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On the first Sunday of 
February, Bishop Stephen 
London confirmed seven 

young people at St. Faith’s, 
Edmonton, and joined the Lodgepole 
Communitas in celebrating its 
network of supportive relationships.

During the Bleeding Heart 
Service – a service of creative 
reflection incorporating many 
different voices – the Venerable 
Travis Enright, rector of St. Faith’s 
and St. Mary’s, described the 
Lodgepole Communitas as a network 
of partnerships casting out from St. 
Faith’s like a spiderweb. 

Connected to St. Faith’s, a 

presence in the Alberta Avenue 
neighbourhood of Edmonton 
for more than 70 years, is the 
PrayerWorks Common community 
which provides hearty meals several 
times a week to anyone in need. 
The Lodgepole bakery and market 
is a social enterprise business 
producing – among other delicious 
goods - freshly-baked sour dough 
bread. The market provides space 
for local vendors and aims to be 
self-sustaining in its operations, 
while providing education, work 
experience and remuneration for 
community members. The Celebrate 
Recovery support group also meets 
at St. Faith’s every Friday evening.

A more recent addition to the 
Lodgepole Communitas is the parish 
of St. Mary’s in the Highlands. St. 
Mary’s is now home Bleeding Heart 
Art Space (previously located on 
Alberta Avenue), bringing together 
local artists, musicians and faith 
expressions. 

Over the past two years, the 
Lodgepole Communitas has become 
an example of a local Ecumenical 
Shared Ministry partnership. Avenue 
Church, from the Christian Reformed 
Church denomination, worships at 
St. Faith’s. While maintaining its 
own Sunday service, Avenue Church 
is now an integral partner in all other 
aspects of the communitas. This 

complex, but life-giving network 
of partnerships also includes the 
reintegration community and their 
chaplain.

Woven throughout the 
communitas is the Standing Stones 
initiative which blends traditional 
Indigenous spiritual practice with 
traditional Anglican liturgies through 
worship, teaching circles and 
dialogue.

“It (Lodgepole Communitas) is 
a chosen community bound together 
for the mission of Jesus Christ,” said 
Archdeacon Enright. “There is in this 
a mutuality of blessing. It’s all of us 
sharing together.” 

Continued on next page. 
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Bishop Stephen blesses confirmands and Lodgepole Communitas - 
a diverse network of ecumenical and community partnerships 

Pictured clockwise from top: Bishop’s Chaplain and Gospeller Jordan Giggey (left) and Archdeacon for Reconciliation and Decolonization Travis Enright look 
on as Bishop Stephen London prays over a confirmand; Joanne Jones (left) and Irene Nattress lead the smudge ceremony with Travis Enright; Betty Kaahwa 
(left) and Esther Nandawula dance as Don Halvorson, Bliss Robinson, St. Faith’s Honorary Assistant Arthur Dyck and Bishop Stephen London clap and sing in the 
background; St. Faith’s Honorary Assistant Linda Whittle reads a lesson.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
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St. Timothy’s Anglican Church 
in Edmonton celebrated the 
confirmation of two of its 

members on Sunday, January 30. 
Bishop Stephen London was pleased 
to confirm both Linda Payne and 
Gillian Appleyard.

“One of the great things about 
confirmation,” says the Bishop, 
“is hearing people’s stories of why 
they want to come forward to be 
confirmed in faith. They come from 
different backgrounds and every 
story is unique. I always appreciate 
it when people have the courage to 
confirm their faith publicly. And I 
think it re-grounds all of us in our 
faith as well.”

Confirmand Linda Payne 
was raised in the United Church 
of Canada and discovered the 
Anglican Church not long before 
the pandemic began. The Rev. Clare 
Stewart, rector of St. Timothy’s, 
says Linda “was keen to become 
an official member of the Anglican 
Church and actually chose to hold 
off receiving Holy Communion until 
her confirmation.” As 2023 begins, 
Linda is now sharing her gifts at St. 
Tim’s, helping with coffee hour and 
altar guild.

Gillian Appleyard is the third 
generation of her family to be 
active members of St. Timothy's. 
“Gillian is our go-to person for 
live-streaming our services,” says 
Stewart. “One Sunday morning, 
things were not working correctly. 
As I stood before the congregation 
to share announcements prior to the 
service, I joked, ‘where is Gillian 
when you need her?’ The words 
were not out of my mouth, and she 
walked in the door!”

St. Timothy’s relaunched its 
Sunday school program, Kids’ 
Church, during Advent 2022. Not all 
the children were able to be present 
for the confirmation service, but 

those who were there shared 
the song "I have Decided 
to Follow Jesus" with the 
congregation, following Holy 
Eucharist.

The service was followed 
by a fellowship time with 
cakes made by Bronwyn 
Appleyard and other 
goodies brought by members of the 
congregation.

During the laying on of hands, 
Stewart invited the families of each 
confirmand to stand alongside and 
touch the confirmand’s shoulder, 
reminiscent of the “holy huddle” 
at ordinations. Stewart says she 
first experienced this many years 
ago when her son was confirmed. 
She now encourages families in 
this action each time there is a 
confirmation.  

“When I asked Bishop Steve 
about this ahead of time,” she says, 
“he indicated that, as far as he is 

aware, this was not a tradition in 
the Diocese of Edmonton, but he 
was excited to see how it works. I 
really love the involvement of the 
family because, as I always stress 
for both baptisms and confirmations, 
we do not walk our faith journeys 
alone. The support of the family is 
the constant, whereas clergy are, in 
reality, transient in a person's life.”

Stewart says it was a joy to 
spend Thursday afternoons with 
Linda and Gillian (and Gillian's 
grandmother, Patty, who decided to 
refresh her knowledge) for the 10 
weeks of confirmation preparation. 
They used a resource out of the 

Diocese of Western Newfoundland 
called Grow in the Spirit, that 
Stewart has adapted for small group 
discussions in the local context. 

“All three had lots of questions,” 
she says. “They revealed new 
insights to me, and consistently 
surprised me by asking questions, 
or referring back to our discussions 
weeks later in response to something 
they had observed during our 
Sunday liturgy. We are fortunate to 
have them as members of our St. 
Tim's family, and I am privileged to 
know that I will continue to watch 
them grow and blossom in their 
faith.”

The Rev. Deacon SHELLY KING
Messenger Staff

St. Timothy's Welcomes Two Members into the Anglican Church

Pictured from top: St. Timothy’s 
confirmands Linda Payne (front 
row, third from left) and Gillian 
Appleyard (front row, third 
from right) are joined by their 
families, rector Clare Stewart 
and Bishop Stephen London; 
Kids’ Church singers George, 
David, Victor, Logan, Sunny, 
Diamond.

Bishop Stephen blesses confirmands and Lodgepole Communitas continued
Continued from Front Page.

During the February 5 service, 
Bishop London invited five pastors 
and the members of the different 
communities to come together in a 
joyful celebration of the eucharist, 
followed by Ugandan worship 
dancing.

“It is my joy as a Bishop in the 
Church of God to recognise and 
celebrate those who in the capacities 
granted to them through their own 
churches, are engaged together 

here in this Lodgepole Communitas 
by ministries of word, sacrament, 
service and pastoral care,” he 
said, adding that the five ministers 
committed to this work of humble 
service in the way of Jesus and, in 
turn, invite their congregations to 
walk in this way together.

Bishop London thanked the 
participants for the many ways they 
show God’s love and blessing to their 
communities: “This communitas 
operates in so many ways to be 
blessing by holding worship, 

feeding the hungry, 
reintegrating the 
broken, visiting the 
sick, pioneering new 
ways, ecumenical 
sharing, being the 
beloved community. 
Thank you for being 
the salt of the earth. 
May God continue to 
guide and bless you 
in this amazing work. 
Amen.”
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"Who are you?” This was the 
hidden question throughout 
Jesus’ ministry. John’s 

disciples asked it. Pilate, Herod, 
the leaders of the Temple, the 
Pharisees … all questioned 
Him on it. Jesus asked it of His 
disciples: “Who do you say I 
am?”

The concept of who we are 
is held within the story we tell 
ourselves, of ourselves. What 
is our identity? The world will 
come with many claims: You are 
Canadian. You are male. You are 
female. You are neither. You are both. You are tall. 
You are short. You are kind. You are nasty. You 
are old. You are young. You are “x” – and “x” can 
stand for almost anything.  

But what story do you tell yourself? Who are 
you?

Jesus said, ‘whoever follows me must put 
everything else aside. He must die to everything 
else:’ “If anyone wants to become my follower, 
they must deny themselves, take up their cross, and 
follow me.  For whoever wants to save their life 
will lose it, but whoever loses their life because of 
me and because of the good news will save it.”

The Good News that Jesus was talking about, 

of course, was the news that 
God’s Revolution had begun, 
and the time of God’s Country 
was now. We extend that 
Good News to state that in 
His very death and subsequent 
resurrection, Jesus totally broke 
open any barriers between our 
lives and God’s life – through 
us, God’s Revolution continues, 
and it is now open to any who 
truly wish to join us.

Paul stated: “There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is neither 

male nor female—for all of you are one in Christ 
Jesus,” and “Here there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave or free, but Christ is all and in all.”

You are one in Christ Jesus. Christ is all and in 
all. Everything else must be denied...  

You were born with various attributes: 
physical, mental, etc. You have capabilities 
and have developed gifts. You are unique in 
many ways, and God greatly values you in your 
uniqueness, for He created or enabled them. You 
are overwhelmingly loved by God. All these are 
parts of you, yes. Yet, if you are a follower of 
Christ, that and that alone is your true identity 

– this is what God means when He says, “I am 
a jealous God.” Your story, when you became 
baptised, became that you are a follower of Christ 
first, last, and before all – and God’s Revolution 
continues, in your life and in those you impact, so 
their stories join with your story.

Your story may be: “I was lost and have been 
found, I am forgiven and loved beyond belief, 
and I live to obey Christ as my Lord and Saviour 
because of His love for me.” Or your story may 
be: “I have been raised into the family of Christ 
and don’t know my life beforehand. I do know that 
I am loved beyond belief and have experienced 
forgiveness in many ways and at many times, 
and I live to obey Christ as my Lord and Saviour 
because of His love for me.”  

Regardless of your story, it can be shortened to 
“I am a follower of Christ.” Lent is an important 
time for us to reassess and see if God is still first in 
our lives, if we are living our story with integrity, 
or if other things have taken top spot. It is a good 
time to identify those other things, bring them to 
Jesus, and apologise. It is a good time to work out 
with Jesus on how to lay those other things down 
and have your love for Jesus reclaim first place in 
your heart and in your mind.  

Then, when someone asks, “who are you?” 
you’ll have no problem answering. God bless you 
greatly.

"Lay Evangelist? Me?" If you 
think you would quickly say, 
"no," to that question, I would 

love to invite you to pause. Being 
an evangelist might not be what 
you think it is. For Anglicans, 
evangelism is a loaded word. I 
know working on Jasper Avenue, I 
often walk by the preacher who has 
set up his speaker and microphone 
and spews all kinds of awful stuff 
to the general public. That was 
not Jesus’ way to tell people about 
God’s love and mercy. Jesus was 
about relationship and healing; the 
only people he got upset at were those who use 
their power to degrade others! Again, not Jesus’ 
way. We also know that our church has historically 
used the Christian faith as a way to assimilate 
Indigenous people and to force them to lose their 
language and culture. Again, not Jesus’ way. So 
when Anglicans talk about evangelism, it can’t 

be about a harmful practice. 
Because of harmful practice, 
we have often shied away 
from the whole concept of 
evangelism. 

But we shouldn’t fear 
evangelism done well. 
Evangelism is beautiful when 
done well because it creates 
a holy space for people to 
explore questions of faith. We 
believe in a God who loves 
all people and who has come 
in Jesus to show that love and 
invite people into genuine 

relationship with God. 
I enjoy hearing people talk about how they 

came to know the love of God in their lives. In 
those stories, most of the time there was someone 
in their life who gave them the space and attention 
to ask questions, wrestle with doubt, and walk with 
them. Very often the person who helped them told 

them about their story of faith, how they came to 
know Jesus, what their doubts were and what they 
are still struggling with. Evangelism is ultimately 
about being available to God to help others in their 
journey to faith. There are actually not a lot of 
safe places for people to explore deep questions of 
faith. Can you be that person who creates a holy 
space of safety and goodness to talk about God? 
I think you can. If this interests you, I encourage 
you to pray about it and talk to your priest.

This spring, we are beginning to take 
applications for the next two-year formation cycle 
for the Lay Evangelist program in Edmonton. 
This is a program run by Tim Chesterton from St 
Margaret’s. In the course, participants learn about 
relational evangelism; how to help others grow 
as disciples; how to run an inquirer’s course; how 
to reach out into the community; how to build 
bridges between the church and the world. We will 
have general information out soon. I am excited 
about this program. I invite you to consider if it is 
for you.
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Who are you? You are one in Christ Jesus

Bishop STEPHEN LONDON
Diocese of Edmonton

Bishop DAVID GREENWOOD
Diocese of Athabasca

Lay Evangelists encourage others in their faith
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Bishop David and Benita 
Greenwood led a WHY 
workshop at Christ Church 

in Grande Prairie on January 28. 
The next day, they joined the parish 
for Sunday worship. Christ Church 
is currently interviewing for a parish 
priest. Please pray they hear God’s 
guidance to receive the person God 
is preparing for them.

 Christ Church’s WHY 
statement: 

“To love
So that 
all may grow 
in the family of faith.”

 By:
• Intentional teaching: Sunday 

School, Bible Study, Youth 
Group;

• Relational Ministry: ACW;
• One-on-one simple 

interactions of kindness;
• Prayer;
• Mediation / Conflict 

Management;
• Understanding;
• Leading by example;
• Listening;
• Encouraging;
• Including.

Three parishes in the Peace 
Deanery have recently 
embarked upon a new joint 

ministry adventure. In response 
to a request from St. John’s, 
Manning, Bishop David proposed 
a collaboration to the parishes of 
Berwyn/Grimshaw and St. Helen’s, 
Fairview, whereby the Rev. Lloyd 
Nyarota would serve in all three 
parishes (four congregations). 

The people of Berwyn/ 
Grimshaw and Fairview were 
intrigued by the idea of Nyarota 
serving in their communities, and 

St. John’s Manning is hopeful to 
have his ministry with assistance 
from the other parishes. After 
several meetings (at many levels), 
consensus was achieved, and the 
Joint Ministry Adventure began. 

Since early January, Nyarota has 
led several services, and has taken 
part in multiple vestry meetings, 
annual general meetings, Bible 
studies and community events. He is 
looking forward to what the future 
brings. He and the parishioners 
involved are excited to see where 
God leads them.

Athabasca

Love at the Heart of 
Christ Church's WHY 

Shared Ministry in Peace Deanery

Bishop DAVID GREENWOOD
Diocese of Athabasca

St. Mark's and St. Paul's 
Examples of Christian Unity

Christ Church WHY workshop participants pictured from left: Bishop David Greenwood, 
Vicki Townson, Dan Townson, Karen Kovacs, Kathy Greer, Eva Hutchinson, Benita 
Greenwood, Robin Hutchinson, Candace Mahaffey.

Pictured at the St. Paul’s, McLennan service, l to r, are: Monica Bisley, Rita Bjornson, Eileen 
Lamarche, Bishop David, Benita Greenwood, Peter Clarke, Jeannette Clarke, Sandra Thrall, 
Bob Thrall.

Bishop David and Benita 
Greenwood had the great 
pleasure of sharing Holy 

Eucharist with St. Mark’s, High 
Prairie, and St. Paul’s, McLennan on 
January 15. 

At St. Mark’s, Robert Anderson 
led the opening hymn in Cree. The 
Greenwoods greatly enjoyed their 
time with the people of faithful 
presence of these parishes, including 
Alicemary Olansky who had just 
celebrated her 90th birthday. The 
members of these parishes show 
the love of God through their 
comradeship and support of one 
other. 

Bishop David was honoured to 
join the Rev. Deacon Peter Clarke in 

visiting Jim Stokes at High Prairie 
Hospital. Please pray for Jim’s 
family in their loving grief, as Jim is 
now with our Lord and Saviour.  

St. Paul’s worship celebrations 
are uniquely ecumenical, and an 
example of God’s church joined 
together to worship God. After 
worshiping at their own churches 
in the morning, United Church and 
Roman Catholic friends of St. Paul’s 
join the Anglican service. Afterward, 
people enjoy fellowship together.

Please join in prayer for the 
people of St. Mark’s and St. Paul’s, 
and their example of God’s people 
working together to bring God’s 
world into reality. Amen to that!

Ninety-year-old Alicemary Olansky (left), a faithful member of St. Mark's in High Prairie; 
Robert Anderson sings the opening hymn in Cree.

Lloyd Nyarota's first service at Christ Church, Berwyn.
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Athabasca

Once again, the Diocese 
of Athabasca will host a 
Bible Reading Marathon, 

beginning on April 2 (Palm Sunday) 
at 1 pm, and running 
24 hours a day until 
April 6 (Maundy 
Thursday) at 4 pm. 
There are 100 one-
hour time slots to fill 
with people wishing 
to read a segment of 
the Bible. Readers are encouraged 
to read from their preferred Bible 
translation in the language of their 
choice. We also hope that families 
might choose to read passages by 
sharing their one-hour time slot.

All of this will happen in-person 
and digitally via Zoom, while being 
streamed on the diocesan Facebook 
page. Technology makes it possible 
for people to listen or take part from 
around the world. In the past, we 
have had readers from England, 
Germany, Mozambique, Philippines, 
South Sudan, Zimbabwe, the U.S. 

and all parts of Canada.
The Bible reading is sequential; 

each new person starts reading 
wherever the previous reader ends. 
There are no assigned passages. The 
section each person reads depends 

entirely on the day 
and time a person 
chooses to read. As 
a reader changes 
a chapter or book, 
they are asked to 
announce where they 
are. This enables 

people watching to keep track of 
the progress, especially if they are 
following along with their own 
Bible.

Please consider signing up 
and/or encouraging your friends 
anywhere in the world to consider 
taking part by reading for an hour. 
It's a wonderful experience. 

Go to the diocesan website at 
athdio.ca and look for the Bible 
Reading Marathon. There you will 
find the link to sign up. After you do 
that, you will receive confirmation 
of your chosen time.

Bible Reading Marathon 
Begins Palm Sunday

Bishop David and Benita 
Greenwood, along with the 
Rev. Dr. Blessing Shambare, 

Regional Dean, were in Athabasca, 
on the weekend of January 20-22, for 
a joint parish meeting between the 
parishes of Northern Lights and All 
Saints’, Athabasca. 

On Friday evening, the two 
parishes shared about their activities 
over the past six months, and their 
thoughts for the near future. It was 
great to hear about community 
coffee-hours, men’s breakfasts, the 
designation of funds for community 
needs (local and international), 
community games nights, and other 
endeavours. 

On Saturday, Bishop David and 
Benita led a WHY workshop for 
the All Saints’, Athabasca Parish. 
They enjoyed one-on-one visits with 
several parishioners. On Sunday 
morning, they joined in celebrating 
the presence of Christ with them 
before heading back to Peace River. 

Please join in prayer for the 
people of the parishes of Northern 
Lights and Athabasca, led by their 
clergy the Rev. Rose Howell, the 

Rev. Terry Francis, and the Rev. 
Deacon Bill Creaser. God bless them 
all.

All Saints’ WHY statement:
“To love Jesus with all our heart
So that 
The Kingdom of God 
may be shared and established.”
By:
• Loving each other;
• Intentionally inviting;
• Accepting mistakes;
• Welcoming;
• Fellowship;
• Forgiving;
• Putting others’ needs above 

our own;
• Praying;
• Realizing miracles;
• Reaching out to those in 

need;

• Communicating;
• Power of the Holy Spirit;
• Bible study;
• Participating in the ministries 

God gives us.

Athabasca Bishop and Regional Dean attend joint meeting

The Rev. Deacon PETER CLARKE
Athabasca Editor

Pictured from left: Rose Howell, Regional Dean Blessing Shambare, Bishop David Greenwood, Crystal Scherer, Terry Francis, Debbie Doole, 
George Howell, Joy MacComb, Sandie Wiskel, Karen Bradfield, Fay McMillan, Benita Greenwood, Anne Rogers at the joint meeting of the 
parishes of Northern Lights and All Saints' in Athabasca; below: All Saints' members determine their WHY.

Bishop DAVID GREENWOOD
Diocese of Athabasca

Pictured, l to r: Kim Hoffman (aunt), Thomas Hoffman (cousin), Micah Hoffman (cousin), 
Alex Blasius (father), Oliver Joseph (cousin), Bishop David Greenwood (grandfather), Rob 
Joseph (uncle and godfather), Freddie Blasius (brother), Esther Hoffman (cousin), Logan 
Joseph (cousin), Calvin Blasius (brother), Alex Blasius (mother), Adam Hoffman (cousin), 
Julia Greenwood (cousin), Courtney Joseph (aunt), Zoey Joseph (cousin), Joe Hoffman 
(uncle), Elliot Blasius (the baptised person of honour), Benita Greenwood (grandmother) 
and Kristin Kawecki-Greenwood (aunt and godmother).

Bishop David had the great 
honour of baptising his 
grandson Elliot at Christ 

Church in Calgary on January 8. 
The Greenwoods gave thanks 

for the hospitality of the parish and 
of Archbishop Greg Kerr-Wilson, 
Bishop of Calgary and Metropolitan 

of the Ecclesiastical Province of 
Rupert’s Land. He blessed them 
greatly in this celebration. 

It is very humbling to be able 
to officiate at baptism, recognising 
someone is now part of God’s 
family in every way, and even more 
humbling to be able to baptise our 
grandson.  All thanks be to God!

Bishop DAVID GREENWOOD
Diocese of Athabasca

Bishop David Baptises Grandson 
Elliot at Christ Church in Calgary
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We continue our 
reflections in 
the book of 

Colossians.
We saw last time, 

in Colossians 3, that we 
have a choice to make. 
In the light of who Christ 
is and what he has done, 
are we going to live 
Christ-centered lives, 
striving for all those five 
marks of a healthy, happy 
and authentic church? 
(See previous articles 
available on edmonton.
anglican.ca). Or, will 
we live Christ-less lives, where 
it's all about what we get, rather 
than what we give; doing what the 
world tells us, instead of what the 
Lord says? 

We ended with that metaphor 
of taking off the old self, and 
putting on Christ. We now turn to 
what that looks like.

Colossians 3:12-14 shows us 
what it looks like to be the Lord’s 
people. Take note: all the verbs in 

this passage are 
plural:
Put on then, as 
God's chosen 
ones, holy 
and beloved, 
compassionate 
hearts, kindness, 
humility, 
meekness, and 
patience, bearing 
with one another 
and, if one has a 
complaint against 
another, forgiving 
each other; as the 
Lord has forgiven 

you, so you also must forgive. 
And above all these put on 
love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony.
Having taken off the old self, 

we put on compassionate hearts, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience. 

It is interesting to lay those 
two lists of five words, found in 
verses 5 and 12, alongside each 
other. Some scholars say Paul has 

done this deliberately as a way of 
showing what putting on looks like 
compared to wearing the old self:

• Compassion instead of 
anger;

• Kindness instead of wrath;
• Humility instead of malice;
• Meekness instead of 

slander;
• Patience instead of obscene 

talk.
The five characteristics of 

Christ are needed for harmonious 
living. The old five don't tend 
to foster healthy and happy 
relationships, now do they?

When we sit with these words, 
we can see the heart of our God 
revealed. At the heart of the Bible, 
we see a God in relationship. The 
driving dynamic of the Trinity is 
love. The Father loves the Son. The 
Son loves the Father and seeks to 
glorify Him. The Spirit seeks to 
glorify them both. The Godhead 
reaches out in love. The Father 
so loved the world that he sent 
his Son. The Son made himself 
nothing, taking the very nature of 

a servant. The Spirit brings their 
words to the people of his creation 
and glorifies the Father and the 
Son.

And what is the practical 
outworking for a church family?

 The members of the Trinity 
live in love and desire the good of 
the other. The only thing one can 
remotely describe as individualism 
in the Trinity is that each member 
has a particular function in the 
outworking of the whole. It is the 
same for the Lord’s people. 

This is a passage for us 
individually only in as much as it 
illustrates that we no longer live 
for ourselves alone. We each live 
and work for the common good of 
us all. For your own reflection, I 
leave you with the only remaining 
question: does this truly describe 
us?

May God bless you in all your 
endeavours in His name.

Richard 

To live and work with integrity for the common good

Mission and Discipleship

The Ven. RICHARD KING
Archdeacon for 

Mission and Discipleship
Diocese of Edmonton

St. John the Evangelist 
Anglican Church in Edmonton 
was host to a joyous 

celebration on Sunday, January 8, 
when Bishop Stephen London joined 
the combined congregations of St. 
John’s for a service of baptisms and 
first communions. 

The children baptised were 
William Jehn and Daniella, Kristine, 
Joshua, and Nathan Chukwunta. 
The children receiving their first 
communion were Averie and Daniel 
Robinson, Petra Hughes, Nicholas 
Krawec, Willow and Austen Jehn, 
and Estelle Okonji. 

In preparation for first 
communion, the children attended 
an afternoon education session with 
the Ven. Richard King, rector of St. 
John’s, and the Rev. Maryann Amor, 
children and families’ minister. In 
this session, they learned about 
God’s grace, the sacraments, and 
what it means to be a blessing. 

“We completed some crafts 
to reinforce the themes and talked 
about the Last Supper using our 
Lego Last Supper as a visual aid,” 
says Amor.

“We also took a missional 
approach to the session, showing 
how Holy Communion is a reminder 
of God's love freely given and this 

is a gift we are called to share with 
the world. So, it is about going out 
in the world and living in a way that 
embodies the call of Jesus to be a 
loving people, caring for others, and 
welcoming all.”

Bishop Steve acknowledges 
the first communion service is “not 
traditionally Anglican (it is common 
in the Roman Catholic church), but 
it is valuable.”

“I love that we can find 
inspiration from other traditions,” 
he says. “It is a real mark of faith to 
take communion intentionally, and 
to walk through our lives knowing 
that Christ is with us.”

Since there isn't an established 
norm for what a 
first communion 
service looks like 
in the Anglican 
Church, St. 
John’s leadership 
had room for 
creativity. They 
decided to bring 
the children 
celebrating their 
first communion 
up to the altar 
with Amor after 
the offertory 
prayer. The 
congregation 
prayed for the 

children, who then stayed around 
the altar helping Amor to celebrate 
communion. 

Bishop Steve says he was glad 
to be a part of such a “creative 
moment.”

Many people, both families and 
other members of the congregation, 
expressed to Amor that they found it 
to be a meaningful event. 

The Rev. Deacon SHELLY KING
St. John the Evangelist, Edmonton

St. John's, Edmonton Celebrates Baptisms and First Communions
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Parishioners of St. Matthias’ 
Anglican Church in 
Edmonton, friends of the Rev. 

Andreas Sigrist, and several clergy 
of the Edmonton diocese gathered on 
the evening of Wednesday, January 
11 to celebrate the beginning of 
a new ministry. Appointed as St. 
Matthias’ rector in November 2022, 
Sigrist moved from Jasper with his 
wife Melanie and their four sons, and 
began the process of settling in. The 
January 11 service marked his formal 
induction to the post, with Bishop 
Stephen London officiating.

Sigrist worked with the Bishop 
to include elements of Indigenous 
ceremony at the start of the induction 
liturgy. Clergy participated in a 
smudge before processing into 
the service. Then, as the service 
began, the Ven. Travis Enright, 
Archdeacon for Reconciliation 
and Decolonization, used an eagle 
feather to symbolically ‘brush away’ 
anything that might hinder Sigrist’s 
new ministry at St. Matthias. Enright 
was joined by the Rev. Canon Dr. 
Scott Sharman, the Rev. Quinn 
Strikwerda, the Very Rev. Alex 
Meek, and the Rev. Nick Trussell 
in singing a Cree song in which the 
main word and theme "wichinan" 
(meaning "help me") is repeated 
through the verses as a plea for 

assistance, first to Creator and also 
to the gathered and surrounding 
community. Sharman says the group 
chose the song because it fit the 
occasion of an induction, which 
highlights not only the ministry of a 
rector, but the expanding circles of 
ministry surrounding the priest and 
parish. 

These elements and 
acknowledgments were very 
important to Sigrist. “I deeply 
appreciated the gift of a song, 
smudge and prayers. The brushing 
with the feather was especially 
powerful and meaningful. There 
was a sense of healing and a new 
beginning making space to learn 
from past mistakes.”

“I don't see how we as Anglicans 
can faithfully be the church without 
intentionally walking the path of 
truth and reconciliation,” he says. 
“To be honest, I worry we sometimes 
jump too quickly to reconciliation 
without first honouring the truth 
which requires repentance on behalf 
of the church. It seems to me that 
God is inviting us to heal from 
the deep wound/sickness of settler 
Christianity. That healing journey, 
that's what repentance is all about. 
It's an invitation to become the kind 
of people God has called and created 
us to be.”

Including Indigenous elements 
of ceremony is also important to 

Bishop Steve. “I’m pleased to be 
a part of this ongoing work,” he 
says, “in which we continue to not 
only explore reconciliation, but also 
(seek) ways to embody it in our 
liturgies. The honour song was a 
great example. I was pleased to hear 

our priests sing it for the 
first time. And I am so excited St. 
Matthias’ and Andreas have started 
this new relationship. I know it’s a 
good fit for both.”

Continued on next page.

Andreas Sigrist inducted as rector of St. Matthias

The vocational deacons of the 
Edmonton diocese met with 
Bishop Stephen London on 

Saturday, January 14. It was the first 
such opportunity since London began 
as Bishop of Edmonton in September 
2021. The Bishop celebrated 
eucharist with the group, followed by 
a time of open discussion; catching 
up and clarifying issues regarding 
the diaconate. 

Behind these and ongoing 
discussions is the desire to refresh 
and reinvigorate the diaconate 
in the Edmonton diocese, which 
arises, providentially, at the same 
time similar discussions are being 
held nationally. Anglican Deacons 
of Canada (ADC) began reaching 
out to deacons in dioceses across 
the country in late 2022. Results 
of an initial survey show a general 
sense that vocational deacons are 
satisfied in living out their calling, 
but “many do not feel their diocese 

has a positive understanding of their 
role.” There is also “concern about 
a lack of consistency in standards 
and practices for recruitment, 
discernment, formation and 
deployment of deacons across the 
Canadian church (and even over time 
within a diocese).”

The ADC will continue to 
gather information, working with 

and reporting to a national Strategic 
Planning Committee. Outcomes 
that may help shape the diaconate 
in the national church are expected 
to be brought forward at an ADC 
conference in 2024 and at General 
Synod in 2025.

Meanwhile, in the Edmonton 
diocese, Bishop Steve plans to meet 
with vocational deacons twice a 

year. Work is underway to develop 
an outline for a covenant agreement 
that could be used to clarify roles 
and responsibilities of deacons 
licensed within a parish. Currently, 
the Edmonton diocese has 11 active 
vocational deacons, each with unique 
gifts and ministries, serving in eight 
different parishes.

The Rev. Deacon SHELLY KING
Messenger Staff

Deacons of the Edmonton diocese, pictured from left: Mark Vigrass, Jane Piercy Ballard, John Gee, Judy Purkis, Sheila Moorey, Sandra Arbeau 
and Alison Ward Westervelt on Zoom, Shelly King, Adenike Yesufu. Not pictured: Maralyn Benay and Arlene Young.

Vocational deacons bring unique gifts to ministry

The Rev. Deacon SHELLY KING
Messenger Staff

Top picture, from left: During 
the induction service, Anglican 
clergy members Scott Sharman, 
Quinn Strikwerda, Alexandra 
Meek, Travis Enright and Nick 
Trussell form a circle with 
Andreas Sigrist (right) and 
sing a Cree song; Archdeacon 
for Reconciliation and 
Decolonization Travis Enright 
(far left) uses an eagle feather 
to symboliically brush away 
anything that might hinder 
Sigrist's ministry.



8  THE MESSENGER MARCH 2023Community

Unique notes of many faiths make interfaith harmony 

"Praise the Lord with the 
trumpet… with lute and harp… 
with tambourine and dance… 

with strings and pipe! Praise him 
with clanging cymbals… with loud 
clashing cymbals!” – Psalm 150:3-5

If you are counting, that’s seven 
different instruments named by the 
Psalmist, all of them praising the 
Lord. That would be quite the noise!

All around the world, February 
1-7, people marked the annual 
United Nations World Interfaith 
Harmony Week. This was an 
initiative begun in 2007, seeking 
to encourage interreligious 
understanding and peace for the sake 
of the global common good.

Harmony is an interesting 
word. It comes, of course, from the 
world of music, and refers to the 
phenomenon of multiple sounds 
being heard at the same time, 
becoming more interesting by being 
heard together. To work, it requires 
both similarity and difference. Like 
every analogy it is not perfect, but 
it does provide a basis for some 
reflection on spiritual and religious 
diversity.

There was a time when the 
working assumption in the interfaith 
movement was that what was 

needed for peaceful coexistence 
between religious communities 
was an interpretive structure that 
would allow them to be seen as 
all basically saying and believing 
exactly the same thing. If everyone 
just downplayed some of who they 
thought they were, things would be 
okay. I’m sure that may originally 
have been well intended, but it is 
actually pretty problematic when we 
stop to think about it. Sometimes 
I have described this as interfaith 
version 1.0.

Fortunately, in recent years, there 
has been a shift towards something 
we might call Interfaith 2.0. In many 
of the most exciting interreligious 
initiatives out there now, no longer 
are participants trying to establish 
lowest-common-denominator 

agreements by downplaying 
particularity. Rather, they want to 
zero in on the differences and try to 
understand them more fully because 
that is where the real learning can 
happen.

Harmony illustrates this well. 
The notes that are heard are precisely 
not the same, but nevertheless they 
can reveal something more beautiful 
side by side. Like Psalm 150, a 
harmony-based approach to interfaith 
relations allows for the possibility 
that God might intend there to 
be other sounds in the orchestra, 
without diminishing the uniqueness 
of any of them in their own right.

For Christians, I think this is a 
compelling way of thinking about 
religious plurality. The person, work 
and Way of Jesus is a particular 

instrument with its own special 
sound. The Wisdom of God known 
in creation was in Jesus made flesh 
and lived among us. This is Good 
News for everyone – news which 
disciples of Christ are called to share. 
But there are ways of witnessing 
to the joy of the Gospel that are 
hospitable and reciprocal at the same 
time; that want to celebrate the other 
unique notes as part of the music 
God is playing at all times and in all 
places; that seek to be evangelised by 
the other, as well by hearing the good 
news of the spiritual wisdom and 
sacred stories the Creator has worked 
through in their midst.

As followers of Jesus, when 
we embrace this understanding of 
interfaith harmony, we will treat all 
our encounters with our neighbours 
of other spiritual and religious paths 
as, necessarily, a two-way street. We 
will be more interested in counting 
conversations and leaving the 
question of conversions up to God.

As we continue to work out 
the spirit and intention of Interfaith 
Harmony Week throughout the year, 
my prayer is that God may lead us 
as a church into this way of dialogue 
with our neighbours of other spiritual 
and religious paths; not in spite 
of who we know Jesus to be, but 
precisely because of it. Amen.

The Rev. Canon Dr. SCOTT SHARMAN
Diocese of Edmonton

Continued from page 7.

The induction liturgy includes 
many symbols that mark the nature 
of priestly ministry in a parish. One 
after another, parishioners of St. 
Matthias’ presented: 

• a bible (Stacey Buffie and 
Dawn Ritz);

• a vessel of water (Whitney 
Vercammen); 

• a vessel of oil (Evan 
Thomas); 

• a collection of books (Dawn 
Mamer, Bev O’Brien, 
Mackenzie Simpson);

• an Every Child Matters 
flag (Cory Sinclair with 
Archdeacon Travis Enright); 

• the canons of the diocese 
(Shirley Combden); 

• Food Bank Service Award 
(Glenda Batchelor); 

• keys of the church (Darlene 
Rannells, Shirley Combden); 

• prayer books (Stacey Buffie, 
George Manhard); 

• bread and wine (Dawn Ritz, 
Nancy Clark).

As part of the service, 

parishioner Stacey Buffie shared 
the story of St. Matthias’ search for 
a new rector and the many ways in 
which the search committee feels 
their prayers have been answered in 
finding and calling Sigrist. 

For Sigrist, the one word that 
best describes it all is support. 
“I feel supported,” he says, “and 
the induction confirmed that St. 
Matthias’ and I are a good fit. It 
feels like I am in the right place at 
the right time. It is rewarding and 
fulfilling to experience my gifts 
being appreciated."

Andreas Sigrist inducted as rector of St. Matthias', Edmonton continued

Clockwise from top: Whitney Vercammen welcomes Andreas Sigrist to St. Matthias with a vessel of water; Bishop Stephen London inducts 
Sigrist as rector; Stacey Buffie says, in Sigrist, St. Matthias' prayers were answered.


