of all good things 
(even new airplane engines!) and 
to pray for all people needing our 
prayers. 

As St. Paul would point out,  
“We walk as yet by faith, not 
by sight.” Thus, we need to 
communicate with God about the 
things going on around about us 
because, “We only know in part and 
only see in part.” (2 Corinthians 5:7) 

And maybe I also need to 
mention that the Church – the 
missional community here on earth 
– is to the Divine mission as burning 
is to fire. We live our everyday lives 
in such a way that the world will see 
and hear Christ, considering Him and 
His kingdom, one one-legged cup of 
tea at a time. 

The Very Rev. 
JASON HAGGSTROM
Rector of St. James' 

Cathedral and Dean of 
Diocese of Athabasca

St. Helen’s Church in Fairview was pleased to 
welcome Bishop David Greenwood to lead the Sunday 
service on Mother’s Day, May 8. 

“He was accompanied by his wife Benita and their 
daughter and son-in-law and four small grandchildren,” 
says church writer and historian Betty MacArthur.

Bishop's Mother's Day Visit a Special Treat
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Friends, family and 
colleagues of the Ven. 
Canon Terry Leer 

and Elaine Leer celebrated 
Terry’s nearly 30 years of 
ministry in the Athabasca 
diocese with a retirement 
dinner at the Belle Petroleum 
Centre in Peace River on the 
evening of July 2.

Sixty-five guests from 
across the diocese, and a 
special guest from Germany, 
attended the banquet. As 
dinner began, they were 
invited to write well-wishes, 
memories and stories, or 
drawings for the Leers on 
brightly-coloured cards.

Mia Segers, a long-time 
friend shared heartfelt words 
about the Leer family which 
were warmly received. Mia 
and Terry met, in 1977, 
while attending a summer 
school course in the German 
language in Mannheim, 
Germany.

When worship in 
Northern Alberta was moved 
online during the COVID 
pandemic, Segers who still 
resides in Mannheim and is 
fluent in no fewer than five 
languages, became an active 
participant on Zoom in the 
parish of Grimshaw-Berwyn. 
She has also participated in 
the Holy Week Bible Reading 
Marathon hosted by the 
Athabasca diocese.

Canon (lay) Peter Clarke 
was given the honour of 
emceeing the evening 
program which featured an 
open microphone segment. He 
and many other people took 
the opportunity to share their stories 
and experiences with Canon Leer 
who retired as Executive Archdeacon 
of the diocese, effective July 30, 
2022. 

The dozen or so people who 
shared their stories represented 
almost half of the parishes in the 
diocese. The driving distance 
between the two furthest parishes 
represented was almost 800 kms. 

There were also good wishes 
delivered virtually via Zoom, and 
by email from former colleagues 
in the diocese, including Bishop 
Fraser Lawton who now resides in 
Texas. Archbishop John Clarke, a 
former diocesan Archbishop, shared 
an insightful story about how he 

helped to bring the Leers from the 
Edmonton diocese to Athabasca 
diocese in 1993. A few years later, 
the Rev. Terry Leer became a Canon 
of the Athabasca diocese.

The Leers are a linguistically 
and musically gifted family, fluent 
in several languages including 
American Sign language. Elaine, an 
accomplished pianist who studied 
music under renowned instructor 
Anna Domanski, has played in 
churches in Fort McMurray, Grande 
Prairie and Peace River. They 
enthralled their guests with a jazz 
session featuring Elaine on keyboard 
and son Benjamin on the trombone. 

Following the musical interlude, 
Vicki Townson with her husband 
Dan paid tribute to Leer, whom they 

came to know well while he was 
serving as priest at Christ Church, 
Grande Prairie. They presented their 
friend with small gifts to aid him in 
retirement, from post-it notes to a 
lightsaber (a pirate sword could not 
be found). 

Bishop David Greenwood 
recalled his time serving alongside 
Leer in Fort McMurray. While under 
Canon Leer's watch, Greenwood 
served as a lay reader, deacon, 
priest and finally a bishop. Although 
Greenwood has known Terry since 
his arrival in the diocese in 1993, it 
transpired that he had known Elaine 
even longer. Greenwood presented 
the Leers with a framed photo of the 
Peace River.

Elaine Leer, currently a teacher 
in Peace River, spoke about moving 
throughout nearly four decades of 
Terry's ministry to serve God in new 
communities, churches and positions. 
Should God call them to serve in 
some manner, somewhere else, she 
says they are prepared to accept the 
call.

Giving thanks, Canon Terry Leer 
said most people know the secret to 
getting him to do almost anything is 
simply saying, “Please help me.” We 
shall miss his sage advice and lay 
readers will miss his sermon advice 
and guidance. His words and actions 
will be with us for a long time to 
come.

May God bless Terry and Elaine 
in this new aspect of their lives.

Athabasca

Diocese of Athabasca celebrates retiring archdeacon
Canon PETER CLARKE

Athabasca Editor

Pictured clockwise from above left: Elaine and Terry Leer; youngsters enjoy 
musical entertainment provided by Benjamin and Elaine Leer; long-time 
colleague and friend Peter Clarke with Leer; Mia Segers pays tribute; as does 
Bishop David Greenwood; Vicki Townson presents retirement gifts.

Photos: Sharon Krushel MotherEarthBook.ca
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September 18, 2022, marks one 
year since the consecration of 
the Rt. Rev. Stephen London 

as the 11th Bishop of Edmonton. 
Immediately, Bishop Steve began 
to bring his own style of leadership 
to the role: an approach marked by 
consensus-building; by listening 
to the experience and opinions 
of others as decisions are made. 
It is an approach London feels is 
particularly helpful as he moves 
through the early years of his 
episcopacy, and one that has proved 
valuable in other parts of the 

Anglican Communion.
“While our model has elements 

that are unique to our context,” he 
says, “the idea behind the model is 
very much part of the discernment 
in many places in the Anglican 
Church. The Church has tried 
different models in the past such as 
the Lord Bishop model and the CEO 
Bishop model, and both of those 
models had significant tension with 
the New Testament witness of how 
the Christian community should 
operate. We are trying a different 
model. It may come to the same 
fate as the other two as the church 
evolves, but in this time and place, 

I think the Spirit is calling us to a 
model of shared episcopal authority 
as we discern new structures for the 
Church to proclaim the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.”

One aspect of diocesan 
leadership that has been in place 
for many years is what was 
formerly called the “BADs” 
meeting: a gathering of the 
bishop, archdeacons, and dean. 
Since September 2021 the BADs 
meetings have been replaced by 
the Episcope Circle. Part of the 
new structure London refers to, 
this leadership group includes the 
diocesan archdeacons, the dean of 

the diocese, and a new role called 
the canon to the ordinary. The Rev. 
Canon Dr. Scott Sharman, appointed 
to this position, explains:

“This mouthful of a title actually 
means something quite simple. 
Here, ordinary is just another title 
for the bishop (from the Latin 
ordinarius), and a canon (from the 
Greek kanonikos) is someone who 
is particularly related and bound to 
someone or something else. A Canon 
to the Ordinary, therefore, is just 
a close walking companion of the 
bishop as they seek to go together on 
the way.”

Continued on page 8.

Life in the Diocese

Church members help forge strategic plan 

In April, Bishop Stephen 
London invited members of 
the Edmonton diocese to help 

identify and together address the 
key challenges we face as a church 
family. Finding Our Way: Discerning 
a Strategic Path for the Diocese of 
Edmonton, a compilation of those 
responses, will be used to help guide 
discussion at the coming synod.

 This document follows a 
previous document outlining the 
challenges of the diocese called, 
Together on the Way. Responses 
were gathered by London and Canon 
to the Ordinary the Rev. Dr. Scott 
Sharman through videorecorded and 
text submissions. Of those responses, 
Sharman says six were submitted on 
behalf of parish-based groups and at 
least one clergy deanery-facilitated 
conversation.

“I am looking forward to meeting 
together as a synod on October 
21-22,” said Bishop London. “Part 
of the conversation of synod is to 
look forward to our future. As you 
know, our church is at a significant 
crossroads. We are a church with 
many blessings, but we are a church 
with significant challenges in front of 
us. Some of those challenges have a 
particular urgency about them.”

According to Sharman, people 
identified several common themes 
and agreed, for the most part, that 
the outline provided by London in 
Together on the Way “touches on 
the most pressing challenges and 
opportunities” of our church today.

In addition, Sharman says, 
“many people noted the importance 
of things like apologies and 
declarations of commitment in 
relation to marginalised communities 
and issues of social justice. In each 

instance, respondents commented it 
is even more important that we begin 
to implement policies, procedures, 
training, and concrete structural 
changes to begin to act on these 
things in more than words.”

Many respondents were also 
open to the possibility of addressing 
challenges together as a diocesan 
team, “rather than individual parishes 
trying to go it alone,” he said. “This 
was true across the board, from 
larger churches to smaller churches, 
urban and rural, etc.”

Finding Our Way is intended 
to be a working framework “to 
help inform the decisions we need 
to begin to make at the synod in 
October," says Sharman. “I hope we 

will see resolutions to synod that call 
on our church and our leadership to 
begin to implement necessary steps 
to pursue the 12 specific goals named 
in the strategic path document,” he 
says. “I expect this roadmap will 
function as a kind of touchstone for 
the next few years ahead; a roadmap 
to keep us all moving in the same 
direction as we seek to navigate 
well through a challenging time of 
uncertainty and transition. We will be 
able to go back to the 12 Goals, the 
5 Principles, and the 1 Gospel Basis 
and do a regular test of ourselves; 
where we are making progress or 
where we might need to give more 
attention?”

Sharman also hopes this process 
of wider consultation and input into 
shaping the vision and direction of 
the diocese will become ingrained in 
the culture of the Edmonton diocese. 

“This process is not a one-time 
thing, but part of how we seek to 
become a synodal diocese for the 
long haul; where everyone's voice 
and ideas are listened to and taken 
into account in our discernment of 
where the Spirit is calling us.”

 The complete document, 
Finding Our Way: Discerning a 
Strategic Path, is available on 
the diocesan website: edmonton.
anglican.ca/news/finding-our-way.

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Episcope Circle: collegial leadership in Edmonton diocese
The Rev. SHELLY KING

Messenger Staff
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Archdeacon Travis Enright 
and members of the 
Edmonton diocese’s 

Indigenous Ministries Team led an 
evening prayer service, on June 19, 
to dedicate an orange textile woven 
as an act of love and remembrance 
of the thousands of Indigenous 
children who died at Residential 
Schools across Canada. 

The textile, which had been 
woven in parishes of the Edmonton 
diocese over several months, was 
smudged by Cree Elder Eliza 
Hilliar at All Saints’ Cathedral 
in Edmonton as the names of 
Residential Schools and numbers of 
unmarked graves were read aloud. 

As Enright spoke, of all people 
being in covenant together, members 
of the congregation lifted up the 
weaving. 

The diocesan weaving project 
was started on Ash Wednesday 
by lay evangelist Alison Hurlburt, 
a member of Christ Church in 
Edmonton, in partnership with Fiona 
Brownlee, rural and aboriginal 
communities’ liaison for the 
Edmonton diocese. Providing orange 
thread, her own loom and patient 

instruction, Hurlburt recruited 
and trained loom keepers in five 
Edmonton parishes. In the ensuing 
months, as the loom was moved from 
parish to parish, dozens of weavers, 
including some from outside the 
Anglican community, offered prayers 
for the children who attended 
Residential Schools. 

Janice Hurlburt posted on 
Facebook that it was “heartbreaking” 
to know that each horizontal pass of 
weft yarn represents one child who 

died at Residential School.
"There are 18 passes in each inch 

of the weaving for a total of 8,000 
children: 6,000 (TRC estimate) and 
an additional 2,000+ from recent 
grave discoveries… The end of 
the blanket is left open/unravelled 
to represent the graves yet to be 
discovered…,” said Alison Hurlburt.

The textile’s extra-long fringe, 
she said, “symbolises the devastation 
of intergenerational trauma and the 
over-representation of Indigenous 

children in the foster system, 
the direct results of Residential 
Schools, the Sixties Scoop, 
and the Indian Act.” 

Brownlee found one 
moment during the dedication 
service when Elder Eliza 
shared a prayer and the story 
of Grandmother Spiderwoman 
to be particularly moving.

Hurlburt and Brownlee 
hope churches and community 
spaces will offer to host the 
woven textile over the coming 
months. Hurlburt was also 
looking forward to sharing the 
piece with the weaving class 
she taught at Sorrento Centre 
over the summer. 

“Sorrento is close to 
Kamloops, so it will be 
particularly meaningful to 

bring the piece back to the area that 
sparked the latest round of energy 
around recovering and honouring the 
children who were lost,” she said.

To see pictures of the 
Remembering the Children diocesan 
weaving project, follow  
@rememberthechildren.dioedm  
on Instagram or visit  
edmonton.anglican.ca/what-we-do/
indigenous-ministries.

Gathering in a Sacred Circle 
on the grounds of the 
Morning Sky Health and 

Wellness Society in Frog Lake 
against a backdrop of four tipis, 
nearly 60 people from four parishes 
experienced together an Indigenous 
expression of Anglican worship 
on Sunday, June 19, the National 
Indigenous Day of Prayer. 

The service was an opportunity 
for the neighbouring parishes of St. 

Mary’s in Edgerton, St. Thomas’ 
in Wainwright, and St. Saviour’s 
in Vermilion to join the Church of 
the Nativity, Frog Lake in an act of 
reconciliation and friendship. 

Following the Standing Stones 
liturgy, and worshipping to flute 
music and an Honour Song, the 
congregation learned to smudge and 
listened to an Indigenous teaching 
story about reconciling relationships 
called “The Blind Hunter.”

The National Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) 
defines reconciliation in the context 

of the relationship between Canada, 
the churches and Indigenous 
people, as an “ongoing process 
of establishing and maintaining 
respectful relationships.” 

The outpouring of sorrow and 
anger across Turtle Island following 
the discovery of unmarked graves 
on the grounds of former Residential 
Schools is a testament to the need 
for the Church to continuously 
work toward repairing its broken 
relationship with the First Peoples of 
this land. 

Continued on page 8.

PFr. Michael Lapsley, Canon 
for Healing and Reconciliation in 
Edmonton diocese, is scheduled to 
lead three events this month:  

• September 20-22: Healing
of Memories Residential
Workshop.This is an opportunity
to experience the Healing
of Memories method (see
healing-memories.org) in a safe,
supportive environment. Limited
space available.

• September 23-24: Facilitator
Training. Join the diocesan
team of workshop facilitators
as we build this important
ministry. Participants must have
attended at least one Healing
of Memories Workshop.

• September 24, 6:00pm: Free
public event: Courageous
Conversations with Fr. Michael,
hosted by St. Faith's Anglican
Church, 11725–93 Street NW,
Edmonton.

For more information or 
to register for the Residential 
Workshop at Star of the North 
Retreat Centre, St. Albert, visit 
healingofmemoriesyeg.ca 

These events and ongoing 
ministry help fulfill the principle of All 
Relations and the goals of Beloved 
Community and Reparation, found 
in the Diocese of Edmonton's 
strategy document Finding Our 
Way. See edmonton.anglican.ca.

Fr. Michael Lapsley SSM in Edmonton, 2018.

Healing of Memories Events Provide Opportunity to 
Participate in Diocesan Ministry of Reconciliation

Neighbouring parishes worship on Frog Lake First Nation
FRED MATTHEWS

Lay Reader-in-Charge
Church of the Nativity, Frog Lake

Rachael Parker presides at Holy Communion 
assisted by Fred Matthews at the National 
Indigenous Day of Prayer Service, June 19.

Weaving dedicated in remembrance of the children
National Indigenous Day of Prayer

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Pictured above left: a smudge is prepared and the textile woven to commemorate children who did not 
survive the Residential School system stretches down the center aisle of All Saints' Cathedral. Above right: 
participants lift the textile as part of the dedication service.       Photos: Hugh Matheson, Janice Hurlburt
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Continued from page 7.

Gordon Hills, lay 
reader at St. Saviour’s, read 
Matthew 5:1-12 from the 
First Nations Version, an 
Indigenous Translation of 
the New Testament, and led 
us in the prayer of the four 
directions. The Rev. Rachael 
Parker, rector of St. Mary’s, 
Edgerton and St. Thomas’, 
Wainwright, celebrated Holy 
Communion with an Indigenous 
expression of the Eucharistic Prayer, 
offering bannock and berries in place 
of communion wafers. 

“How do we return to being in a 
good relationship with one another?” 
asked Fred Matthews, lay reader-in-
charge of the Church of the Nativity, 
Frog Lake, in his sermon. As an 
illustration, he told the story of an 
encounter between a Cree warrior 
and a Blackfoot warrior at the place 
that came to be called witiskiwin 
spatinow or “the place where peace 
was made,” which led to a treaty 

and peace between two nations. He 
linked this story to the Beatitudes; 
how from the Sermon on the Mount 
we learned the importance of being 
merciful peacemakers who love our 
enemies. 

Love of God and neighbour, a 
central message of the Gospels, was 
also central to many Indigenous 
teachings, such as the Cree teaching 
of Wahkotowin, the Annishnabe 
Seven Sacred Teachings, and 
the Haudenosaunee’s Great Law 
of Peace. Matthews explained 
the concept of love in the New 
Testament using Paul’s words 

in 1 Corinthians 13. The sermon 
concluded with Matthews' expression 
of hope that this day would be the 
beginning of a relationship between 
four parishes that will show the 
world what it means to be in a good 
relationship with one another.

Following the service, the 
congregation participated in a pipe 
ceremony led by local Elder Melvin 
Abraham, which was followed 
by a traditional feast. It was an 
opportunity for members of the 
neighbouring parishes to experience 
an important sacred ceremony, many 
for the first time. After the blessing 

of the food through 
smudge, the congregation 
experienced Indigenous 
hospitality and ways of 
being in good relationship 
through the sharing of 
food. 

National Indigenous 
Day of Prayer was a day 
in which we all came 
together as relatives to 
share our love for one 
another and our love 

of God. In a touching gesture 
of love and friendship, the Rev. 
Rachael Parker and Joann Mones, 
administrator of St. Saviour’s, were 
both gifted ribbon skirts by a new 
member of Church of the Nativity. 

“We hope we can continue to 
foster this new relationship and 
seek other opportunities to learn and 
worship together,” says Matthews.

To learn more and help support 
Indigenous ministries in the 
Edmonton diocese, please visit: 
edmonton.anglican.ca/what-we-do/
indigenous-ministries

Life in the Diocese

The rector of St. Patrick’s 
Anglican Church in 
Edmonton has been 

appointed as secretary of the 
Advisory Committee on Postulants 
for Ordination (ACPO) for the 
Ecclesiastical Province of Rupert’s 
Land. 

As provincial secretary, the Rev. 
Kevin Kraglund, who succeeds the 
Ven. Dr. Pilar Gateman from the 
Diocese of Calgary, will organise the 
2022 ACPO Conference, to be held 
from October 13-16, at Providence 
Renewal Centre in Edmonton. 

ACPO conferences, held 
annually or semi-annually in each 
of the four Ecclesiastical Provinces 
across Canada, recommend 

candidates for ordination to the 
priesthood. This gathering will be 
attended by local candidates who 
sense a calling to priestly ministry, 

as well as assessors, a chaplain, the 
secretary, and the Rt. Rev. Stephen 
London, Provincial ACPO Bishop. 

“It is the primary responsibility 
of ACPO to assess for the wider 
church on issues related to call, 
character, and charisms relative to 
priestly ministry,” says Kraglund.

Reflecting on the theme of 
discernment, Kraglund says he is 
reminded of Thomas H. Green’s 
words in his book entitled, Weeds 
Among the Wheat: “Each of us has 
a unique personal vocation to live. 
No two of us hear exactly the same 
call from the Lord; no two of us 
live exactly the same life.” During 
an ACPO weekend, candidates and 
assessors enter into an intentional 
process of discerning this call. 
And as Green goes on to say, 

“Discernment, like prayer, is an art: 
that is, it is learned by doing it and 
not just by reading about it.” During 
ACPO, discernment is learned by 
doing.

Kraglund attended the ACPO 
conference in 2001 and was ordained 
a priest by Bishop Victoria Matthews 
in 2003. He says although he had 
some anxiety about whether he 
would be recommended for priestly 
ministry, it was a “profoundly 
spiritual experience. Looking back, 
ACPO really was an instrumental 
part of my priestly formation 
and discernment of that call. It’s 
an honour, privilege, and joy to 
join with others in the task of 
discernment as we together follow 
Jesus and live into our baptismal 
covenantal callings.”

Diocese to play key role in ordination process 

Edmonton priest, Kevin Kraglund appointed 
ACPO secretary.

Continued from page 8.

“Together on the way” also 
describes the leadership style 
reflected in the Episcope Circle. 

“Creating this thing called the 
Episcope Circle,” says Sharman, 
“is an attempt to be more explicit 
and intentional about the extended 
and shared nature of the bishop’s 
ministry of ‘oversight’ (in Greek, 
‘episcope’). Rather than an 
occasional consultative meeting with 
the bishop, as though the bishop is 

essentially a solo leader, it is meant 
to serve as an ongoing forum to 
ensure that the bishop never walks 
alone. In this model of episcopacy, 
the bishop is always discerning the 
Spirit and making decisions in a 
collegial and collaborative manner 
with other voices and perspectives in 
the room.”

The Episcope Circle meets 
regularly to pray, share, and discuss 
a wide range of issues relevant to 
the life of the diocese: discipleship, 
congregational development, 

administration, human resources, 
the pastoral care and spiritual 
formation of the college of clergy, 
the work of decolonisation, justice, 
and right relations with Indigenous 
communities, social and ecological 
justice, ecumenical and interfaith 
relations, vocational discernment, 
theological education, and more.

“Together on the way” has also 
become the theme for the Synod 
gathering in October. In preparation 
for synod, Bishop Steve sought 
input on the challenges facing the 

diocese, as well as ways to meet 
those challenges. He heard not only 
from the Episcope Circle, but from 
people and parishes throughout the 
diocese. The resulting document, 
Finding Our Way, articulates five 
principles and 12 goals, most of 
which include a direct call for 
building relationship and consensus 
as the diocese moves “together on 
the way” into the future. 

(See page 6: Diocese helps forge 
strategic planning document.)

Episcope Circle: collegial leadership in Edmonton diocese, cont. 

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Neighbouring parishes worship on Frog Lake First Nation, cont.

Fred Matthews drumming and serving communion at Day of Prayer service. Photos: Joann Mones, St. Saviour’s, Vermilion
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Continued from front page. 

In the 1980s, Dyck was 
active in a Mennonite Brethren 
church plant in Ottawa, which 
is also where he met Joy. They 
now have two children: Justine 
and James, and a newborn 
granddaughter, Aviv Grace, who 
attended the ordination service. 

Dyck studied at the 
Mennonite Brethren Biblical 
Seminary in California, then 
pastored churches in northwest 
B.C. and Alberta. 

He and Joy began attending 
All Saints’ Cathedral during “a 
dark period in my life.  They 
found the liturgy helped to 
ground tham in their faith: 

"It gave us another language 
for worship.” They became 
Anglicans and he was ordained 
a deacon in the Anglican 
Church of Canada by Bishop 
Jane Alexander in 2014.

Dyck says ministering 
to people in St. Faith’s 
community circle through the 
parish’s community meals and 
reintegration programs, has 
given him opportunities to help 
people in crisis or when they 
need a hand or direction to 
community services. 

“Most importantly, I am 
here to help provide a place 
of safety and peace,” says Dyck 
who is the program coordinator for 
Edmonton Circles of Support and 
Accountability and pastoral liaison 
for Celebrate Recovery. 

Lisa Wojna was presented for 
ordination to the diaconate by the 
Rev. Susan Ormsbee, Sharon Kobe, 
and Valerie Wilbur on behalf of the 
examining chaplains. 

She experienced her first call 
to ministry as a very young child 
embracing the liturgy of the Anglican 
church while sitting in the pew 

beside her grandmother, rather than 
choosing to go to Sunday School. 
Later, as a young person growing 
up in the wilderness of Whiteshell 
Provincial Park of southeast 
Manitoba, where she was able to 
“just be with God in silence and 
solitude,” she explored her faith and 
church widely by attending youth 
groups with her friends from other 
denominations and reading books.

“But at that time, women in the 
priesthood were not part of my lived 
experience and when they were I 
certainly didn't feel worthy of joining 

their ranks,” she says. 
After “praying for the Spirit 

to open the right doors at the right 
time,” she returned to seminary to 
complete a Master of Theological 
Studies degree and pursue clinical 
pastoral education. She currently 
serves as a full-time chaplain at Grey 
Nuns Community Hospital. 

Together with her husband Garry 
(the couple has five children and 
four grandchildren), she is raising 
their two-year-old great-grandchild 
Autumn. “She sat through my 
ordination without a whimper of 

complaint,” says Wojna. 
Wojna looks forward to: 

“continuing to live out the servant's 
heart of the diaconate in that role, 
as well as actively supporting St. 
Paul's, Leduc until God leads me 
elsewhere.”

Bishop London thanked Dyck 
and Wojna for saying “yes, to God’s 
call” by offering their gifts to the 
whole and, in so doing, “helping to 
transform a broken world through 
grace by pointing to a vision of 
a world recreated in the love and 
goodness of God.”

Life in the Diocese

Deacon and priest called to be "agents of healing, 
goodness, beauty and kindness" - continued

Pictured above: Bishop Stephen London presents Arthur Dyck with a paten and chalice as symbol of his priesthood; Scott Sharman and Ruth Sesink-
Bott assist in vesting Lisa Wojna as she is ordained to the diaconate. Pictured below: Arthur Dyck and Lisa Wojna sign oaths witnessed by the diocesan 
chancellor, Lois MacLean; clergy support the ordinands with their presence and prayers. 

During the Service of Ordination on June 29, 2022, Bishop 
Stephen London gave thanks for the ministry of the Ven. Lee 
Bezanson as an Archdeacon in the Diocese of Edmonton. Though 
he is stepping down from his role as Executive Archdeacon, 
Bezanson will continue his ministry as rector of St. Matthew’s, 
St. Albert. 

“I have appreciated not only your counsel and wisdom but 
your kindness and your presence,” said London. “Thank you, Lee. 
Your service to this diocese is incomparable.”

Prior to joining the Edmonton diocese, where he previously 
served as rector of Good Shepherd, Edmonton, Edmonton West 
Regional Dean, and rector of All Saints’ Cathedral and Dean of 
Edmonton, Bezanson served in the Diocese of Kootenay and the 
Canadian Armed Forces. He was collated as an Archdeacon in the 
Stall of St. Peter in 2010.

Archdeacon Lee Bezanson Honoured for Service
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Led by Bishop Stephen 
London, staff from the 
Anglican Diocese of 

Edmonton Synod Office headed 
south across the North Saskatchewan 
River in May. They were welcomed 
by Bishop Larry Kochendorfer and 
staff of the Alberta and Territories 
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada (ELCiC) at 
Trinity Lutheran Church for a time 
of devotions and fellowship. 

Although the two denominations 
share full communion, and there 
have been many years of cooperation 
between the diocese and the synod, it 
was the first time meeting in person 
for several of the staff members. 
The group also welcomed the Rev. 
James Lavoy, pastor of Rio Terrace 
Moravian Church. The Anglican 

Church of Canada and the ELCiC 
are working toward extending full 
communion to the Moravian Church 
in Canada.

Over a delicious spread of 
home-baked goodies, coffee and tea, 
the Christian neighbours spent time 
getting to know each other. They 
contemplated a passage from John 

17 in which Jesus prays to the Father 
that his followers “may be one, just 
as We are one; I in them and You in 
Me, that they may be perfected in 
unity, so that the world may know 
that You sent Me, and loved them, 
even as You have loved Me.” (John 
17:22, 23) Bishop Larry insisted 
he had not deliberately chosen the 

passage, though it 
could not have been 
more appropriate 
for the ecumenical 
gathering.

The Rev. Prema 
Samuel, Assistant to 
the (Lutheran) Bishop 
for Congregational 
Life, led the group in 
Holy Communion. 
Then with the time 
remaining, Bishop 
Larry provided a 

tour of the synod offices and Trinity 
Lutheran Church, which is part of 
the Luther Centre complex where the 
offices are housed. 

The ecumenical group will 
continue to find ways to connect. 
Edmonton diocese will host the 
next gathering. The date is yet to be 
determined.

Life in the Diocese

What does it mean to be 
poor? Maid is a memoir 
(made into a Netflix 

series) by Stephanie Land about 
her experience fleeing an abusive 
relationship with a young daughter 
and very little money.

Land’s relationship with her own 
parents is troubled. Her father is a 
builder by trade, but homes were 
not being built during the economic 
downturn of 2008. He is abusive 
to his partner and is unsympathetic 
to Stephanie when she leaves the 

father of her child. Her 
mother, who lives in 
Europe, is in and out of 
her life. She is afraid to 
divulge her problems to 
others.

Land’s memoire is 
a first-hand account of 
the systemic injustice 
people living in poverty 
continually face. The 
programs designed to 
help people in her situation involve 
endless applications and paperwork. 
Every dollar of income earned by a 
subsidy recipient must be reported 
and their subsidised rent is adjusted 
accordingly. Thus, when Land’s 
income increases, she must pay more 
for housing and daycare. 

When she can find affordable 
housing, Land is often fearful of 
others in her housing complex. Her 
love for her daughter is evident, but 
she also carries the guilt of not being 
able to provide quality daycare, 

proper nutrition and a 
safe place to live.

Though Land 
lives in the United 
States, the Canadian 
system is comparable. 
The paperwork for 
subsidies and other 
benefits is endless, and 
affordable housing is 
not on par with the 
demand. One wonders 

how the system could be made 
kinder.

Land is stigmatised for accessing 
food banks, and frequently goes 
hungry. She chooses to use the few 
food stamps she receives to feed her 
daughter, Mia.

Before Mia's birth, Land had 
worked in restaurants, bars and for 
seasonal landscaping companies. 
She finds work with a housekeeping 
agency, which pays $6/hour after 
cleaning expenses and fuel.

The daily struggles of living in 

poverty wreak emotional havoc on 
Land, who is without the support of 
family and friends. One can feel her 
longing for maternal and paternal 
presences in her life. Occasionally, 
she encounters people who offer her 
encouragement. 

She channels her loneliness and 
despair into writing and is eventually 
accepted into a writing program in 
Missoula, Montana. She applies for 
student loans and takes the brave 
step of leaving the coast and moving 
to Missoula where she earns a 
university degree. She has written 
extensively about issues of poverty 
in America.

Reading Maid, I had the sense 
I’m too far removed from the 
issues confronting people living in 
poverty. God’s Kingdom will not be 
ushered in until we are in solidarity 
with each other to end poverty. 
Making an effort to understand the 
complex nature of poverty and its 
consequences is a good place to start.

Maid by Stephanie Land highlights real-life issues of poverty

MARION BULMER
St. Thomas, Sherwood Park

MESSENGER Staff

Pictured from left: Marla Berg, Prema Samuel, James Lavoy, Sheryl Burry, Scott Sharman, Shelly King,  
Bishop Stephen London, Bishop Larry Kochendorfer, Alex Meek, Margaret Glidden, Faith Nostbakken.

Synod staff forge friendships with ecumenical partners

The Diocese of Edmonton 
ACW Annual Meeting, 
held on the first Saturday in 

May, began with a eucharist service 
celebrated by the Rev. Christopher 
Cook, ACW Chaplain. 

Preaching on the theme of 
“Thrive!” Cook said: “Growth in 
spiritual maturity includes our desire 
and willingness for God to shape us 
and let us thrive in our relationship 
with God.” 

The service, business meeting 
and lunch were held at St. Matthias 
Anglican Church in Edmonton. 
Bishop Stephen London brought 
greetings from the Edmonton 
diocese. ACW National President 
Margaret Warwick, a member of 
Good Shepherd, Edmonton, was the 
guest speaker. 

Diocesan ACW President Elaine 
Dickie welcomed two members 
to the executive board: the Rev. 
Ann Marie Nicklin as Christian 
Education Secretary; Kathy Budd 

as Social Action Secretary. She 
presented a Life Member pin to 
Ursula Stewart who helped start 
the St. Columba, Beaumont ACW 
branch nearly 40 years ago. Lois 
Watson, also a founding member 
of St. Columba, Beaumont, was 
presented her Life Member pin 
during a service at St. Columba last 
March. 

The meeting concluded with 
lunch and fellowship. You can 
watch a video of the eucharist 
service on the Edmonton ACW 

Facebook page: facebook.com/
ACWDioceseofEdmonton 

ACW annual meeting encouraged to thrive!
MARGARET GLIDDEN

Edmonton Editor

Bishop Stephen London addresses ACW.
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The opportunity to spend two 
wonderful weeks in Canada’s 
north running an On Eagle’s 

Wings (OEW) Bible Camp was a 
dream come true for our volunteer 
team.  

We didn't imagine it would be 
possible his summer! In March, 
when OEW Ministry Director Robin 
Abrol and Executive Director the 
Rev. Lesley Hand, came out from 
Edmonton to present to the Holy 
Trinity Anglican/Lutheran Church in 
Edson about the work of On Eagle’s 
Wings, particularly the Bible Camps 
held in summers prior to COVID, the 
Arctic was still closed to outsiders.

But the adventure called to me 
Sheryl Dubois and Beverly Kazoleas 
and our team was born. 

Time passed quickly with no 
concrete plans in place. The dates 
each of us was free didn’t seem 
to work. Contacts in the various 
northern communities had been lost 
over time. It began to seem likely the 
opportunity would be for next year. 

Then, with the beginning of June 
came dates and places, followed 
quickly by plane tickets to Inuvik! 
Planning began in earnest. 

The parish of Holy Trinity and 
Pastor Johnny Pooten were very 
supportive of our endeavour, sending 
emails of support and financial 
assistance flying over the internet. 
Five special ladies helped us create 
the materials for the crafts suggested 
in the curriculum we received. We 
were truly carried on the prayers of 
so many! 

We left in the early morning of 
July 8, bound for Edmonton for a 
final meeting with Robin (Abrol). 
And Saturday morning we were 
off to the airport bound for our first 

camp. We arrived in Inuvik via 
Yellowknife and Norman Wells, to 
find Lesley (Hand) waiting for us. 
The local Catholic priest came to our 
aid, and we were soon part of a two-
car convoy to Tuktoyaktuk (Tuk). Fr. 
Fredrick, Lesley, volunteer Maureen 
(the two had just finished their own 
week in Inuvik), and the three of us 
all landed on Sr. Fay’s doorstep in 
time for dinner (seems to be a habit 
of her guests).

Our home base for the week was 
the Mission House in Tuk, and our 
hostess provided the best possible 
introduction to the local community. 
We met a lot of the local people 
through Sr. Fay, including elders 
and young people. In all, 17 children 
(an average of 12 per day) attended 
Bible Camp. Lesley and Maureen 
helped us the first day and we were 
able to get some great photos! After 
that, we were on our own and photo-
taking was not a priority. 

Our biggest challenge in Tuk 
was doing what we could to support 
the community following news 
of a death by suicide affecting the 
church elder’s family. It was the 
second suicide in the community in 
three weeks. Sr. Fay took advantage 
of our presence in the hall and 

hosted an open house for the young 
people to be together. A local elder 
came with his guitar to jam with 
the youth. Several mental health 
and other helping professionals, as 
well as interested adults from the 
community, were also present. We 
offered rock painting and beading 
activities. (To think, we very nearly 
left the acrylic paints for the rocks at 
home!) All told, Sr. Fay could name 
35 in attendance at our impromptu 
youth gathering. 

At the last minute, we were 
told there was a plan to get us from 
Inuvik to Fort McPherson and, all 
too soon, we were on the road back 
to Inuvik in the trusty, rusty, rented 
vehicle we nicknamed Betsy. 

As Vicky, our ride to Fort 
McPherson drove, she pointed to 
sights along the road we might have 
missed including the “Hollywood 
of the North” sign on a hillside: 
Tsiigehtchic! She toured us around 
her entire hometown as we waited to 
find out who might have a key to let 
us into our accommodation. When 
the padlock on the Mission House 
had to be cut off to let us in, Vicky 
brought us a new one.

We met Deacon Rebecca, Elder 
Joane Snowshoe (retired priest), 

Intern Harlen and members of the 
community on Sunday morning at 
the Anglican church. The service, 
half in English and half in Gwich’in, 
was fascinating.

That week we could walk to 
the Bible Camp Lodge which was 
outside our back door. We had a 
small number of five children, but 
those children brought an abundance 
of joy! We were blessed with the 
opportunity to visit the local fish 
camp, and by visits from an elder 
who had long taught the local 
Gwich’in language. We also met 
her nephew, bearing a treasured 
and well-used copy of a Grammar 
of the local language, and a local 
government worker who had 
attended Residential Schools. 
We received a warm welcome 
everywhere we went.

The fabulous people and 
delightful children are among 
the highlights of our first trip to 
the far north. As are the amazing 
landscapes, caribou, and traditional 
food: muk tuk (whale blubber), bipsi 
and whitefish. 

We bid farewell to the people of 
northern communities with far more 
than we left behind. We left with a 
renewed sense that God provides, 
often last-minute, without warning, 
but He provides. 

The northern people we met are 
strong, loving and faithful. They 
demonstrated how God is central 
to every aspect of life in the north. 
We were humbled by the openness 
of the people in the communities 
we visited, and their willingness to 
share. Their connection to the land 
and a strong desire to pass it on to 
future generations taught us to pay 
close attention and not ignore issues 
threatening the land. 

We came home 'One in the 
Spirit.’ 

Divine provision makes service in the Arctic possible
Outreach

LAURA ROOME
Holy Trinity Anglican/Lutheran 

Parish, Edson

Pictured from left: intrepid adventurers Beverly Kazoleas, Sheryl Dubois and Laura Roome.

Ladies of the All Saints', 
Drayton Valley ACW 
welcomed their church and 

community to a Strawberry Tea and 
Perennial Plant Sale in the spring. 

“We thank the ACW and other 
members of the congregation who 
helped make our Strawberry Tea and 
Perennial Plant Sale a success,” says 
Miriam Roberts, All Saints’, Drayton 
Valley ACW President. “The ladies 
serving the tea enjoyed being with 
visitors to the church who in turn 
enjoyed the fellowship.”

People selling the plants were 
happy to share planting tips and 
pictures of assorted plants in bloom, 
and customers were happy with the 
prices. “We also emphasised that the 
plants were acclimatised to the soil 
in our gardens," Roberts says.

There were no expenses 
incurred for the plant sale, as the 
plants were all from the gardens of 
church members who reused pots 
and planter boxes. Many hours of 
love and care went into making the 
event possible. Preparations included 
sourcing cake for the tea, dividing 
perennials from church members' 

gardens, setting up the church with 
linen tablecloths, displaying the 
plants in an aesthetically pleasing 
manner in the church’s front foyer 
and, finally, overseeing the sale on 
Saturday. 

Roberts adds that the key to a 
positive experience was providing 
the community with notice well in 
advance of the event. Organisers 
advertised on community Facebook 
pages, in church newsletters, and on 
posters displayed throughout town. 

"If we have enough help, we 
will do it again, probably on the last 
Saturday of May,” she says.

All Saints', Drayton Valley tea and plant sale a success
The Rev. CHRISTOPHER COOK

Rector, All Saints', Drayton Valley
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A week before turning 65 this 
July, Base Camp Director 
Mark Armstrong had a pre-

birthday celebration with friends 
in the beautiful Alberta wilderness; 
something he has done many times 
over the past four decades.

"Dr. Mark," as Armstrong is 
affectionately known by campers and 
staff, fell in love with the outdoors 
as a young man working as a camp 
counsellor, and later as an assistant 
director, in Ontario in the mid-1970s.

A few years later, when he 
and Fran moved to Edmonton to 
establish their family medicine and 
veterinary practices, he was recruited 
to the Edmonton diocese’s camping 
committee by the Rev. Ed McNeill.

Over four decades, Armstrong 
has guided the diocesan camping 
program through many changes. At 
one time, diocesan camps included 
Camp Come Alive for younger 
children (grades 2-4 and 4-6) and 
Base Camp for Junior High-aged 
youth, as well as the North Canoe 
Voyageur run by Priscilla Haskin 
who took teens canoeing down the 
North Saskatchewan River and lakes 
in AB, BC and SK.

“Priscilla has been instrumental 
in promoting canoeing and 
wilderness first-aid across the 
country,” qualifying both Dr. Mark 
and two of his children as canoe 
instructors.

Armstrong is grateful for all 
“the enthusiastic, energetic, talented 
and giving people” he has had the 
pleasure of meeting and working 
with over the years.”

Camp Come Alive, consisting 
of two, one-week camps held in 
various locations including Camp 
Encounter, Camp Oselia, and Camp 
Van Es, was operated by many 
dedicated and talented directors 
and staff, including (in no particular 
order): Judy Yawney. Tim Campbell, 
Chelsy Stevens (Bouwman), 
Maddie Urion, Quinn Strikwerda, 
Colleen Sanderson, Jon and Megan 
Crane, Stephen and Stephanie 
London, Laurel Franks, Dan Helm, 
Mavis McDonald, Audrey Aylard, 
Greg Aylard, Tom Dean, Heather 
Liddell, Greg Kerr Wilson, Lisa 
Barrowclough, Neil Gordon, David 
and Susan Daniel, Deb Stevens, to 
mention only a few!”

Armstrong says it was often 
a challenge to recruit and bring 
together staff of all ages for Camp 
Come Alive. When the opportunity 
arose to merge the Edmonton 
diocese’s camps for younger children 

with the Lutheran Hastings Lake 
Bible Camp (HLBC), Camp Come 
Alive was discontinued.

“Some of our energetic and 
experienced leaders, such as Canon 
Chelsy Bouwman, nee Stevens, went 
on to direct camps at Hastings Lake, 
and serve on their board.”

Around 1989-90, Armstrong 
began directing Base Camp 
(Archbishop John Privett was the 
program’s first director before 
relocating to BC).

Over the past 30-plus years, 
he says, “we have explored the 
province from William Switzer 
Park (northwest of Hinton and 
Jasper) to Lesser Slave Lake, Lac La 
Biche, Cold Lake, to Tolman East 
Provincial Park and the Red Deer 
River and Drumheller area.”

Base campers must commit to 
following three basic rules: love and 
respect God and God's creation, love 
your neighbour as yourself and love 
yourself. “That let us be open to each 
other and realise our potential by 
experiencing the wonder of God's 
creation around us.  We gave thanks 
by worshipping together and singing 
God's praise as well as traditional 
and silly campfire songs!”

In addition to directing Base 
Camp, Armstrong has organised staff 

training sessions and helped plan 
year-round events to keep diocesan 
youth engaged and interested. These 
activities, as opportunity and staff 
have allowed, have included bowling 
parties, sleigh rides, and fall and 
winter camps (hosted on occasion in 
cooperation with the Moravians).

As chair of the Edmonton 
diocese’s Camping Committee, he 
served as the Anglican diocesan 
representative on the Lutheran 
Outdoor Ministry of Alberta and 
the North (LOMAN) board, where 
he “helped to foster our shared 
communion.”

Over the years, Armstrong 
says many faithful and dedicated 
people have served alongside him 
on the camp committee, which 
was disbanded after North Canoe 
and Camp Come Alive had been 
discontinued. He recalls with great 
fondness people like Ed and Melissa 
Lee, Priscilla Haskin, Judy Yawney, 
Laurel Franks, Dan Helm, Peggy-
Anne Field, Stephanie London, 
Colleen Sanderson, Alison Lovejoy 
and others who “volunteered 
countless hours to youth ministry.”

Base Camp, he says, has gifted 
him with opportunities to build up 
new communities “living their faith 
as a group. Our talented chaplains 

directed discussions around 
Christianity and life. And the staff 
creatively tied themes into everyday 
camp life (the different camp and 
tent areas were named after places 
associated with the various themes).”

Every camp had a theme, such 
as: The Lion the Witch and the 
Wardrobe, Monty Python and the 
Holy Grail, Star Wars, The Hobbit, 
Lord of the Rings, Harry Potter, 
Mary Poppins, and A Series of 
Unfortunate Events.

Base Campers learned 
respectful ways to resolve conflict 
and deal with bullying, while also 
participating in camp activities like 
building campfires, canoeing, hiking, 
setting up tents, playing cooperative 
games, and doing arts and crafts, 
such as weaving, silk screening, 
wood whittling and carving.

While he has favourite moments 
“from every camp I have done,” 
Armstrong says some of his most 
memorable moments are: seeing 
someone climb up to explore the 
Cadomin caves, seeing the joy 
of campers whitewater rafting or 
horseback riding, being tipped in a 
canoe, singing "Go Now In Peace" 
in an eight-part round around a 
campfire, square dancing at camp, 
midnight hikes, different camp 
pranks, and hosting Rocky Mountain 
naturalist and author Ben Gadd who 
gave a talk to the campers.

“My heart overflows with 
wonderful memories of wonderful 
people and great food,” he says.

Some of the qualities Armstrong 
says the next diocesan camp director 
will need to pack in his kit are 
patience, the ability to perceive, 
listen and communicate; enthusiasm, 
and the ability to delegate to and 
support staff.

“I am still working on some of 
those!”

As well, he says staff should be 
prepared to review the community 
rules and know each camper by 
name by the end of the first day.

“Help them to feel welcome and 
invited into the group.”

Recently retired, Dr. Mark says it 
is time to “pass the torch to younger 
people with energy, enthusiasm, and 
fire in their bellies!”

Though he will “dearly miss the 
camp family,” he is looking forward 
to camping and canoeing with his 
own family and he hopes to spend 
more time with his now two-year-old 
granddaughter in Ontario. He also 
recently rekindled his love of choral 
music and has joined the Cathedral 
choir.

End of an Era

After 40 years, Dr. Mark says 'Go Now in Peace' to Base Camp

Pictured above: Dr. Mark leads 2017 canoeing 
expedition on the Red Deer River; right: 2007 
campfire (one of many over the years) and 
2017 winter camp snowshoeing at Susan and 
David Daniel's farm; below: canoeing in 2016 
and swimming at Dr. Mark's final Base Camp in 
2019, both at Sir Winston Churchill Park.

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor


